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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

   Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 56                                                                                    Contact 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.          J & M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	                           Apple Group	             Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.	 Genealogy	             	  4871-2873   and   4868-1229 
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, 	 	 Games Morning	  
from 10am to 12 noon.        	 	 	 	  

Upcoming events. 
Open-day, Saturday 3 November, from 10am to 3 pm in Unit 56. 
  
In this issue. 
1  Cover-page and committee members. 
2 Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3  From your committee.   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By your committee   
4  Checksum and what it is.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	          	 By Ron Cunnew  
5  Translating all Languages.                                             	 	 	                           By Martina Oprey 
6   iBooks, for the love of reading.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
7   Sell-Buy-Swapp-Freebies.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
8   Notice Board.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	  
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From your committee

John Sue

Ron Martina

Rodney

 

Well, Spring has arrived, even on our cover page there is blossom to be seen. 

Have you noticed the neat concrete edging along the flower bed at Unit 56? Peter Jackson did a good job on it 
and this will hopefully prevent the grass from encroaching into the garden bed. The geraniums too have had a 
good trim and with a bit of  warmer weather will no doubt recover from the frost bite received earlier this 
winter.  

The committee met on 7 September. Again there were no serious matters for discussion on the agenda. The 
committee decided to have another open day again and has set the date for this event for Saturday 3 
November, from 10am to 3pm. By doing this we hope to attract some new members for the following year.  

The games morning, set up nearly two years ago and cancelled earlier due to John Oprey not being well, will 
be restarted soon if  enough interest is shown. Besides computer games it has been suggested that other games, 
such as scrabble, card games etc, could be included. Anyone interested in joining this group could talk to a 
committee member on a Monday or email your interest to: shcugcontact@gmail.com 

Chris Carvan gave a most interesting series of  talks on computer security recently at his CCC talks. We are 
sure he would be happy to come and talk to our members on this important topic. It was interesting to learn 
how Microsoft and other software designers have means and ways of  learning much about us as we use our 
computers and it is not just whilst handling email that we give away our secrets. Smartphones also are able to 
yield up much about us, our activities and locations. 

If  members would like us to ask Chris to talk to us, please let us know and we will start the ball rolling.  

The committee. 

mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com
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How to check if  2 files are identical 

For a long time now I have been advocating that everyone should use the website “virustotal.com” to check out 
whether a file you have received or downloaded is safe to use and I have also emphasised that if  
“virustotal.com” has recently scanned and found this file safe... e.g. an “exe file” which will install some free 
software or other... it will straight away return that it is safe to use!   

This begs the question “how does virustotal know that this isn’t some bogus file which has the same name as the 
one you have downloaded or received?” 

The answer is in its “checksum”.  If  the checksum is identical then it’s the same file. 

 Checksum, what is it? ... it’s the result of  an arithmetic procedure and it is specific to the particular file. If  
any individual part of  the file (any individual “bit”) is different from the original there will be a mismatch which 
will produce an error message. 

An example of  a checksum is the last digit in the digit of  your credit card number... if  you make a mistake in 
entering the number in some transaction e.g. internet banking, there will be an error message created. 

The following comes from Chris Carvan and Computers, Coffee and Chat (U3A)... 

A checksum (sometimes called a file hash) is a single number describing a file, which has been calculated using 
a mathematical formula. There are many different mathematical formulae of  varying complexity that you can 
use to do this, but the system used by VirusTotal (called SHA-256) is designed so that the checksum for a file is 
virtually unique to that particular file. That means that if  the calculated checksum of  the file you uploaded is 
the same as that of  a file previously uploaded, then the two files are just about certain to be identical. 
The file name is not part of  the SHA-256 checksum calculation so whatever the file is called does not matter. It 
is the contents of  the file not its name that is important. Put another way, if  you have two files with different 
names but the same SHA-256 checksums, then the files can be assumed to be identical. If  you have two files of  
the same name but different checksums, then the files are definitely different. 
Because checksums can positively identify a file using a single set of  numbers, they are widely used in the 
computer industry to ensure a file is authentic and has not been corrupted or deliberately tampered with. 
Indeed, most CCC class members have probably encountered checksums as it is common practice to include a 
checksum for files you download from the internet. Once you have downloaded the file you can calculate the 
checksum for it on your computer and if  it is the same as that claimed by the developer, then you can be 
assured the file is exactly what you were expecting. 
Calculating checksums is a complex business and always done using special computer programs. Both Windows 
and Mac OS X have inbuilt programs to do this, but they are command line tools and hardly convenient to use. 
You can download free checksum programs that are much easier to use than the inbuilt tools but these days, 
most people calculate checksums by uploading their files to a website that will calculate 
the checksum on the spot for free. There are many such services but the one I suggest is https://
emn178.github.io/online-tools/sha256_checksum.html. This service is free, reputable, easy to use and allows 
you to calculate checksums using many different checksum systems. 
Usage is simple. Go to the website, select the checksum (i.e. file hash) method you want, then drag and drop 
your file to the upload window on the web page and the checksum will be calculated just about instantly. 
The checksum will be reported in “Hexadecimal” format. You don’t need to know anything about 
hexadecimal... just compare the 2 checksum “numbers” character for character.  If  they are identical the files 
are also identical. 

Checksum and what it is.       
by Ron Cunnew
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Translating all Langauges

The other day a member of  the Apple group brought along a photocopy of  a leaf  from a book, asking could I 
translate the text for him. The language it was written in was Russian and since I don’t speak nor read Russian, 
I had to think of  another way of  getting the job done. So I Googled “translate Russian into English” and found 
several websites that offered translations but settled for “Google translate”, which was top of  the list.  

The boxes in picture 2 are used to translate a Russian word into English. 

The picture on the left belongs to the website “Google Translate” 
and was placed at the top of  the list of  websites given. To get into 
the website, click on “Open in Google Translate” seen at the 
bottom left corner of  picture 1.

1

The Russian alphabet has Cyrillic characters not found on our computer keyboards (known also as qwerty). To 
overcome this, a virtual keyboard has been included in the lefthand box with the Russian word in it (pic 3). To 
access it do as follows: in the lefthand box click on the small triangle to the right of  the keyboard icon and click 
the mouse button. The virtual keyboard with the Russian characters will be displayed. Place the cursor of  the 
mouse on a key and click, the selected character will appear in the box above, repeat for each character.  

You can do this also on the iPad, but before you start you first have to add the Russian keyboard. To do this, tap 
on the “Settings” app on the Home page, next tap on “General” and find “Keyboard”  in the column to the 
right, tap on it. On the next screen, tap on “Keyboards”, than tap on “Add new Keyboard”. From the list given 
choose “Russian”, tap on it. To toggle between the “English” and “Russian” keyboards tap on the “globe icon” 
found to the right of  the “ABC/.?123” key at the left bottom edge of  the iPad’s virtual keyboard. 

The above also works for many other languages that are available on the iPad and in Google Translate. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                      Martina Oprey 

3

2
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iBooks, for the love of  reading
My passion for books goes back to my very early childhood when I was given my first book at the age of  four, I 
can still remember the story. I quickly memorised it, fooling visitors that I already could read. As I grew older I 
loved nothing better than to snuggle up near the heater during our cold Northern winters with a book, losing 
myself  in the story. Now in my senior years my love of  reading has not diminished but the way I acquire and 
read books has changed a great deal.  

Since the launching of  the iBook app on 19 January 2012 and installed by default on the iPad 2 and the iPod 
Touch (G 3), the app allowed users to purchase and download books from the iBooks Store onto these devices. 
Since I was given an iPad 2 in 2012, I soon made use of  this app, downloading books I was interested in. Now 
instead of  one book, I could carry a whole library in my backpack and most of  the reading was done during 
the long and tedious weekly journeys I made to and from Sydney.  

Like all apps the iBooks app has seen many improvements since its conception and is updated regularly. In 
2013 the first iBooks app version, compatible with the iMac, MacAir, MacBook and MacBook Pro’s, running 
OSX Mavericks was launched. Newer versions also became available for the iPads, iPhones and iPod Touch. 

To download and buy books from the iBooks Store, you need an Apple ID and password. In the iBooks app 
you can store and read iBooks, besides eBooks, audiobooks, PDF files such as newsletters/folders and ePubs 
that you find in other apps. You can browse the books by tapping on the “Featured” and ”Top Chards” icon or 
search for a book by tapping on the “Top Author” icon. Tap on the “My Books” icon and it will show all the 
books you downloaded and stored in your Library. Tap the “Purchased” icon and you’ll find all the books, free 
and payed for, that you downloaded including the ones stored in the Cloud. The above mentioned icons can be 
found on the bottom menu bar of  the page.  

In iBooks there are many categories to choose from, for example Biographies and Memoirs, Poetry, History, the 
Classics and Study Aids, just to name a few. Some books are free to download, others you need to pay for. Tap 
on a book in a chosen category and you will get a new window that shows the book’s cover and the price, if  not 
free. It also gives you a review of  the story and information about the language used, who published it, amount  
of  pages and how big the download is. You can download a sample for free, usually the first 30 pages or so.  

Reading books on an iPad, iPhone or iPod Touch is very easy. Tap on the” iBooks” icon on your Home Screen 
to open it, on the bottom menu bar tap on the “My Books” icon. When open it shows your library and your 
books. Choose a book and tap on it to open it. To turn the pages, swipe from right to left. If  you find the text to 
small, tap on the “AA” icon in the top menu bar. A tab will open allowing you to make the text larger, tap on A 
or smaller by tapping on A. You can also adjust the brightness of  the screen and when reading at night, you can 
switch over to the night view (black dot), turning the text white and the background black for less eyestrain. Tap 
on the “Bookmark” icon (small ribbon) and it will mark the last page you read before closing the book. You can 
read an iBook by yourself  or if  your eyes are not the best, you can choose an audio book and listen to the story. 

If  you use more than one Apple device on a daily basis, you can access all your books and audio books across 
your devices (iOS 9 or later and iTunes 12.4 on the Mac) providing they all have the same Apple ID and pass 
word. Once you have read a book and don’t want to keep it, you can delete (hide) it.  

Books from the iBook Store are inexpensive and my preferred payment is with an iTunes gift card. You can also 
gift a book from the iBook Store and send it via email using your  iMac, laptop, iPad, iPhone or iPad Touch. 
The recipient of  your gift must have an Apple device with the iBook app installed and have an Apple ID in the 
same country or region as you are. 

There are many websites to be found on the Internet for those who wish to learn more about the iBooks app. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          Martina Oprey 
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Sell-Buy-Swap-Freebies
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Anyone in need of  earbuds? 
Take your pick from this 

collection. 

White ones are Apple earbuds, 
upper left with microphone, lower 

right are just earbuds. 

All are free for the taking. 
If  interested collect from unit 56, 

between 10am and 4pm, any 
Monday.



Notice Board
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Wanted 

Have you got an article that you 
wish to publish in Keyword. 

Have you got something to sell, 
want to swap or give away, 

advertise it in Keyword. 

Please send it to 
shcugcontact@gmail.com
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