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Please note: We are not computer professionals and our expertise is limited.

Our Education Centre.
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW.
www.shcug.org.au

How to join SHCUG.
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form.
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple.
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank: BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.
Renewing memberships.
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com
Weekly activities held in Unit 56
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.

Members Helping Members.
Apple Group

First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month,
from 10am to 12 noon.

Genealogy
Games Morning

Contact
J & M Oprey
Richard Spear
Martina Oprey
4871-2873 and

4862-1584
4872-1960
4862-1584
4868-1229

Upcoming events.
Open-day, Saturday 3 November, from 10am to 3 pm in Unit 56.
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The Southern Highlands Computer Users Group

OPEN DAY
on

Saturday 3 November

Visit our Education Centre
within the grounds of HarbisonCare
2/56 Charlotte Str Burradoo
any time between 10 am and 3pm.
Find out how SHCUG can help you with devices such as Computers,
Laptops (Windows and Apple)
Tablets, iPads, Smartphones and iPhones.
SHCUG members, their family and friends are also most welcome to
drop by.
For more information visit our website: www.shcug.org.au
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From your committee
Open Day at Unit 56, Burradoo.
Greetings to all members. I realise we are half way through spring but I wonder when it is going
to start feeling as though summer is approaching. Hopefully, soon. I have new plants in the
garden that I expected would be up by now but no sign of them can be seen. However, some
seeds of easy-to-raise zinnias have done the right thing, coming after ten days from planting and I
expect a good bright show by Xmas.
Would that my computer skills were the equal of my garden skills, and that is why I keep coming
to SHCUG as I know help is always there to enable me to improve my abilities in that field.
So, to bring our existence to the public of the Highlands (and beyond, perhaps), who may not
already know of us, we are holding an Open Day at Unit 56 on Saturday, 3 November, 2018,
from 10 am until 3 pm and we hope you will mention us to friends and neighbours if you are
aware that they need or want help with problems in computer use. If they visit us on that day, or
any Monday, we will explain to them what we are about, how we do things and what results they
might expect thanks to the efforts of our excellent tutor team.
Notices will be placed in libraries and some social clubs to which various committee members
belong in the hope of attracting new members and making more people aware that help is
available close to home. Please help us to spread the word, and perhaps some members who have
not been along much lately would like to come along on any Monday to renew acquaintances and
to offer their problems in search of solutions.
AGM Approaches
The Annual General Meeting is due in early February and we will remind you each month of that
fact. Membership renewals fall due on1st January, 2019, and fees will remain unchanged.
Renewal forms will be circulated with a future edition of Keyword and payments can be
accepted with effect of 1st November, 2018.
At the AGM the usual reports will be formally presented to members for their acceptance and all
committee positions will become vacant. A new committee will be elected and you are invited to
consider offering yourself to fill any one of them. The constitution calls for seven positions to be
filled but the committee members feel that that is excessively large and at a future General
Meeting it is hoped members will agree to amend the constitution to reduce the size of the
committee to no more than five members.
Members are invited to notify the committee in advance of the AGM of any matters you want
raised for discussion or action and we remind you that suggestions for action or improvement are
invited at any time.
Rodney
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Microsoft is pulling the plug on

SKYPE 7 and below.

Find below an article by Brian Graham, alerting us to the fact that Microsoft is retiring the classic
desktop “Skype 7” and older versions. This of course will effect those who are still using this version on
computers running Windows 7.
Bad news for those hoping to stick with the classic desktop version of Skype: Microsoft is pulling the
plug. Again.
“As we continue to focus on and improve Skype version 8, support for Skype versions 7, and below will
end on November 1, 2018 on desktop devices and November 15, 2018 on mobile and tablet devices,”
a revision to Microsoft’s original post about the latest Skype version now reads. “Although
you may be able to use older versions for a little while, we encourage you to update today to avoid any
interruption.”
As members may recall, Microsoft suddenly and unexpectedly started upgrading the
classic Skype desktop client—version 7.x—to a new, less capable product called Skype
8 in mid-July. Worse, they informed users that they had until September 1 to upgrade: After that,
classic Skype would stop working.
Two weeks later, however, Microsoft backtracked and announced that it would let classic
Skype “work for a limited time” past the September 1 date. So we now know how limited that time
was: Two more months.
The software giant feels that it has made enough improvements to warrant the new deadline. It has
added conversation search to Skype 8, for example, and will soon add the ability to tie phone numbers
to Skype contacts. And Microsoft’s Ellen Kilbourne has shared an even longer list of
improvements that the firm is working on, including performance improvements, advanced
webcam settings, font size configuration, and more.
Which is, of course, the problem: A lot of those features are really basic. And when people complained
that Skype 8 was less full-functional than its predecessor, that’s what they were referring to.
So what is this point of this non-upgrade upgrade?
“The update from version 7 to version 8 allows us to unify the experience of using Skype across all
desktop and mobile platforms,” Kilbourne explains. “Unlike older versions, all version 8 applications
are optimised to work in conjunction with our modern, mobile-friendly cloud services architecture,
which has allowed us to deliver features such as video messaging and mobile group video calling over
the past couple years. With a unified experience and with all applications now no longer having to
support legacy architecture, our engineering teams can deliver features and quality improvements to
customers much more quickly.”
May be of interest to those now using Skype version 7 especially on old Windows 7 machines.

Brian G. GRAHAM
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Autodesk SketchBook

Free app for everybody

When Apple pulled the plug on my favourite application Appleworks, I had to look for an alternative software
program that would allow me to do simple drawings and illustrations. Amongst the many drawing apps I found
in the App Store, I eventually downloaded and tried the “free” Autodesk SketchBook app. This version had its
limitations of course but found it not too bad. Since 30 April this year the latest full version of SketchBook has
become a free download that can be installed on PC’s running Windows 10, Apple computers running macOS,
the mobile versions for Android Tablets and for the iPads, iPhones and iPodTouch, running iOS 10 and above.

What is SketchBook all about?
SketchBook is a digital painting and drawing application. With it you can create line drawings, illustrations, pop
art, cartoons, paintings using watercolours, oils, charcoal or pastel crayons. You can also use it for technical and
architectural drawings or bring your art work alive by adding animation using the FlipBook tools.
Brushes, pens and pencils.
In the SketchBook library you will find a large selection of paint brushes, pencils, colour pencils, soft pastels, air
-brush, ballpoint pens, erasers and a few inking pens. There are also several textures you can choose from, such
as a splatter, dots, hatching, crosshairs, furs and many more, some textures even do glow. I also found a swag of
brushes that I could download from inside the application and open these in the brush library, ready for use.
Colours.
SketchBook offers two choices for colours. One is the colour editor where you can pick a colour from the colour
wheal, then create your own shades of a colour by using the red, green and blue sliders. The second one is the
Copic Colour Library. Choose a colour from the ribbon given, the various shades of that colour are displayed
below it.
Guides and Rulers.
SketchBook has a straight ruler and one for making circles. It also has a set of French curves. Anyone who has
done graphic design work or technical drawings before the digital era would have used these plastic curves. The
symmetry tool is really cool, draw the left side of a shape and the symmetry tool does mirror it on the right.
Transform and Distort.
SketchBook has two transform tools: basic transform and transform distort. The first, when clicked on, will put
a frame around a selected image allowing you to cut, rotate, move or skew it as you see fit. The second is a form
of perspective distortion and it allows you to design elements of your image as they would appear to the naked
eye, then distort them to wrap around another subject, for example a motif on a coffee mug.
Flipbook animation.
The Flipbook animation tool is used for the creation of short animations. You can have up to 1000 frames in a
single Flipbook, making full use of layers to separate main subjects, moving elements and static background
elements. Flipbook animation can be exported to MP4, GIF and other common animated file types. Sketch
Book also supports the following file extensions, TIFF, JPG, PNG, PSD and BMP.
Where to download or get SketchBook for free.
PC users running Windows 10 can download SketchBook from SketchBook.com or the Windows Store. Apple
users can get it from the App Store. After installing SketchBook and launching it for the first time you will be
asked to create an account, setting up an Autodesk ID and password. When done click on the “Sign in” button
and start enjoying this free application.
Martina Oprey
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Show it
with
Keynote
Several years ago I participated in a project making items by hand which when all finished were put on display
in a few galleries in NSW. To keep track of all the photos taken during the period it took us to complete the
many pieces, copies were given to me. For fun I made these into slideshows, using iPhoto. Interest in the project
was soon received from overseas. It was at that point that I started to look at Keynote to see how this program
could be used to show our handcraft in an engaging way to people on the other side of the world.
Although Keynote was new to me at the time, it was not very hard to master as Keynote shares a lot of features
with Pages which I had been using for some time. The first items I created were albums that had a page flip to
move from slide to slide, each showing photos and drawings of the various items made and descriptive captions.

For those who don’t know about this program, Keynote, similar to Microsoft Powerpoint, is a presentation software application developed as a part of the iWork productivity suite by Apple Inc. It includes besides Keynote,
Pages and Numbers. Keynote 7.3.1 was released on 2 November, 2017 and is the most recent version for the
macOS platforms. The iWork suite for years had to be bought but from April 2017 it became a free download
from the App Store for devices running macOS Sierra or later and mobile devices running iOS 10 and above.
Apple claims that with its powerful tools and dazzling effects, Keynote makes it easy to create stunning and
memorable presentations. You can even use the Apple Pencil on your iPad Pro’s and the 2017 or later iPad to
create diagrams and/or illustrations that bring your slides to life. And with real-time collaboration, your team
can work together on the same projects wherever you or they might happen to be.
As with all apps Keynote has seen many improvements over the years and receives regular updates. Apart from
stunning templates you can choose from, you can also create your very own and can add as many new slides as
you like. For interest you can add your own photos, create charts and add videos and audio. You can customise
the appearance of your text and objects on a slide by choosing different colours, add a drop shadow to it, put a
border around an image or text box or change the transparency. You can add visual effects or animation by
adding a transition to each slide dissolving into the next slide. Animation is possible for text and objects, let a
box bounce of the slide for example. It is all possible, just find the right commands and make it happen.
To send a Keynote presentation to a Windows user, convert the presentation first to a “Powerpoint” format. To
do this click “File” found in the top menu bar of Keynote and scroll down to “Export”, click on it, select and
click on “Powerpoint”. A copy of the Keynote presentation will be converted to a Powerpoint File (PPT). There
are other file types to choose from for example PDF, Movie and HTLM images (latest version of Keynote).
People who have an iPad can also use Keynote. If you have an iPad older than April 2017, you have to download the app from the App Store, it is free. iPads bought after April 2017 have Pages, Keynote and Numbers
pre-installed on their devices already.
Should you get stuck on something, there is always the Apple support websites you can visit, they are very good
and the instructions for macOS and iOS devices are easy to follow. There are also good Youtube clips to watch,
showing how to use the Keynote app. So give it a go!
Martina Oprey
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Sell-Buy-Swap-Freebies

Are you at times losing
your keys?
Then this tile is for you.
Free to pick up from
unit 56 on any Monday
Works together with a
mobil-phone.
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Notice Board
The
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc
is proudly sponsored by

Joke without words
By Paul Fuentes

Wanted
Have you got an article that you
wish to publish in Keyword.
Have you got something to sell,
want to swap or give away,
advertise it in Keyword.
Please send it to
shcugcontact@gmail.com
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