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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number 
is.200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following 
address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assisting with navigating Android Phones and Tablets and iPhones and iPads. We do have 
tutors who are skilled in Software programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Pages, 
Keynote, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher and Affinity Design. 

Upcoming event: 
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Our agreement with Harbison regarding access to the internet has been terminated and acknowledgment of  this fact was 
received on 7th September.  It was good of  Harbison to have allowed us to try it but we had no choice but to make 
another arrangement and I can advise that the Telstra Hotspot is working well. 

Financial report: at the beginning of  August our total assets came to $10413.94.  We had no expenditure from the 
banking account and received 2 cents interest.  The term deposit remained at $7500.00  From the cashbox we paid 
$19.00 for refreshments.  Our total assets at the end of  August amounted to $10394.96.   

A note on Electric Vehicles:  Did you read the Sunday Telegraph on Sunday, 4th September?  On page 19 there 
appeared an article written by Warren Brown and I offer the following points which are based on his article.  (We are all 
aware of  the propaganda campaign to get people away from petroleum powered vehicles and may have come across 
mentions of  battery fires and recharging problems away from home.  I do not have an EV, do not know anyone who has 
one or who has had experience in one, so I was very interested in what Mr. Brown had to say.) 

He and a colleague were to travel from Goulburn to Griffith, 390 km to the west. The vehicle was a 2019 Tesla. (Now my 
Camry and my wife’s Impreza would eat that without refuelling) .   

Instead of  an instrument cluster on the dashboard there was something like a large iPad displaying all sorts of  
information, including Netflix and most important of  all, a map showing the nearest recharging stations. Our worthies 
stopped at Gundagai, Wagga Wagga and Narrandera before daring to take the last leg to Griffith.  At each stop there was 
a thirty to forty five minutes delay making essential the consumption of  bacon and egg rolls, vanilla slices or some other 
health food item, all good for the waistline during a day-long period of  inactivity. At each stop it was essential, they 
thought, to find out where the other drivers receiving a shot in their cars’ arms were going next as it was advisable always 
to beat the other fellows to the next station to avoid lengthy details waiting for a plug. (I can’t say I’ve ever thought that 
way driving my antiquated petrol powered vehicles in the country). A condition known as “range anxiety” appears to be 
associated with EV long distance driving as if  one does run out of  battery charge, the only way to the next stop is on the 
back of  a truck (no simply getting a can of  petrol from wherever and pouring it in the tank. A third eye might be useful, 
one which could concentrate only on the distance-to-run gauge and the voltage indicator.) 

Four final points to note.  The government’s fervour in pushing the public to buy EV’s is not matched by a similar fervour 
to extend the recharge-point network. EV’s are not fond of  long-distance high speed driving (what we do in the bush) but 
they are better suited to stop-start short haul trips in cities.  Batteries do not like cold temperatures so it is recommended 
elsewhere that cars be kept in heated garages (how would that affect your energy bill?).   

I quote two paragraphs of  Mr. Brown’s article verbatim:   

“Three weeks ago I was at a roadside servo between Wilcannia and Cobar, the cafe alive with grey nomads and tourists 
exploring NSW post-Covid.  But not an electric vehicle or charging station in sight.  

“In our diesel-powered Prado we had to make a 250 km detour due to flooding. How you could do that in an electric car 
out there I simply can’t imagine”. 

His last paragraph brought a smile to my face. “...our return journey was the long, anxious process of  charger-hopping in 
reverse sequence - sitting in the dark at Gundagai at 12.30 am while the car took on more volts tended to take the shine 
off  our grand motoring adventure – and not a vanilla slice in sight”. 

Well, I enjoyed the article.  I found it confirmed my thinking about these elements of  the brave new world.  As I said, I 
have never had one, and never will.  In fact I may not be driving more than another eighteen months, three-and-a-half  
years at most, and will never have to worry about finding a charging station anywhere. The sixteen years-old Camry will 
see me through,  Do any members wish to express their views regarding EV’s based on personal experience?  We would 
be pleased to receive them for future publication. 

Rodney Andrews



A little bit 
of nostalgia  

By Martina Oprey

The iMac G3 is one of  the most iconic computers that has ever existed - and while it was announced by Steve 
Jobs on 6 May 1998, it wasn’t released until 15 August of  that same year. The very first iMac was Bondi Blue, 
followed in 1999 by five more colours or ‘flavours’, Lime, Strawberry, Blueberry, Grape and Tangerine. The 
keyboard and ‘hockey puck’ mouse matched the colour scheme, too. Not everyone liked the shape of  this 
mouse. Some users found the mouse difficult to handle and, more importantly, orientate and its one-button 
design left some users frustrated.  

Beyond the unusual design, the iMac was also very important for Apple financially. It’s hard to imagine given 
its current cash-rich resources, but Apple was facing troubling times back in the late 1990s. The year1998 saw 
the corporation’s need to return to profitability or face bankruptcy. Apple co-founder, Steve Jobs, had left Apple 
under a cloud in 1995 but by 1997 had returned by a twist of  fate when Apple bought his new computer 
venture NeXT. The software developed by NeXT went on to become part of  the macOS software that we 
know so well today. 
 
The iMac was the first major Apple product to be released under Jobs’ second Apple tenure and was the first 
Apple design credited to Apple’s later chief  design officer, Sir Jonathan Ive. Ive studied Industrial Design at 
Newcastle Polytechnic in the UK and while working for a design agency, worked on some Apple designs for 
laptops. Ive became a full-time Apple employee in 1992 and, after rising to head of  industrial design, started on 
the iMac. Since then Ive has been the driving force behind iconic products like the iPod, iPhone and iPad and 
had a close relationship with Jobs until his death in 2011. Ive has now left Apple with a huge legacy in his wake. 

	 	 	 	 I have owned several of  these iMacs, the first one was a Bondi Blue G3, given to 	
	 	 	 	 me by a SHCUG member in 2005. I instantly loved it because for the first time I 	
	 	 	 	 could connect to the internet as the iMac had an in-built modem, the first iMac 	
	 	 	 	 that was completely internet ready as it came out off  its packing box, nothing to 	
	 	 	 	 add. I used it for many years, learning the pre-in stalled programs such as the 	
	 	 	 	 iLife suit (Pages, Numbers, Keynote) Safari, Mail and Apple works.  

Fast forward to 2021 and the iMac got another lovely redesign and available in a range of  rainbow colours but 
a familiar shape and layout - who knows what the future holds for Apple's all-in-one computer. 

Our club is fortunate in having acquired a lovely 24” Rose coloured M1 iMac which is available every Monday 
for all SHCUG members to use. Just come along to Scott Hall between 10 am and 4 pm and ask for a test 
drive.  

For the complete story Google 24 years of  the iMac: By Dan Grabham, Website Pocket-lint. 
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https://www.pocket-lint.com/gadgets/reviews/apple/68390-apple-ipod-video-audio-mp3.amphtml
https://www.pocket-lint.com/phones/buyers-guides/apple/134419-best-iphone-buying-guide.amphtml
https://www.pocket-lint.com/tablets/reviews/apple/71745-apple-ipad-review.amphtml


Windows 10 and Windows 11 are much safer than their predecessors and have some excellent security tools 
such as Windows Defender built in. Privacy-wise though, it they take a step backwards from earlier Windows 
systems. 

But there are quite a few tweaks that you can make to Windows Settings that can improve your privacy and as 
a bonus, you can improve your security and even enhance Windows performance as well. 

You might be thinking why doesn’t make these tweaks the default. There are reasons: firstly, some such as 
preventing information being secretly sent to Microsoft and stopping Microsoft ads, are not in Microsoft’s 
interest and secondly, some tweaks can affect very advanced uses of  Windows. 

For the best results there are lots of  settings that need to be changed and this can be a complex and daunting 
task. Thankfully there are two free software programs that will make these changes for you with the click of  a 
button. 

The first program and the one I recommend for most CCC class members, is called O&O ShutUp. It’s sleek, 
simple, and very easy to use, O&O ShutUp works for both Windows 10 and 11. This tool does exactly what it 
says on the tin: it disables all sorts of  stubborn, annoying Windows features. 

O&O ShutUp does not even require installation; you just download the EXE file, run it, and you're good to go. 
Once you run it, you'll immediately be shown a very long list of  Windows features the tool can block. 

For example, O&O ShutUp can, disable the camera on the log on screen, advertisements, timeline suggestions, 
error reporting, feedback reminders, automatic installations, Cortana, and more. 

O&O ShutUp comes with a huge range of  settings categories for you to explore. Each of  these groups has 
dozens of  features you can disable or enable. Sure, you could do most of  this manually through Windows itself, 
but that would take ages, and you'd risk messing up your system's configuration, so O&O ShutUp is very 
convenient in this regard. 

How to use O&O ShutUp 

Go to the website and download the program from the home page. It is perfectly safe – I’ve scanned it at 
VirusTotal,com and it is 100% clean. 

Double click the downloaded .exe file. It will run immediately – no installation is needed. 

When you will run it you will a screen like this: 

 A Free Windows Tool That Will Boost Your Privacy, 
Performance and Security 

By Chris Carvan
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This screen scrolls and in total it shows you hundreds of  settings 
you can each enable or disable with a switch. It also shows you 
the recommended state for each setting. 

Don’t be daunted, you don’t have to know anything about these 
settings. All you need do is apply the recommended settings and 
this can be done with a single click. 

To do this, click the Actions button at the top of  the screen 
and select “Apply only recommended settings” from the 
drop-down menu: 

Note that there is an Undo option so if  after running the program you experience problems you can restore 
everything to the factory defaults. 

Because O&O ShutUp does not run in the background you only need to run it once.  There is no need to run 
it again unless you experience problems or optionally, after a major update to Windows. It’s updated regularly 
so if  you run it again make sure you download the latest version. 

The second program is called Blackbird and it too’s lightweight and portable so it doesn’t require installation. It 
does similar things to O&O ShutUp, maybe even a bit more but its user interface is not as neat or easy to use 
and it lacks a simple undo option. For these reasons I only recommend it for advanced users. 

As soon as you launch Blackbird, it will start scanning your system for potential issues, and then offer to repair, 
block, disable, and otherwise modify thousands of  little Windows settings that could potentially compromise 
your security and privacy. 

So what does Blackbird do exactly, and how does it boost Windows security and privacy? Blackbird can block 
Windows telemetry completely, remove all ads as well as any built-in programs you want removed, disable 
annoying pop-ups, unnecessary Windows services, notifications and more. 

Using Blackbird, you can also protect your contacts and passwords, disable dozens of  data collection tasks, stop 
your computer from downloading Windows-affiliated software in the background, and in general block 
Microsoft from collecting and harvesting your data. 

Although I really like Blackbird it has a basic command window interface that is not really suitable for average 
Windows users which is why I’m not giving full installation and usage instructions. If  you are an experienced 
user you may find this Youtube video helpful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GNnYGTDEfY 

Be aware there is little to be gained using both Blackbird and O&O ShutUp, so just use one. 

When you will run it you will a screen like this:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GNnYGTDEfY


Gizmode has reported that Telstra is making the Wi-Fi already available on many of  its payphones 
free for all Australians. This comes just over a year after the Australian telco giant made calls on its 
payphones free. 

Telstra’s network of  payphones across Australia is comprised of  about 12,000 units and from today, 
3,000 of  those will offer free Wi-Fi (with the goal of  making Wi-Fi free at every location over the 
coming year). Think of  the free Wi-Fi you might get at a McDonalds, but totally localised around a 
payphone. 

“While a lot of  us take connectivity for granted these days, many isolated or vulnerable people, 
although they may have access to a mobile device, don’t always have the data to be able to connect,” 
said Telstra’s group executive for consumer and small business operations, Michael Ackland. 

“Free Wi-Fi has the potential to make a massive difference in their ability to stay connected to family 
and friends and access essential services.” 

Originally the Telstra payphone Wi-Fi network was available to its customers as a plan inclusion, but 
once the telco began to offer “unlimited” data on its post-paid plans it was made a redundant feature. 

Having free access to internet services across Australia is no small deal.  Be aware though that this 
public wi-fi and comes with all the usual security caveats when using public wi-fi systems.  Yet another 
good reason to have access to a VPN from your phone such as one of  the free services we covered in 
our last CCC session. 

 Free Public Wi-Fi Coming Your Way, Courtesy of  Telstra 
By Chris Carvan
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc is proudly 

sponsored by
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Wanted 
Have you got an article that you wish 
to publish in Keyword. Or you might 

have a suggestion for an article. 
Have you got something to sell, to 
swap or give away, advertise it in 

Keyword.  

Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com 

Queen Elizabeth 
1926-2022


