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   Unit 5 and 6 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to  2015committee@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6. 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.          J&M Oprey           4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	                           Apple Group	             Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am to 12 noon.	 Genealogy	              Maxine Gray          4869-4958 
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, 	 	 Games Morning	  
from 10am to 12 noon.        	 	 	 	  

Upcoming events. 

In this issue. 
1   Cover-page and committee members. 
2  Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   From your committee	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By your committee 
4  Windows 10S, what we should know about this new OS 	 	 	 	 By Brian Graham 
5   Windows 10S, what we should know about this new OS, continue 	 	 By Brian Graham 
6   App developers at Apple’s WWDC 2017	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
7   Climbing heigh to macOS HighSierra 		 	 	 	                           By Martina Oprey 
8   Notice Board.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	
	 	 	 	 	 	  

Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

mailto:2015committee@gmail.com
mailto:2015committee@gmail.com


Page 3

Peter Wendy John
Rodney

Sue Ron Martina

Things are going fine at SHCUG. Membership is growing and is nearing 140 members, including our nine life 
members. One or two of  them have changed their address without notifying our membership Secretary, so we 
will have to contact them with a request for the fresh information. This is important for all to think about when 
renewing using the electronic funds transfer facility – unless members advise us of  changes to their personal 
details we cannot keep compulsory records up to date. The committee is currently conducting a continuing 
mini-working bee to try to keep the place spic and span. Your help in keeping it that way is always appreciated. 

Have you heard of  Belarc? If  you have never heard of  it please don’t bother to research it. It may be of  no 
value or importance to you. But if  you do know what it is I would like you to share with me what purpose you 
think it serves us if  we print out its reports. One member has requested an updated edition – that was done 
more than a week ago and they are in my possession as I write this note. Some knowledgeable people suggest it 
is of  no use to most users but means something to technicians. Some say it is a waste of  time, paper and ink.  
We have 6 PC’s with regard to which I printed the reports taking 30 sheets of  paper. Whoever looks at them?  I 
would like to hear from anyone who obtains benefit from this kind of  document. I am open-minded about 
Belarc. 

One of  the advertisers who bombards me with information about their wares currently displays two unusual 
scanners. One appears to be slightly longer than an A4 sheet of  paper is wide and is itself  about 4 cm wide. It 
is used by turning it on and running it vertically down a page, or many pages, scanning one line at a time. It is 
connected to a computer by cable. If  it is as good as they suggest it would be useful for people who need to scan 
books and other documents – I have the genealogy group in mind. It seems to be useable with numerous word 
processing programmes. Priced around $99.00. It is not suitable for Mac products. 

The second type is more like a pen with a small scanning tip instead of  a nib. With this, scanning is done one 
line at a time and this one seems to have a cable and USB plug for connection to a computer. Again, numerous 
word processing programmes seem to be useable with it. Prices currently range from  $79.00 to $129.00 
according to model reviewed. They are not suitable for Apple computers. 

I have two all in one printers at home which do excellent scanning and copying jobs. They are of  no use if  I 
find something in a library or someone else’s home that I would like to be able to copy. So the above items are 
probably only of  interest to people needing portability. If  and when we are moved to a new location at 
Harbison, that may apply to us as we will be restricted to a smaller number of  PC’s and other equipment there.  
At this stage neither SHCUG nor I have any intention of  buying one of  these things but if  you are interested, 
you might look at articles entitled “IRISPen Executive 7” and “IRISScan Express 4” et al.   

Rodney Andrews, President 

From your committee



What we should know about this new OS 

Windows 10 S  isn't the Windows 10 home version you're probably using at home or the Windows 10 Pro 
version you're using at work. Here's what you need to know. 

Windows 10 S is a streamlined operating system that will come pre-installed on computers like 
Surface Laptop, HP's ProBook x360 Education Edition and others. It's Microsoft's attempt to compete with 
Google's ChromeOS. 

Windows 10 S isn't for everyone. Here are a few reasons to carefully evaluate 10 S before you start using it.              
1. Fast - It'll take you about 15 seconds to boot up your computer. 

2. No password - You'll log in using Microsoft's biometric access, Windows Hello. 

3. Long battery life - Microsoft says you'll get up to 14.5 hours of  use on a single battery charge. 

4. Security - You'll access programs through Windows Store, which screens programs for safety; plus Windows 
Defender and other security features are built in. 

5. Windows Store - You'll be able to use only programs that are on Windows Store, meaning other programs 
and apps that you love won't be there 

6. Microsoft Edge - Microsoft's relatively new, secure and perfectly OK web browser, Microsoft Edge, is the 
only web browser you'll be able to use - so, no more Firefox or Chrome. 

7. Bing - Microsoft has made a valiant effort to compete with Google with its search engine Bing, but it's just not 
as good. 

How you can get Windows 10 S                                                                                                                              
If  Windows 10 S sounds like a good option for you, you'll get it only by buying laptops that have it pre-installed. 
That includes Microsoft's Surface Laptop. Surface has an increasingly ardent fan base. But the tablets and new 
laptop are pricey. 

Where does this edition fit in the Windows 10 family?                                                     

Windows 10 S is basically Windows 10 Pro, with a locked-down configuration that makes it easier to manage 
and less susceptible to security and performance issues. 

Does it run all Windows programs?                                                                                                                
No. The most important part of  the Windows 10 S configuration is a setting that prevents it from running any 
apps that aren't included with Windows 10 or available through the Windows Store. That limitation isn't quite as 
dramatic as it sounds. Third-party app developers can convert traditional desktop apps to the Universal 
Windows Platform and make them available through the Store. Slack and Evernote, for example, are there 
now, along with 500 other apps that have gone through the conversion process using the Desktop Bridge tools 
( formerly code-named "Project Centennial”). Office 365 is arriving soon, and Spotify is on track to hit the 
Windows Store this summer. But a PC running Windows 10 S won't run desktop programs that you download 
and run using a standard Windows installer. That means a dramatically reduced risk of  installing malware. It 
also means OEMs can't load a new PC up with crap-ware that hurts its performance. Of  course, that also 
prevents some very high-profile apps, including iTunes, from running. And it's unlikely that any third-party anti 
virus programs will be available. 

Page 4

Microsoft Surface Pro



What browsers are available?                                                                                                                                        
The Windows 10 S configuration locks it to the Edge browser. There are no other options for desktop browsers. 
That means Google Chrome, for example, won't run unless Google develops a Universal Windows Platform 
version of  Chrome and submits it to the Store. We don't know whether Internet Explorer 11 will be available as 
an option. The default search provider is Bing (and "designated regional search providers"). That setting 
controls searches from the address bar and the task-bar search box and cannot be changed. Of  course, nothing 
prevents a user from creating a bookmark to Google Search, or even setting it as the home page. 

What about hardware support?                                                                                                             
Microsoft says "Many hardware peripherals (such as printers) that work with Windows 10 today will work with 
Windows 10 S, but may have limited functionality." Presumably this is because third-party drivers and utility 
software will not be allowed to install. 

At the New York event, Microsoft name-checked seven PC makers who will be selling Windows 10 S PCs, at 
prices starting at $189. Microsoft's own flagship Windows 10 S device is the Surface Laptop, also announced 
today, which starts at $999. 

Can a PC running Windows 10 S join a domain?                                                                                
Domain join is not supported on traditional Active Directory-based Windows networks. You can, however, join 
a Windows 10 S PC to Azure Active Directory. You can also roam an enterprise profile using Azure AD 

Is BitLocker disk encryption available?                                                                                                       
Yes. The BitLocker feature -- available in Windows 10 Pro but not Home -- is available on Windows 10 S 
devices. 

Can updates be managed?                                                                                                                               
Like Windows 10 Pro, Windows 10 S supports Windows Update for Business, which allows administrators to 
choose deployment schedules for feature updates and defer normal quality updates for up to 30 days. Windows 
10 S PCs are also fully manageable using mobile device management software, including Microsoft Intune. 

How does the upgrade to Windows 10 Pro work?                                                                                        
The upgrade costs $49 and is managed through the Windows Store. (It's possible that a valid Windows 10 Pro 
product key will also perform this upgrade.) 

Once the machine is upgraded to Windows 10 Pro, the Windows 10 S configuration is not available.		

By Brian B Graham 
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Apple’s biggest event is its World Wide Developers Conference, held each year in June in San Jose, California, 
USA. Yuma Soerianto, a student from Mount View Primary School in Melbourne, was the youngest attendee 
at just ten years of  age, after winning a scholarship to attend Apple’s conference in 2017.  

This bright boy has already created apps for the iPhone and iPad and five apps developed by him are available 
from the App Store. At the conference Yuma met Tim Cook. The app that instantly impressed the CEO of  
Apple was the one he had quickly made on the flight over from Australia to help his parents work out the price 
for goods by adding the local sales tax and doing the currency conversion when shopping for souvenirs during 
their trip. 

Like many children of  today, Yuma showed an early interest in computers. At the tender age of  six he decided 
to learn coding so he could build websites. Last year he turned his attention to the iPhone and iPad and started 
building apps for these devices with the help of  “Swift Playgrounds” an app that can be downloaded onto an 
iPad and is designed for children to help develop their coding skills. After mastering this app, Yuma enrolled 
himself  in a free online coding course offered by Stanford University US, using the iTunes U app on the iPad. 

Yuma has a big heart and wants to share his acquired knowledge with other children, showing them how easy it 
is to learn to code. To achieve this he has started his own YouTube channel called “Anyone Can Code” offering 
tutorials to enthusiastic students and already has over 800 subscribers. In a recent interview with the Daily Mail 
Australia, Yuma revealed that he had made the YouTube channel with children in mind but it seems that most 
of  the comments he receives do come from adults.  

There was another remarkable person attending the 2017 World Wide Developers Conference.  

Her name is Masako Wakamiya and she is 82 years young, proving 
that age is no limitation or excuse when it comes to developing apps. 
Before retiring from the workforce Masako was a Banker, producer 
of  textbooks and is now an app developer and the oldest attendee at 
Apple’s World Wide Developers Conference. Masako claimed to 
have said in an interview that she was first exposed to computers 22 
years ago, but that her online literacy has always been an uphill 
battle. When she realised that fellow seniors struggled with digital 
products on offer, especially with games, she took it upon herself  to 
develop something that would help fix the problem.  

The app Masako developed for seniors is called “Hinadan”, drawing upon the Japanese cultural knowledge of  
Hinamatsuri, or “girl’s day”. In the game players have to match dolls with the right dresses and line them up in 
the right order. This game does not require nibble fingers or quick reflexes that are necessary to play the many 
games of  today, an ability seniors, on average, gradually lose over time.    

There you have it, proof  that it is never to early or too late to learn new skills. Maybe the above story might 
inspire a few of  our members to venture a bit further than emailing and Googling. The computers we use and 
the software (apps) available to us do give us an opportunity to extend knowledge and/or for endless creativity.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Martina Oprey 

Here are four apps by Yuma 
Kid’s Calculator  
Pocket Poke. 
Weather Duck 
Let’s stack
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We better get ourselves ready for another update, called macOS High Sierra (10.13). This update is technically 
a minor update to MacOS Sierra (10.12.3) and will be available to us here in Australia around 19 September. 
As with previous updates, High Sierra will be a total free download from the Mac App Store for the iMac, Mac 
mini and the various laptop models that are able to run it. Comments I read on several websites indicated that 
most Mac enthusiasts seem to be quite happy with this upcoming update. 

If  you did update your computer to macOS Sierra, you can also update to macOS High Sierra. If  you haven't 
as yet and are wondering if  your computer can run this update, find below the list of  all the models that can. 
MacBook	 	 late 2009 or later 
MacBook Air	 2010 or later 
MacBook Pro	 2010 or later 
Mac mini	 	 2010 or later 
Mac Pro	 	 2010 or later 
iMac	 	 	 Late 2009 or later 

As can be seen from the list, computers and laptops as old as seven years are still able to run this update, great 
news for those who have older devices that are still working fine. There are some restrictions though. If  you 
own a computer that was built prior to 2012, you can't take advantage of  the Metal Graphics framework and 
many of  the Continuity features, the rest of  the update though should work fine. One thing you might want to 
consider is to add some memory to your older device before updating it to the next level. Four GB of  RAM is 
the minimum to run this update, eight GB of  memory is even better, providing your computer has the capacity 
to accomodate this amount of  RAM . 

All of  macOS High Sierra’s new features are ‘under the hood’ so to speak and might go unnoticed by many of  
us. Updates have been made to the following apps, some we might use on a day to day basis. See list below. 
Safari    Photos    Mail    Siri    iCloud    Spotlight    Notes    FaceTime                                   

There will also be changes to the core technologies, see the list below. 
• A new Apple File System 
• Improvements that will enhance 4K video playback 
• The graphics capabilities will be improved, bringing Virtual Reality to supported Macs.  

The improvements that come with macOS Sierra are far too lengthy for me to explain as they won’t fit onto 
one  page by far. Members of  our Apple Group, who wish to know the complete details of  the update can 
Google for instance; Apple WWDC 2017, or Macworld.    
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Martina Oprey 

Climbing high 
to  

macOS High Sierra
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Notice Board

Page 8

        The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Getting to know the  
Bits and Bytes 

A bit (short for Binary digit) is the 
smallest unit of data in a computer  

   8 Bits                 = a Byte 
  1000 Bytes          = a Kilobyte 
  1000 Kilobytes    = a Megabyte 
  1000 Megabytes  = a Gigabyte 
  1000 Gigabytes   = a Terabyte 
  1000 Terabytes   = a Petabyte 
  1000 Petabytes   = a Exabyte 
  1000 Exabytes    = a Zetabyte 
  1000 Zetabytes   = a Yottabyte


