The

Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc.
Assisting all members to explore and enjoy the benefits of Information Technology.
Monthly Newsletter

" Keyword”
August 2018

2018 Committee
President
Rodney Andrews
Vice President
Peter Jackson
Secretary
Sue Ticehurst
Treasurer
John Oprey
Public Officer
Ron Hampton
Editor Keyword &Webmaster
Martina Oprey

Phone
Phone
Phone
Phone

4872-4173
4862-1584
4871-1532
4862-1584

Please note: We are not computer professionals and our expertise is limited.

Our Education Centre.
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW.
www.shcug.org.au

How to join SHCUG.
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form.
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple.
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank: BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.
Renewing memberships.
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com
Weekly activities held in Unit 56
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.

Members Helping Members.
Apple Group

First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month,
from 10am to 12 noon.

Genealogy
Games Morning

Contact
J & M Oprey
Richard Spear
Martina Oprey
4871-2873 and
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From your committee
Another month has passed by without many problems and we find ourselves now in the last weeks of winter. If
you have a garden you might already see some activity that points to the coming of Spring.
Your committee met on 3 August with all members present. There was not much on the agenda. SHCUG
seems to run itself at times. But that is not the fact of the matter. Once again I draw to the attention of
members the need for some members to consider standing for election to the management committee.
No organisation can operate without members making themselves available to help steer it, see that proper
procedures are observed and that the club’s needs, such as computer-related equipment and even refreshments
are met. It is necessary to liaise with Harbison management re availability of Scott Hall for our training,
presentation and social occasions. None of these tasks is difficult but someone has to do it. Very little time each
week needs to be dedicated to any of them so I ask members to consider their preparedness to join the
committee next year.
No response was received to last month’s thinking point, “How Long Can We Keep SHCUG going”.
Rodney completed the update of the inventory. Our finances have changed little since last month, so we are
still ahead. We gained three new members in July and our membership has now reached one hundred.
We have been informed that Ron Butler, one of our Honorary Life members, passed away earlier this
month. Our long time members will remember Ron as the person who helped the Harbison residents with
computer problems for many, many years. Adrian Miller wrote a moving tribute for Ron which you will find on
page 4.
The committee was also informed that Roger Manche passed away in July (see page 9). Roger was a long time
member of the Apple Users Group. A condolence card has been sent to each family on behalf of all SHCUG
members.
With Ron Butler's passing we are now looking for a SHCUG member who is willing to take Ron's place to visit
those Harbison Care residents who need help with PC's. Only one member, Secretary Sue Ticehurst is filling
that role at present and that is not only not enough but it is also an indictment of members, suggesting that we
are not in the habit of paying back for favours rendered. Our assistance to Harbison residents is in effect the
rent we pay for the use of Harbison’s property. How long will they help us if we don’t help them? Sue would
be quite prepared to explain to volunteers what the needs entail, one or even a half a day per week, largely just
helping with emails. If you can write your own, you can help someone else to do the same thing.
Many past members gave much to SHCUG and Harbison. It is now up to today’s members to lend a hand.
It seems that Microsoft is on the road to ceasing to sell Windows operating systems. Rather, whatever version
they have next will require users to pay an annual fee for use, just as is done with Office 365. It seems that is to
be the way of all Microsoft, and many other manufacturers’ products. Our informant suggests that no
alternative operating system is as user-friendly, unfortunately. Apple, though more expensive than Microsoft
and the other Android computer manufacturers, is not known to have any similar intentions at this stage.
Your committee.
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A tribute to Ron Butler
written
by
Adrian Miller
I came to meet Ron in 2011, after I signed up with Volunteering Wingecarribee, and was referred to Harbison to meet him to
see if I would fit in with the Harbison Computer Volunteers of which he was the head man. Despite not really fitting in
anywhere in general in previous experience in work and real life, I soon found I was comfortable with Ron and the other
volunteers, Sheila McInnes and Joe McNab. I got a new group of friends, and Ron and Co got an aspie, who I’m sure they
found interesting trying to wrangle into a volunteer.
However it seemed to work! and we remained a tight-knit group for many years, through the retirement of some of our
members, and occasional new recruits, but with Ron as a constant presence at the helm. As I have said, I tend to have very
few friends, and probably fewer people I truly respect, and Ron was one of those few. By his selfless example many of us
tried to keep up.
Most people will probably only be aware of Ron’s volunteering at Harbison Burradoo, but this was just the tip of his
volunteering iceberg, for he also volunteered at Harbison Moss Vale, Bowral House, and The Abbey at Mittagong. And these
are just the places im aware of due to also having gone along with Ron at times to fix something. He devoted so much of his
personal time to volunteering around the Highlands that I highly doubt anyone else would be close in hours put into their
local community.
When I was starting out with Ron at both Harbisons back when I lived in the area, we would go around visiting the
residents as a team, and these are the days I miss most as we worked especially well together, although people were so
found of Ron that I became known as TOB, or That Other Bloke to the residents, until they got to know me.
Ron had a genuine liking for those volunteered for, and even when it was difficult to find something to do or talk about
with one of our charges, Ron found a way, much better than I ever managed to as I am not the master of small talk. I felt I
did an adequate job, when, on occasion Ron and Sheila went on holidays, and I was left in charge of the rounds of our
shared people. While they were always gracious and grateful and appreciative to see me, they were always looking
forward to Ron’s return, and I fully understood this, Ron was a people person, and perfectly cast in his role.
While I have few true friends, and grateful for all of them, there’s equally few people I’ve met in my life I respect, and Ron
was one of those. He navigated personal communications amongst a very wide range of people he dealt with with seeming
ease, and I never knew him to have a cross word with anyone. And I still envy him on both counts.
I was lucky enough to know him well enough to be invited around to his house, on more occasions than I accepted, for a
coffee and chat, often with his lovely wife Sheila present, and amongst them I found comfort and easy conversion, where
often I could not experience either. I would also be enlisted to housesit for Ron when he went away on holidays, and be
trusted not to burn the place down.
I can’t tell you what Ron’s friendship meant to me, I’m sure I’ll only fully appreciate it as we all probably will, sadly, in his
absence
I’m proud to have called him a friend, and respected him greatly for his selflessness and his character
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Life-long learning is a life-force.
Scrolling through “news.com.au" to see what was new in the world, I came upon the following article: Tassie
woman earns a PhD at age 86. Like Elizabeth Kirby, who earned her PhD at the young age of 93, this lady
from Tasmania by the name of Rowena MacKean, claims that for her “life-long learning is a life-force.
A former teacher and now retired for 20 years, she says her life only became busier after she retired. She does
not like to use the word “retirement”, instead referring to the present period of life as “post paid-work” because
the last twenty years have been busier since leaving the paid workforce. Besides studying Rowena also set up a
walking group in her area and a local branch of the University of the Third Age.
It was the involvement in the groups and the benefits they brought her that she decided to formally research its
positive outcomes. First she studied towards a Masters completed in 2010, which explored older people’s views
on participation and the benefits they said they derived from “belonging” to a group/club. Following the selfassessed health and well-being outcomes that emerged from the Masters research, she decided to investigate a
bit further.
The resulting PhD investigated to what degree participation in a community organisation run by and for older
people influenced their health and well-being. Seniors of today, which Rowena likes to refer to as “third agers”
are very independent and have no need of people who say to them “there, there dear I’ll do it for you”.
Governments are strongly advising Seniors to stay active in mind and body and to exercising regularly. That
also includes the brain. In order for brain cells to renew themselves we need to learn new things on a regular
basis. Clubs and groups offer these opportunities, even if the group is not explicitly dedicated to learning, for
example a knitting or walking group. They still could stimulate learning and keep the mind active.
Rowena claims that a lot of learning is incidental and informal—you don’t realise it’s happening when you are
in these groups. Aside from the learning outcomes the involvement is good for health and well-being. Being in a
group with people of a similar age and interest is very important. Friendships are easier formed in these circles.
Getting actively involved with groups also gives meaning and purpose.
Keeping seniors in good health also has wider benefits. Seniors who stay active and fit do keep themselves away
from the health services, saving the government quite a lot of money.

There are many activities seniors can get involved in, including a computer users group. Once familiar with the
internet, a treasure trove of information will be at your disposal. Type in a “keyword” in the small window of
Google’s search engine, press the return button and the websites you asked for appear. From recipes, genealogy,
hobbies, borrowing books from libraries or studying on line, it is all available.
Four centuries ago, the philosopher Frances Bacon coined the phrase “knowledge is power”. By educating ourselves we acquire the ability to make better decisions and therefore live a happier life.
Martina Oprey
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Tips on how to

search

Everyone should be quite familiar by now with Google, that very popular search engine that will find just about
everything you ask for. By simply typing in a few “keywords” in its search window, Google will present us with
websites that contain one or all of the keywords we typed. This might not always lead to the right answers we
were looking for. There is a solution for this problem though. By using a few very simple tricks we can eliminate
many of the distracting listings and find the information we where looking for much quicker. There are many
websites to be found on the internet with tricks and tips on how to Google search successfully and after reading
a number of these websites, I picked out the tips I though most useful. You will find them listed below.
• The simplest way of searching is to just type some keywords in the search window. Example: Typing Martina
Oprey will bring up websites containing the words Martina and Oprey but also variations such as O’Prey.
• When searching for something specific, use quotes (“) to minimise the guess work for Google search. By doing
this it tells the search engine to search for the whole phrase. Example: typing“ fair isle knitting patterns” will
bring up webpages with that exact phrase and even images of fair isle patterns.
• You can also use a hyphen or minus (-) sign to exclude words. This is helpful when the word that you want to
use has more then one meaning, for example “Mustang”, which can be a breed of horses or a “car” made by
the Ford motor company. Example: Mustang-car will tell the search engine to search for Mustang but to
remove any results that has the word car in it.
• Search for multiple words using a plus (+) sign. Example: Typing job+stress will return pages that have both
the word job and stress in it, even if they aren’t located together on the one webpage.
• You can also include the approximate symbol (~), found above the tab key, in a search. Example: Type the
word ~spices will result in a list of webpages that have the word spices in them as well as its synonyms
(seasonings, etc).
• Confine your search to a single website with the site: command. Example: Typing “how to change a light
bulb”site: ehow.com will bring up pages from the website www.ehow.com
• If you need a dictionary, use the define: command. Example: Type define: decline and Google will provide
you with the dictionary definition of the word decline.
• Confine your search to specific file types by using the filetype: modifier. Example: searching for wordpress
filetype:pdf will find nothing but pdf files related to the wordpress blogging platform. You can search for
almost any file type you can think of just by adding the applicable extension.
Websites don’t say things the way people do, they use a more professional language. In your searches try to use
words that websites would use. Example: “My lightbulb is broken” could be replaced by “replacing lightbulb”.
Maxine Gray did sent me the following information: Improving Google search skills.
Google is now offering two excellent free online self paced courses to develop and improve your Google search
skills.
See “Power Searching with Google” at https://goo.gl/NN7ss9
and also at “Advanced Power Searching” at https://goo.gl/sKx14v
There you have it, lots of opportunities to learn a few new skills.
Martina Oprey
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Affinity Designer for the iPad.

By Martina Oprey

In 2015 the Serif company released the Affinity Photo and the Affinity Designer app for the iMac and laptop
(macOS Sierra and later). The critics were ecstatic about these apps. Because I have been using Photoshop for
many years and at the time was looking for an update, I bought Infinity Photo. When Infinity Designer came
out a bit later, I purchased that as well and have been tinkering with both applications ever since. Both apps are
highly professional programs and are not so easy to master, but I keep trying.
Last year the Affinity Photo app became available for a number of iPad models and since June 11 of this year,
the Affinity Designer for the iPad has also become available. Once again the critics are raving about both apps.
What can you do with Affinity Designer on your iPad.
Affinity Designer for the iPad is a vector graphics design software. It allows you to create illustrations, cartoons,
digital paintings, logos, jackets for books and just about anything else an artist can dream of to create.
Switching between the iMac and iPad.
Affinity Designer for the iPad is just about as powerful (95%) as the desktop/laptop version and it is possible to
work on the desktop version and to continue with the work on the iPad, whilst on the run.
Exporting your creations.
Affinity Designer for the iPad has the most advanced export capability ever seen on an iPad. You can export
your creations in the following file options: EPS, PDS, SVG, PDF, JPG, TIFF and GIF.
The Apple Pencil.
Together with the Apple Pencil, which Affinity Designer fully supports for drawing pressure, tilt and angle, the
sky should be the limit as to what you can create with this app.
Below are some examples of what artists have created with Affinity Designer.

Which iPads are compatible with Affinity Designer?
The iPad Pro, 9.7”, 10.5” and 12.2”, iPad Air 2, and the early 2017 iPad or later. All iPads must be running
iOS11 or later.
How much does Affinity Designer cost?
When the app became available on July 11, Serif offered it to the first buyers at a 30% discount, being $21.99,
until July 25, but later extended it to the end of July, 2018. After that date the price is $29.99.
Anyone who wishes to know more about this app or want to try it, please see Martina on Mondays at SHCUG.
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Sell-Buy-Swapp-Freebies
Anyone in need of earbuds?
Take your pick from this
collection.
White ones are Apple earbuds,
upper left with microphone, lower
right are just earbuds.
All are free for the taking.
If interested collect from unit 56,
between 10am and 4pm, any
Monday.
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Notice Board
The
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc
is proudly sponsored by

Wanted
Have you got an article that you
wish to publish in Keyword.

In memory
of
Roger Manche
who passed away on 17 July 2018

Have you got something to sell,
want to swap or give away,
advertise it in Keyword.
Please send it to
shcugcontact@gmail.com
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