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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number 
is.200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following 
address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assisting with navigating Android Phones and Tablets and iPhones and iPads. We do have 
tutors who are skilled in Software programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Pages, 
Keynote, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher and Affinity Design. 

Upcoming event: 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents.	 	 	  By Martina Oprey 
3    From your committee.                                                                                                By Rodney Andrews 
4   Are Today’s Tablets a Real Alternative to Desktop and Laptop Computers        By Chris Carvan 
5   Creating a “Group” in Apple Mail                                                                            By Martina Oprey 
6   GMail’s new off line Feature                                                                                       By Martina Oprey 
7    Notice Board.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   By Martina Oprey 
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Greetings to all.  As I type these words the sun is shining.  What a change to the weather of  recent 
times.  Do you ever get the feeling the sun may just never shine again?  It’s lovely. 

No doubt you are all noticing the situation shown daily on TV re the Covid problem?  It certainly has 
not gone away and we would all be wise to continue to take precautions or to resume doing so.  It’s all 
up to the individual in many cases – to avoid it or succumb to it.  I am investing in a new packet of  
masks this week. 

It is good to see Ron Cunnew back on deck and available to help with PC problems.  I need another 
image created using Acronis and I will ask him to assist me.  This time I will make sure I have looked 
at You Tube on this matter and will do the job under Ron’s careful eye.  I hope you PC users are all 
making images of  your operating system and files at least twice a year.  Never know when you might 
need one.  Ron also reminded me that the day when Microsoft will start charging us for the use of  
Windows is getting closer.  In 2025 Windows 10 will no longer be serviced so I might be forced to 
update my computer – the present one will not run Windows 11.  One alternative to all that expense is 
to run a different operating system, possible Linux, which is very similar to Windows and will take 
only minimal new learning.  That will be my course of  action, whether this computer is still running 
or I have to replace it.   

At the beginning of  May SHCUG’s trading account had a balance of  $2747.15 and at the end of  
June we had  $2500.19.  Very few expenses are expected in August – possible just the internet payment 
for two months which we pay to Harbison.  The internet service we get through Harbison seems to be 
working fine.  School holidays seem to be keeping attendance numbers down but as they draw to a 
close soon, we expect numbers to climb again.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

Rodney Andrews 



Page 4

Just two or three years back the choice between a desktop computer and a tablet was simple.  Tablets were great for 
consuming content but if  you needed to create content or do some real work you needed a desktop or laptop computer. 
The reasoning behind this was straightforward. While tablets were light and portable their small screens, lack of  a 
keyboard and mouse and low powered processors made them poorly suited to creating documents, working with spread-
sheets, manipulating images or videos or any other demanding task. Sure they were great for reading emails, browsing 
the web or looking at photos and videos but that was a just about the limit of  their usefulness. 

Ah, how times have changed. 
A number of  today’s tablets like the M1 and M2 powered iPad Airs have extremely powerful processors, more powerful 
in fact than many desktop computers. They also have optional keyboards and can connect to a mouse or an external 
large screen monitor. Sure, cheaper tablets may lack all these features but even these have come a long way in the last few 
years. So, are modern, powerful tablets a viable alternative to desktop or laptop computers? 
To make things tangible let’s look at some actual products, the Apple iPad Air tablet, the Apple MacBook Air laptop and 
the Apple iMac desktop computer. The M1 powered iPad Air with 256GB of  storage comes in at $1159. To that you 
would want to add a smart folio keyboard case at $269 and a magic mouse at $139 a total of  $1567. The  M1 powered 
MacBook Air with 256GB of  storage costs $1499 and that includes a magic keyboard. An iMac with 256MB of  SSD 
storage costs $2199 including the magic keyboard and magic mouse. 

There is a big difference in screen size.  The iPad Air is around 11”, the MacBook Air 13” is and the iMac is 24.”   
As for speed the iPad Air and iMac Air both use the M1 processor and should be quite close in speed. The iMac though, 
uses the older Intel chipset and is probably slower though not by much. So overall, there should be not much difference in 
the speed of  the three devices. The iMac Air and iMac keyboards are very similar. The smart folio keyboard on the iPad 
Air wouldn’t be as good though if  you upgraded from the $269 smart folio case to the $449 magic keyboard, you would 
go close to matching the other keyboards and get a touchpad as well. 

Then there is the question of  ports. The iPad Air only has a single Thunderbolt port, the MacBook Air has two while the 
iMac has two Thunderbolt ports plus two USB 3 ports. So, from a hardware performance point of  view there is little to 
choose between the three. The big differences lie in screen size. But be aware that with some limitations, you can connect 
an external monitor to both the iPad Air and MacBook Air, though that would add to the cost. From a portability point 
of  view the iPad Air is the winner with the iMac Air not far behind. The iMac is not portable. My analysis is that 
performance-wise all three devices would just about do any job you want. The big difference is not the hardware but the 
software. 

The iPad runs iPadOS while the MacBook Air and iMac use MacOS.  
MacOS is a full blown operating system with many similarities to Windows and Linux. iPadOS is a variant of  iOS and is 
much more limited than MacOS. Multi-tasking support is clunky as is access to the file system. It’s a great operating 
system for mobile devices but as a desktop replacement it has significant limitations. For straightforward tasks such as 
email, browsing the web, writing documents or creating spreadsheets these limitations are not that important but if  you 
want to work with multiple applications in multiple windows then these limitations quickly become real. iPadOS 16 due 
this October takes some useful steps forward in reducing these iPadOS limitations, but they still remain.  For many users 
who do not do complex work these limitations may not be of  importance but for others they may well be critical. 

So what’s the task-away: 
• Modern tablets are as powerful as desktops 
• High end tablets fitted with keyboards and a mouse have comparable usability to desktop computers 
• Screen size is an issue 
• The major difference between tablets and desktops lies in the operating system. For users who carry out complex 

work the simpler operating system on tablets may be problematic. 
• For many people who use their computers for straight forward tasks, modern tablets are a viable alternative to 

desktops and laptops providing their smaller screen size is acceptable or they are used with an external monitor. 

Are Today’s Tablets a Real Alternative to Desktop and Laptop Computers 
by Chris Carvan



             Creating a “Group”          in Apple Mail.      By Martina Oprey

Sending letters via the post is used less and less these days, as sending letters by email is so much faster. With 
Christmas only five months away, I was thinking of  a way of  sending my Season Greetings to all my family 
members and friends in one hit rather then one by one. In Apple Mail there is an option for creating a Group 
which allows you to sent the same message to multiple individuals in one go.  

Creating a Group using Apple Mail on an iMac/Laptop. 
	 	 The first step in creating a Group is done with the help of  the Contacts application, which by 		
	 	 default is pre- installed on all macOS and iOS Apple devices. Double click on the Contacts icon 	
	 	 on your Dock to open it. From the Contacts main menu bar click on File and select New 	 	
	 	 Group. The new group will appear as an untitled Group in the left collum of  the card. Click 	 	
	 	 in the untitled label of  the New Group and type in the name you want to give to that New 	 	
	 	 Group. Press the Return/Enter key on the keyboard to save the New Group, which currently 
has a new name but no members. 

Adding members to the Group. 
Next, you will have to add members to the group. You can do this by dragging and dropping existing entries 
already in the Contact app into the Group or adding new contacts as needed. To add new contacts to the 

Group click on the Groups name (see red arrow) in the left column of  the card ( if  it is not visible click on All 
Contacts to reveal it). On the right side of  the card, click on the + sign (see red arrow) at the bottom. Select 
New Contact from the choices given and a new Window will open in which you type the name, surname, 
email address and mobile number of  the new contact where indicated. When finished click on the Done 
button at the bottom of  the card. Repeat this for each new contact that you want to add to the Group.  

Sending a Group using Apple Mail.  
Double click on the Mail application in the Dock to open it. When open click on the New Message icon in the 
top menu bar giving you a new window. Apart from the To field you might also see a field marked Cc, standing 
for Carbon Copy and Bcc, standing for Blind Carbon Copy. The difference between Cc and Bcc is that Cc will 
show the names of  all contacts of  the Group to each recipient whilst Bcc will hide these. You can change these 
settings by clicking on View in Mail’s main menu bar and select or deselect each or both option. For a Group it 
is best to use the Bcc option. In the To field type the email address of  first contact of  the Group, in the Bcc 
field type the name of  the Group. When done compose a message for the group and click on the paper aero 
plane icon to send it. 

Creating a group using Apple Mail on an iPhone or iPad. 
Tab the Settings app to open it, tap your name at the top, then tap iCloud. Check if  Contacts has a green slider 
next to it. Switch over to an macOS device and log into iCloud.com using your Apple ID. Select Contacts. 
You’ll see all the contacts from your iOS device presented in a list. Click the + sign at the bottom of  the right 
side of  the card. From the choices given select New Group. Name the New Group and click the Done button, it 
will appear in the lefthand column of  the card. To delete a Group, click on the Group’s name to select it then 
click the cog at the bottom of  the left column and click delete.   
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http://iCloud.com


GMail’s new off  line Feature
Over the years I have seen many members of  SHCUG using a GMail account for sending and receiving mail, 
including myself. GMail is a Cloud based service owned by Google and emails are accessible from anywhere in 
the world providing there is Internet available. GMail has seen several improvements as Google often added 
new features to the application over the years. Last week I read an article about the latest feature of  Gmail 
which I thought might interest some of  our members who use this application.  

Gmail Now Works Without Internet 
Email services like Gmail or any other service require an active internet connection to enable users to check 
their mail inbox, get new mails, and respond to them. However, with the offline mail mode enabled for Gmail, 
users will be able to access more or less every feature of  Google’s email service without any inter 
net. They will be able to check their inbox, open up unread emails, and even send new emails to recipients. 
Should you want to use the offline mode for Gmail, follow the steps below. 

Please note: Apple users will have to install the browser Chrome version 61 or higher in order to use the 
Offline feature as Safari is missing some features to enable “Offline”.  

Open your Gmail account on your Mac, Linux, or Windows PC and access the 
settings by clicking on the cog icon (see red arrow on image below) at the top right 
corner. In the pop-up menu, select “See all settings” to open the settings menu 
(see red arrow on the image to the left). 

When the” Settings” window is open, click on the word “Offline” and then, check the box for “Enable 

offline mail” to turn on offline mode for Gmail. You can also choose the desired settings for this feature. 
Once done, click the “Save Changes” button at the bottom. When the offline mode is turned on, 
Gmail will automatically sync your latest emails for offline access and keep them for a certain 
period, ranging from 7 days to 90 days. 

However, it is worth mentioning that sending an email in offline mode will not actually send the mail to a 
recipient. Rather it will save the composed mail in the “Outbox” folder and send it as soon as the 
user gets back online. Google also suggests that users should bookmark Gmail in their Chrome browsers to 
easily access the platform while being offline. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
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    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  
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Wanted 
Have you got an article that 

you wish to publish in 
Keyword. Or you might 
have a suggestion for an 

article. 
Have you got something to 
sell, to swap or give away, 
advertise it in Keyword.  

Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com 


