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How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor.  
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.   !
Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  !
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to  2015committee@gmail.com   !
Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6. 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.    J&M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	 Apple Group		                    Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month,	 	 Genealogy	 	 	       Maxine Gray 	  4869-4958 
from 10 am to 12 noon.	        	 	 	 	  
Wednesday mornings. 	 	             Assistance by appointment.     Maxine Gray          4869-4958	  !
Upcoming events. 
Chris Carvan will talk about Malware on August 23, at 10am in Scott Hall. 
!
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1  Cover-page and committee members. 
2  Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3  From the President	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Rodney Andrews 
4 Our wonderful new iMac has arrived	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	  
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7  Sandisk Connect, 32GB Wireless Stick	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.
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Two excellent months have passed for SHCUG.  Membership has grown by more than five and at the time of  
writing we have 110 paying members plus five life members.   It is pleasing that the downward Trend of  some 
recent years has, for the time at least, reversed. Word of  SHCUG’s reputation and purpose in the community is 
being spread. 
  
We told you last month that IMB Bank had granted us an amount with which to buy a new iMac computer.  
Martina did much legwork and got us a very attractive deal at the Apple Shop in Sydney and it has arrived in 
the training unit. It will be assembled and operational by the time members receive this Keyword edition. Now, 
we can advise that the Wingecarribee Shire Council, through its Community Assistance Fund, has donated Six 
Hundred Dollars to SHCUG for the purpose of  updating an old computer. Work on that project will 
commence before the end of  August and it will have high standard specifications. There will be a small 
additional cost to SHCUG to complete the update which will include the installation of  Windows 10 allowing 
us to move forward as software updates demand that that programme be installed. Interest on our investments 
will more than cover that cost by the end of  the year. Soon we may have printers that do not work on the older 
Windows versions and we will, in years to come, have to look at obtaining more modern printers.  But for now 
we are alright. We are grateful to IMB Bank and our council for their recognition and support. Members are 
invited to come and try the iMac. Millions of  people in the world claim they are superior to the PCs  most of  
us use. Can they all be wrong?  Why not come to a Monday session and see for yourself ? 
  
Chris Carvan’s presentation on Malware hazards and management will take place on 23rd August to a sell-out 
crowd though at the last minute there may be a few members unable to attend so if  you have not registered but 
would like a seat, check with Martina up to that date for a possible spot.   Assistance before 10 am would be 
appreciated to help with the setting up of  chairs and equipment.  Similarly we would be grateful for assistance 
to put away and clean up afterwards. 
  
We are sorry to have to announce that committee member Val Dickson has to leave the committee for some 
time due to personal reasons. She has been a wonderful help, maintaining minutes of  committee meetings. Her 
time allotted was about 4 hours per month. Can we ask that a person with that much time available would join 
us, if  only for a few months, to come and help in that function? Committee meetings are informative and we 
have lots of  fun and comradeship at them, at 10 am on the second Friday of  each month.  We wish Val all the 
best and send her our love and offers of  support in her difficulties. 
  
The committee is considering the likelihood of  holding an end of  year social gathering with a small tipple and 
lots of  tea, coffee and cake, probably to be held towards the end of  November. Indications of  members’ interest 
in attending would be appreciated. 
  
A new internet password for learning sessions in August has been received and it works just fine. 
  
In case anyone asks you, SHCUG helpers do not make house calls to assist in learning and improving skills.  
That does not prevent anyone going to a private home and providing help but it is emphasised that such an 
arrangement is a private matter, performed out of  the goodness of  one’s heart and is not a SHCUG-sponsored 
event.  SHCUG restricts its help offers to the training unit at Harbison, Burradoo. 
  
Best wishes to all from the President and committee.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT     



!
Our wonderful new iMac 	


has arrived. 

Come along during our Monday Sessions	

and	


ask for a demonstration	

or	


test drive it yourself .	
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Our Monday “Members Helping Members” sessions have been running now for well over two years. For those 
members who are new to SHCUG, these sessions were introduced after the customary monthly meetings, held 
in the East Bowral Community Hall in the evenings, had been abolished. This was due to a gradual decrease in 
attendance and also because of  difficulties in finding speakers for each venue. The“help sessions” for PC users 
also had come to an end around that time. SHCUG was in need of  a new direction. !
The Apple Group already did meet for many years on Monday afternoons in Unit 6 of  SHCUG’s Education 
Centre. They where a truly ‘self-help’ group where collective knowledge was freely shared. Apple users had 
little contact with their fellow PC members at that time and visa versa. One day a note was found taped on the 
door; “committee needs your help or else.” After some discussions one member volunteered and joined up. !
Some time later, during a committee meeting, a suggestion was made to start a PC users group like the Apple 
group. A place where PC users could gather, learn about Microsoft Windows and software programs, have their 
computer problems solved but also to have some social interaction with one another. These sessions should be 
informal, with a relaxed atmosphere to make new-comers feel at home. Members with more knowledge would 
be encouraged to help others who were not so advanced. It was also suggested that members should be allowed 
to bring along their own laptops to work on. All this was quite new to SHCUG and what they used to do. !
After some hesitations, SHCUG bit the bullet and allowed the“Members Helping Members” sessions to get off  
the ground and running. On the first session, eighteen PC users did come along and many of  these are the core 
group that come each week. Amongst them are experts in solving hardware problems; others know Microsoft 
Windows systems backwards. There are members with a good knowledge of  general computing and how to use 
a tablet or smartphone. All are there to help their fellow members with any problem they have. New members 
are always welcomed with a smile and so do quickly become part of  the group. 

Although each group has its own time slot, there are instances where PC’s and Apples at times get mixed up. 
The result has been that the two groups have somewhat blended together, which is a good thing, because we all 
are members of  the same club. Our interest is in computers and how they work, be it Windows or Apple/Mac.  !
As the co-ordinators of  the “Members Helping Members” sessions, being present each week, we are more than 
pleased with the number of  members who do come each week, making use of  these sessions. We are also very 
impressed with our helpers, who at times do solve quite difficult problems. What satisfies us most of  all though 
is seeing members leave each week, happy with the help received and/or having learned something new. !
Members, who haven’t visited these sessions yet, are cordially invited to do so.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        John and Martina Oprey	

Just a glimpse of  what happens 
during a 

 “Members Helping Members” 
Session. 
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Members Helping Members



                        Affinity Photo 
      The new Photo editing software program for Apple/Mac  
                         By Martina Oprey 

In last month ‘Keyword’, I wrote about the new drawing app ‘Affinity Designer’ for Apple/Mac. In this article I 
would like to say somethings about its companion, Affinity Photo, winner of  the ‘Mac App of  the year’ award, 
2015. Both programs are developed by Serif  (Europa) Ltd and exclusively developed for the Apple platforms, 
OSX 10.7.5 Lion and above. This is surprising, as Serif  is best know for its budget-priced desktop publishing, 
image-editing and vector drawing programs for the Windows systems. PhotoPlusX8 is one of  Serif ’s programs 
that some of  our PC members might have heard of  or be familiar with.  !
Affinity Photo is something altogether new and entirely different. Serif  developed it over the last six years and 
purely for the Apple/Mac. There still isn’t a Windows development waiting in the wings yet, from what I have 
been reading (there is for Affinity Designer). Affinity Photo is claimed to be vastly more professional than any 
other software program developed by Serif, so far. According to the critics, the program is a serious competitor 
for the well known Adobe Photoshop CC program, as it is just as powerful and loaded with top-end features. !
For some years I used Photoshop CS, helped at first by Anthony Fouracre who taught me the basics of  it, then 
upgraded to Photoshop CS5. Using it often, I have come to know it to some extent. So, why my interest in this 
new photo app? To be honest, curiosity mainly. But also wanting to upgrade to a newer version of  Photoshop. !
Adobe products previously could be purchased on CD, but now you need to sign up for a monthly subscription 
plan, paying Adobe a fee each month for the use of  their products. This now poses the following question: what 
happens if  you no longer wish to use the programs and stop paying for them, will you still be able to open its 
files? I would guess not! Affinity Photo, once payed for, is yours to keep. Compared with the $11.99 monthly fee 
Adobe Photoshop CC (including Lightroom CC) charges, Affinity Photo is very good value at $79.95, all up. !
Since I already had decided to buy Affinity Designer, I did also some research on Affinity Photo. The reviews I 
read were all positive. Affinity Photo and Affinity Designer are similar as to their  interface and how it works. 
Images for both programs share the same file format and are therefore fully interchangeable, an ability I liked. 
Affinity Photo has built-in support for Wacom graphics tablets or any other brand, as Affinity Designer has.  !
After downloading Affinity Designer I also downloaded Affinity Photo, paying for them with iTunes cards I had 
received as gifts and hadn't know what to spend them on. Both programs are installed on my iMac and laptop. !

Affinity Photo is a full blown photo editing program, offering lots of  
tools and commands that can be used to create new images or improve 
and/or manipulate them. A very small example is the images of  the 
five apples. By using the ‘Effect’ tool of  the program, I could change 
the colour of  each copy of  the green apple I made, into different 

colour shadings. !
Manuals for both programs are now found on the internet but these are somewhat expensive. Alternatively, you 
can find youtube tutorials to watch. Searching the internet recently, I found a glossy magazine called  ‘Affinity 
Review’. I downloaded the two issues on offer, both being free. These magazines are full of  information about 
both programs, giving full instructions on how certain tools are used, list of  keyboard short-cuts and more. It 
even has a few movie clips, demonstrating how to use the ‘Pen’ tool in Affinity Designer. Fascinating to watch.   !
Being amazed by the cleverness of  Affinity Photo and Affinity Designer and what can be created with each has 
made me quite determent to learn both programs. If  we have members who are interested in these programs, I 
love to hear from you.  
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       SANDISK CONNECT- 32GB Wireless stick 
The flash drive reinvented for your phone, tablet and computer. By M Oprey 

USB sticks or thumb drives have been around for a decade and more. Flipping through a computer catalogue 
recently, I noticed a ‘Sandisk wireless flash drive’ advertised amongst the normal variety on offer. It stated that 
it was compatible with Apple, Microsoft Windows and Android systems. This Sandisk stick could be used as a 
normal USB stick, or used ‘wirelessly’ with the help of  a mobil Sandisk app, to be downloaded from the Apple 
app store, Google play or Amazon, to access contents on Tablets, iPads, Smartphones and iPhones. !
Interested in any new gadget, I did a Google search and discovered that there were several wireless sticks made 
by Sandisk with different capacities, prices and designs.There were two identical looking sticks, a16GB that was 
guaranteed for one year and the newer 32GB stick that had a two year guarantee. Being curious by now I asked 
my son, but he hadn’t seen them either. A few days later, being mother’s day, I was handed a small package. He 
had bought me the 32GB Sandisk Connect, as he was just as curious as I was as to its usefulness.  !
So, is it a useful gadget to have and does it do what it claims it can? There’s only one way of  finding out and 
that is by using it. So, out the package it came. !
To set it up in the right way, I followed the instructions found inside the package. 
• To charge the Sandisk’s battery, I plugged its USB end into a USB slot of  my iMac. It did take less than the 

two hours stated, for a complete charge. Like all USB drives do “eject” it properly before pulling it out. 
• Next, I downloaded the mobile Sandisk app, shown on the package, from the App store onto my iPad. When 

it opened on the Homepage, I tapped on it and found preinstalled instruction on “how to connect it” and two 
icons. One had a menu for further instructions and tips, the other for (future) downloads on the iPad. 

• Last step was switching the Sandisk Connect on. When it is on, it shows a very small bright white light. !
Next step was to see if  I could add some stuff  from my iMac onto the Sandisk. 
• I switched the Sandisk off, then plugged its USB end into a USB slot of  my iMac. 
• After a split second the Sandisk icon appeared on my desktop. I renamed the Sandisk icon to “Martina W.” 
• I double clicked on the icon to open it and found already some stuff  in it. Some I did delete to no ill effect. 
• I opened my iTunes app and clicked and dragged two movie files over the Sandisk icon, which it copied. 
• That done, I ejected the drive (press command + E keys) and pulled it out. !
So far, every step taken was working properly. Back to the iPad ,would it connect to the Sandisk. 
• I pressed the power button of  the Sandisk, to switch it on again. 
• With the iPad switched on, I tapped the settings app to switch on the WiFi. The iPad found the Sandisk 

without any problems and connected to it. 
• Next, I tapped the Sandisk icon on the iPad’s Homepage and when it opened I could see the two movie files I 

had added to the Sandisk. I tapped on one movie file and it started to play. Wonderful! !
The last thing I checked was to see if  I could add stuff  from my iPad onto the Sandisk. 
• With the Sandisk and iPad both still on (including the WiFi of  the iPad), I tapped the Sandisk icon on the 

iPad’s Home page, to open it. Its window showed the two movie files that I had added to it.  
• To add files and folders to the Sandisk from the iPad, I tapped on the large grey button with red + (bottom 

of  the screen). A window appeared showing all the photos stored in my Photo app. I tapped on two photos 
to be added to the Sandisk. When done, I now noticed a red tab with ‘Select Destination’ on it at the bottom 
of  the screen. I tapped on this tab, getting another window and another red tab with ‘Copy Here’. Before you 
tap on that red tab, you first have to select a destination for the photos chosen, a new folder (tap +) or a folder 
that is already there. I chose ’New Folder’ named it and then tapped ‘Copy Here’. When done I got a window 
telling me that the transfer had been successful. I tapped on ‘New Folder’ and there they were. It all worked! !

Having used the Sandisk for some time now, it has proven helpful in transferring photos, videos and music files 
across my other devices. Having an iPad with only 16 GB of  hard-drive space, it can also take the overflow. 
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Notice Board

  The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

!
!

!
Can you help? !

SHCUG is in need of  a  
Minutes Secretary. !

Members interested in this position, 
Please email: 2015committee@ gmail.com !
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He has 
WiFi

Sharing our collective IT 
knowledge.	

Have you got a pet subject or a special gadget you 
use a lot? If so, do contact your committee. 

We love to run presentations and demonstrations  
on all things IT, but need members input.              

Email suggestions to,2015committee@gmail.com	
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