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Our education centre.
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

Unit 5 and 6 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW.
www.shcug.com.au

How to join SHCUG.
Visit our education centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form.
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor.
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:
The treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.

!

Renewing memberships.
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.

!

Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6.
Monday mornings from 10 to 12 noon Members Helping Members. J&M Oprey
Monday afternoons from 1 to 5 pm. Apple Group
Richard Spear
Martina Oprey
First Tuesday of the month,
Genealogy
Maxine Gray
from 10 am to 12 noon.
Wednesday mornings.
Tutoring by appointment.
Maxine Gray

4862-1584
4872-1960
4862-1584
4869-4958
4869-4958

Upcoming events.
Our Birthday celebration, Saturday, 23 May from 3-5pm in Scott Hall, HarbisonCare.

!

In this issue.
1 Cover-page and committee members.
2 Joining and payment options, activities and contents.
3 From your committee.
4 Our founding fathers.
5 Past Presidents.
6 Past Presidents.
7 Past Presidents.
8 Past Presidents, continue
9 Notice Board

By Martina Oprey
By Martina Oprey
By Roger Ware
By Geoff Piggott
By Victor Sweikert
By Martina Oprey
Page 2

1995

2015

Celebrating 20 years of Information Technology
From your committee.

!

May 15 marks the date, now twenty years ago, that your computer club was born. From a small group of
people it soon grew into an active group, attracting many new members as they went along. It was the right
time to start a computer users group as the information technology was slowly taking off. Computers were still
expensive in 1995, so it was the professionals who first saw the benefit of having a computer in the home. As
the cost of computers and internet charges gradually came down, the average person also started to show an
interest in them. Today it is very common to have at least one computer in the house connected to the internet.
Many of us have also acquired additional devices, such as a Tablet, Smartphone, iPad and iPhone that can
synchronise photos and documents for instance seamlessly over all the devices we have and use daily. Our
founding fathers could only have dreamed of these possibilities.

!

To keep a club going for 20 years takes effort and energy and it is due to our Presidents, committee members,
tutors and helpers, from the beginning to the present, that the Southern Highlands Computer Users Group is
in good shape. The aim of the club, assisting all members to explore and enjoy the benefits of information technology, is still
central to what SHCUG stands for. However how we assist members has and will continue to change. In 1995
it was teaching people from the bottom up, including how to switch a computer on and off. Today we do need
to focus on maintaining computer skills and to assist members to adopt to the new operating systems that are
thrown at us ever more frequently. New digital gadgets and devices, whether useful or just for fun, do hit the
market in many varieties and we need to know about these as well in order to help members who have them
and come to us for help. A challenge for all our tutors and helpers.

!

Ron Butler and his team of volunteers, Sheila McInnes and Adrian Miller have for many years been assisting
HarbisonCare residents with various computer devices, both in their rooms and in our Units and now that
HarbisonCare has introduced iPads to the residents their assistance has been even more valuable.

!

Sheila McInnes together with Joe McNab supervised the Wednesday morning “Help” sessions, which were the
only help sessions at the time before the Monday “Members Helping Members” sessions started.

!

In 2014 your committee started to make some plans to celebrate SHCUG’s 20th birthday as we did not want to
let this milestone go past unnoticed. Past Presidents were approached and those who answered our call have
been most generous in submitting stories about their time at the helm. You will find these stories in this issue.

!

The wonderful photo on our cover page was taken in 1998, when our founders were interviewed by a reporter
from Highlife magazine. Victor Sweikert kept the magazine cutting for 17 years and after we checked with the
editor of Highlife, we were allowed to use it on our invitation and also for the cover page of this special issue of
Keyword.

!
Saturday 23 May is in sight and we hope that all of you who have indicated to come, will enjoy the afternoon.
!
Your committee.
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Our founding fathers.

!

Below are the profiles of the eight men who started the Southern Highlands Computer
Users Group, SHCUG for short, now twenty years ago. They were mainly retired
professionals who set out to prove that, at any age, you can have fun with computers.
It was Will Walsh who had come up with the idea of sharing his computer knowledge
with like minded local people and advertised this fact. Within three years, the Southern
Highlands Computer Users Group grew into a thriving club with over 100 enthusiastic
members. Helping one another with computer problems was high on the agenda of the
monthly meetings, even home visits could be arranged, if necessary.

!
!

Now twenty years on it is fitting to pay tribute to those men who invested time and
energy in getting SHCUG off the ground and running it successfully for many years.

Max

Ian Neill

Leuenberger

John Benning !

Des Kennard
Edwin McClosky

Craig Ginane!

Will Walsh
Max Bulluss
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Past Presidents.
Roger Ware.

!

1994: Twenty years ago Bowral was a sleepy country town like a lot of other Australian towns. A Bowral
retailer, Alan Cupitt, has a business going offering an easy way to get onto the internet as well as offering
to fix your computer if it had developed a glitch. He organised it so that people would congregate on a
particular evening each month and come to his rooms to hear about the ways and wonders of the
machine they had and the revolutionary world of the internet.

!

At one of those meetings Bill Walsh met up with Roger Ware and they decided to organise a group that
would help people with their computers. They were joined by Ian Neill who had retired from a career
with IBM. Bill Walsh became the foundation President, Roger Ware theTreasurer and Ian Neill became
Secretary. Ian designed the logo of the Souther Highlands Computer Users Group which it has used
since 1995.

!

This group had several more meetings at other retailer’s premises in Bowral and then arranged to hire
the Council Hall at Mittagong on a set night each month and so the Group started to attract members
who came for an evening’s entertainment built around computers, the internet and Data Processing.

!

Bill Walsh went to live in Canberra and Ron Clemens became President. During Ron’s time it was
decided that Roger Ware should approach Harbison Homes in Bowral (Burradoo) to see if we could use
one of their residences that stood vacant at the time. The Harbison Board agreed offering the cottage
free of rent charges. Thus SHCUG, as the group was called by then, had secured its own premises
which offered it much latitude in deciding what type of program best suited the demands of its
members.

!

Roger Ware followed Ron Clemens as President and he, in turn, was followed by Geoffrey Piggott.
Monthly attendances lay between 70 and 120 members who came to learn, each time, about a specific
issue as well as then enjoying an information session usually given by the representative of an IT
company. Also, and not to be missed, was the evening’s supper time.
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Past Presidents.
Geoff Piggott.

!

Geoff was at the helm of SHCUG from 2001 to 2006.
After retiring from that post he remained an active
member. We can always find Geoff sitting amongst the
audience attending our meetings. Having switched from
PC to Apple/Mac some time ago, he often drops by
during one of the Apple Group Sessions, for a bit of
help or just a friendly chat.

!

During one of those visits, I could not resist taking a
photo of Geoff to go with the story he wrote for us
about the time he was President of SHCUG.

Geoff tells: The time Roger Ware handed the presidency to me, it was for the celebration in
having acquired Unit 5 at Harbison, our new Education Centre.

!

At this time we were still meeting at the Uniting Church Hall which was a comfortable meeting
place for our membership which was over 100 for a long time. Although as times past it was
evident that the evening meetings were not convenient to some of the older members. We did
assess a move to East Bowral Community Centre but the space for the current membership
seemed somewhat crowded. Attendance for the evening meetings dropped and then a move to
East Bowral Community Centre eventually took place.

!

With access to our Harbison unit we were able to establish a variety of courses for members, so
apart from the instruction, there was a wonderful social side to the events.

!

Our club was founded on assisting members with PC computers, but it was evident that there
was a growing interest in the Apple-Mac and all it had to offer. We were very fortunate to find a
group of members who were Apple oriented and they were the nucleus of our highly successful
Apple Users Group of today.

!

With the growth of members attending Harbison and the need to have classes for both the PC
and the Apple users, the need to expand our space was vital. Initially after negotiations with
Harbison management, we gained access to Unit 6 as well. This meant we had fantastic
facilities to meet all our needs for both PC and Apple interests.

!

I was very fortunate for the last couple of years as President, having the wonderful support of
Victor Sweikert as Vice President. He has succeeded me and over the years has proven to be
the most successful President to date.

!

In addition, I was so lucky in having a wonderful group of members on the committee whose
assistance throughout was fully appreciated.
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Past Presidents.
Victor Sweikert

!

The month of May this year will be the
Southern Highlands Computer Users
Group
20th Anniversary.
SHCUG owes this longevity, this success,
to past Presidents, committees and members.

Some background by past President, Victor Schweikert:In 1995, a retired Dental Surgeon named William Walsh had bought a desk top computer and wanted
help using it. He thought there were probably a number of other people in the Southern Highlands in
the same position so after meeting with Allen Cupitt of Ace Computers, an advertisement was placed in
the local paper asking for any likeminded community members to attend a meeting, to be held in Allen’s
office.
Members of the public attended and after further meetings the SHCUG was born in May and Bill
Walsh became the first President. Meetings were held in Ace’s premises and then in other local
businesses. As numbers grew, the meetings developed into monthly meetings held at the Seniors’ Hall
Mittagong, on a Monday. Later and because of ill health, Bill relinquished the role of President and
Ron Clemens took over, Bill moving to Canberra. (President Ron Clemens was succeeded by Roger
Ware, then Jeffrey Commisso, then Geoff Piggott then Victor Schweikert.)
Bill Walsh at the 10 year Anniversary

!

SHCUG outgrew the Seniors’ Hall and the monthly
meetings were moved to the Uniting Church Hall,
Bowral. The ten year anniversary was held at this hall.
Whilst this hall suited very well size wise, the Church Hall
Committee advised of a pending substantial increase in
hall hire fees. The SHCUG committee then moved the
monthly meetings to the East Bowral Community Centre
Hall but on a Tuesday evening, because of availability.

At these monthly meetings at the East Bowral Hall guest speakers would come to give presentations for
SHCUG members. This worked well at the beginning but eventually it became increasingly difficult to
arrange for speakers, especially those from Sydney, because of the distance.
In the meantime, Roger Ware approached the Harbison Board and was successful in acquiring Unit 5
at Harbison for SHCUG’s use as a meeting place and class room. This was a turning point in
SHCUG’s history. Unit 6 was occupied by a community service group. The first SHCUG Committee
Meeting was held in unit 5 in May 2001. Training courses for members followed.
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Unit 5 comprised an entry/toilet, combined kitchen/
dining room and an adjoining room. The dining room
was set up originally with older computers on loan.
SHCUG later bought new desktops and these were set
up along the South wall of the dining room. The
adjoining room of this unit was used for workshops and
the Apple Mac Special Interest Group. Another Special
Interest Group was born in these class rooms for
Genealogy. This group was originally coordinated by
Grace Marlin and is now coordinated by Maxine Gray.
This group continues to be popular and meets monthly.

SHCUG’s first class room

!

Later, SHCUG was given access to what was originally the bedroom of Unit 6 (a mirror reverse of
unit 5) as it wasn’t needed by the community group. The wall between these rooms of 5 and 6 was
removed giving SHCUG access to the present sized room. A former committee member, Bob
Dowrick built the benches in the large class room where SHCUG’s equipment is situated now.
Apple-room

The other half of unit 6, when it became vacant too, was
offered to the Apple group. SHCUG provided the tables,
printer and chairs.The Apple group was formed in 2004
by Margaret Weatherall. Since 2007, they have
conducted weekly help sessions on Monday afternoons
for members with Apple computers, in favour of the
previous monthly meeting held on a Friday afternoon. In
2009 a new iMac was purchased and a bit later an iPad
as well. In 2012 a book case was added to the room,
filled with donated manuals for members to borrow.

In 2014 a weekly “Members Helping Members” session for PC users was commenced where any
member could visit the “Education Centre” from 10 am to 12 noon, for help with any problems they
encountered using their computer or the new toy, a tablet. These sessions are well patronised and most
of the time all the rooms are in use, including the end room that is still jokingly called the “Apple room”
as by now the PC and Apple users have blended together. It is pleasing to see long term members attend
whom we haven’t seen for a while.
Special thanks must go to past Presidents and all volunteers who worked tirelessly. Also to Allen Cupitt
and previous CEO’s of Harbison. Allen has been a supporter from day one and continues to be so. Don
Ross, present CEO of Harbison, has given SHCUG his support since he took up his position, for which
SHCUG is most grateful. The support and expertise of members past and present, alive or deceased
who were all volunteers and who worked with committees must also be recognised.
SHCUG has seen some changes in computer operating systems – from W3.0, to 3.1, to W95, 98, XP,
Vista, W7, 8 and 8.1. The Apple group started with OS 8.6, 9.2, followed by OSX Cheetah, Puma,
Panther, Tiger, Leopard, Snow-leopard, Lion, Mountain-lion and Mavericks.
Special thanks must also go to the committees that governed from SHCUG’s inception and to tutors,
who also gave tirelessly of their time and expertise; these people were also volunteers who worked
quietly in the background but who ensured SHCUG’s success for these past 20 year. 25th anniversary
to follow !!
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Notice Board
The
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group
is proudly sponsored by

Position vacant
The Southern Highlands Computer Users Group is looking for an
enthusiastic member to take on the position of

PRESIDENT

!

!

If keen email:
2015committee@gmail.com

Articles for Keyword.	

Have you got a pet subject you would like to write about and
share with our members?	

If so, let us hear from you, as there is room in Keyword for any
interesting articles about Microsoft, Apple or our special interest
groups.	

Email you story to; 2015committee@gmail.com	
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