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Our Education Centre.
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

Unit 5 and 6 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW.
www.shcug.org.au

How to join SHCUG.
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form.
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor.
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.
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Renewing memberships.
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.

!
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to 2015committee@gmail.com
!
Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6.
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.
First Tuesday of the month,
from 10 am to 12 noon.
Wednesday mornings.
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Members Helping Members. J&M Oprey
Apple Group
Richard Spear
Martina Oprey
Genealogy
Maxine Gray

4862-1584
4872-1960
4862-1584
4869-4958

Tutoring by appointment.

4869-495

Maxine Gray

Upcoming events.

AGM to be held on Tuesday 2 February 2016 at 10am in Scott Hall, HarbisonCare.
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From your committee
A few more weeks and 2015 will also become just a memory. Glancing over the past 11 months your committee
can safely say that is has been a most pleasant year, albeit without a President at the helm. Maxine Gray has
acted as chairwoman throughout the year, conducting the monthly meetings and Ron Hampton to oversee it
all. John Oprey, although not an accountant by trade, has kept a close eye on the finances. Wendy Ryan kept
track of our members, reporting a membership of 155 members for 2015. Of these around 40 people had
joined at various times during the year and is slightly less than in 2014. Keyword, put together by Martina and
uploaded to our web side each month has kept our members up to date with club issues and IT news. Your
committee can therefore report that SHCUG is in good shape. But we all still wish that someone from our
members list will come forward and take on the role of President for 2016.

!

Our social ‘get together’ held on 5 December was enjoyed by all who came along, 35 in total and we thank all
for having supported this event. Our thanks also goes to Philip and Lyn Reay and Peter and Doreen Jackson,
who came in early to set up Scott Hall beforehand. Wendy Ryan, Sue Cosgrove and Denise Quigg, our
fabulous catering team, also receive our thanks, making sure that every one was looked after with drinks and
nibbles. Cleaning up after was also done in record time, as every one chipped in by lending a hand. Once
again, thanks to you all for having made this a most pleasant occasion (see page 5).

!

We thank Maxine for organising the photo match competition. Fifteen members did hand in their 2 pictures
that were pinned beforehand to boards. To figure out who was who proved harder then predicted and therefore
no perfect score achieved but much fun was had in trying. Sue Gosgrove was the winner, for having matched
eight pairs correctly, Denice Quigg managed to match six. Snakes (sugar ones) were handed out by Maxine to
all who participated. As advertised previously, Victor asked those members present, their thoughts about the
future of SHCUG. Because your committee heard also no complains, just a lovely compliment from a new
member, we therefore must take it that every one is quite happy with the way things are and being done.

!

Your committee met on 11 December for its last meeting of the year. Preparations are well under way for the
AGM (see page 2) that will take place again in Scott Hall HarbisonCare, on 2 February at 10am. Morning tea
will be served after. As this is the most import meeting of the year we urge members to attend. All positions on
the committee are declared vacant that morning and any financial member can nominate a fellow member or
be nominated him/herself for a position on the new committee. We need more members to come along and
serve a term on the committee as the workload of running SHCUG has rested too long on the shoulders of just
five committee members who have been able, this far, to keep it afloat. With more members on the committee,
the work that needs to be done can be divided over more hands (or heads).

!

Monday 14 December is our last ‘Members Helping Members’ session and Apple Users Group meeting for the
year. We like to thank all who have come throughout 2015, helpers and help seekers alike. Without your regular
participation each week, it would not have succeeded. We hope to see all of you back on 4 January 2016.

!

Lastly, a gentle reminder that membership fees are due again. Our fees remain the same as for 2015. We also
hope that you find SHCUG a worthwhile club to belong to and have benefited from the activities and help
sessions conducted throughout the year. To have a place in the Highlands to come to for advice and help with
software and at times hardware problems, for Seniors in particular, is a bonus. By renewing your membership
you will not only benefit yourself but also support SHCUG to continue this service for the wider community.
Renewal forms have been sent to all members and those who come to the Monday sessions can hand their
renewal sheet with payment to Martina. Receipts for payments received will be handed out on 4 January.
From your committee.
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Your Committee wishes all members
a Happy Christmas
and
a Prosperous New Year

!
!

Our Monday Sessions will resume
on 4 January 2016.
and
we welcome all of you back
for another great year of

enjoyable learning.
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SHCUG

Social Get Together 2015

Happy Times
Happy Faces
All
Having Fun.
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External Hard Drives.
Backing up files and folders is a very important task that we need to do on a regular basis. The reason being, if
your computer should suddenly crash or worse still, stops working all together, the files and documents that you
have backed up will still be available to you. Hard drives but also USB drives can get damaged over time,
coming eventually to a complete halt and the data they have on them, lost to you.

!

During our Monday sessions we do get questions at times on ‘how to backup stuff ’. This prompted me to do a
little research on the art of ‘backing up files and folders’, in other words how to go about doing this task and the
devices that can be used to copy it onto. External hard drives have been on the market for a long time. I bought
my first 128GB portable pocket hard drive in 2008 and is still in use.

!

To see what is available today in the way of back-up devices, I picked up the latest catalogue from Officeworks.
Flipping through it, I noticed the following. External hard drives have become more sophisticated and do now
come in different versions: Standard, Automatic and Wireless. The first one I looked at was a standard 1TB
Canvio (USB 3.0) portable hard drive made by Toshiba and marked for PC only. When you connect this hard
drive to your PC with the included cable, you have to manually copy the files and folders onto it in the same
way as you do with a USB drive.

!

The next hard drive advertised was a Seagate 1TB, PC and Mac compatible. This was marked ‘auto back up’
and has a built in software program called ‘Dashboard’ that, once installed on your computer, allows an easy
choice of back-up plans. Apple devices already have a built in software program called ‘Time machine’ (see
page 6) and according to what I have read is preferred by Apple users rather then the ‘Dashboard’ software
included in the drive. Connect the drive to a computer with the cable. Installing the software is easy, just double
click the chosen file (.dmg for Mac or .exe for PC) in the opening window and follow the on-screen instructions.

!

The last one I looked at, amongst several others, was also a Seagate 1TB, PC and Mac compatible, marked
‘wireless’. Apart from using it to back up stuff from a computer, this drive can also be used to back up stuff
from an iPad or iPhone, as these devices lack a USB port. The Seagate wireless hard drive creates a Wifi net
work for your iOS device so it can connect to it. If you have stored video content on the external hard drive
and want to play this back on your iPad or iPhone, download the free app called VLC. It supports a wide range
of video and audio codecs. To access more file types on your iPad or iPhone from your wireless hard drive such
as Docs, Pics and Music, download the free app, GoodReader. Just remember that a ‘wireless’ portable hard
drive runs on battery power and does need to be recharged at times. When connected to a PC, with a normal
USB cable (mostly included) it starts charging its batteries and simultaneously can be used to back up your stuff.

!

Depending on the number of files and documents you create that need to be kept safe will decide what back up
device is best for you. Most of our members are Seniors and have presumable not a great amount to be kept on
an external device. A simple manual hard drive, compatible with your computer and OS, would be sufficient
for most. Should you be doing lots of creative stuff, making slide shows, editing movies, writing of articles and
so on, you might want to use a hard-drive with an ‘auto back up’ system that keeps track of frequent changes.

!

USB drives can also be used to backup files, documents photos, music and more. They have become cheaper
over the years, as well as the amount of data that can be stored on it. I spotted a 128 GB USB drive (3.0) made
by Toshiba that might be quite sufficient for users with small amounts to be backed up. They are easy to use, no
cables needed and small in size. Should you be on the move a lot, working with different devices at different
locations, you might also like to make use of the ‘Cloud’ storage, as offered by Microsoft, Google and Apple.

!

Being a dinosaur at heart, my trust still rests at times in the making of an old fashioned ‘hard copy’ especially
for those important documents and receipts, received via emails.

!

Should you have questions about external drives or how to use them, email; martinaoprey43@gmail.com
M Oprey.
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Time machine for OSX Leopard to El Capitan
Time machine is a backup software application that comes preinstalled on all Apple computers, since the
introduction of Leopard (OSX 10.5). This software is designed to work with Apple’s external hard drive called
‘Time Capsule’, but can be used with other makes of external hard drives, providing the device is compatible
with the Apple platform ( Leopard 10.5 to El Capitan 10.11) that you run on your computer. So before rushing
to the counter, always check the package of the device first for the logo of the Finder (smiling Mac), indicating
that the device is Mac compatible.

!

The external device to be used for backing up files, photos, movies and more, is most often determined by how
we use our computer. Should you be doing a lot of productive work like writing books, designing catalogues or
editing movies or any other large file, it might pay to follow ‘the rule of thumb’ offered by experts, being that
the minimum size, which is the capacity of data measured in GB’s that the external drive can store (1TB),
should match the (1TB) internal hard drive of your computer. The larger the external drive, the further back in
time you will be able to store. This is important should you accidentally delete a file and don’t discover the error
until much later. On a smaller external hard drive that file may have been replaced by newer back-ups, but a
larger drive would still have space to keep the file backed up and so can be retrieved. For those of us who just
want to back up a few files and photos, a smaller capacity external drive will do fine.

!

Time Capsule is a Wireless external device made by Apple and therefore easily connected to ‘Time Machine’
with a few clicks. Other external drives available on the market that can be used by Apple computers need to
be formatted to ‘Mac OS extended (Journaled)’ first. The path to it is as follows: Double click on your hard
drive icon then double click on Applications, double click Utilities and double click Disk Utillities App to open
it. If the device you are going to reformat has been used previously and has data already on it, copy this first
onto another device, as reformatting the device will result in the erasing of all the data that is on it.

!

To launch Time Machine, click on the Launchpad icon on your Dock and find the Time machine icon in the
opened window, double click on it to open it. Time Machine has a switch and can be switched on and off by
toggling the button to the right, being the ‘on’ position and to the left in the off position. Time Machine offers
backup schedules you can choose from, such as hourly, weekly or monthly backups. Again depending on what
kind of work you do, how often and how much you need to back up, choose the schedule that suits you best.

!
Screen shot of a Time Machine window.
!

This picture shows files backed up by Time Machine. It shows the
devices backup by Time Machine, like the iwatch, iPhone and the
Mac Pro computer.

!

It shows the latest backup by Time (today, 11:23), Size (2.6 MG)
and Kind (JPEG image).
Time machine, like many other software applications is not instantly learned. In order to get my head around it
I bought a magazine that has step by step instructions, showing in picture form how to use Time Machine.
Apple Users Group members, who want to set up Time Machine but are unsure on how to go about it, can ask
for help during our Monday afternoon sessions. If you are an Apple user and need to know more about this
subject but have not been to our help sessions yet, please feel to free drop in where help is at hand (see page 2).
M Oprey
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Notice Board
The
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc
is proudly sponsored by

!
!
Joke of the month!
!

Do you at times forget
your Password?

!
!

I changed my Password to
‘incorrect’.
So whenever I forget
what it is
the computer will say
‘your Password is incorrect’
and
I know it again.

Sharing our IT knowledge
Have you got a pet subject or a special gadget
you use a lot?
If so, do contact your committee.
We love to run presentations and
demonstrations on all things IT, but need
members input. Email suggestions to,

!

2015committee@gmail.com

!
!

Found on the net.
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