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How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor.  
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.   !
Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  !
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to  2015committee@gmail.com   !
Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6. 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.    J&M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	 Apple Group		                   Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month,	 	 Genealogy	 	 	      Maxine Gray 	  4869-4958 
from 10 am to 12 noon.	        	 	 	 	  
Wednesday mornings. 	 	 	 Tutoring by appointment.	      Maxine Gray          4869-4958	  !
Upcoming events. 
Chris Carvan will talk about Malware on Tuesday, August 23, at 10 am in Scott Hall. 
!
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7   Affinity Design, the new drawing program for the creative Artist  		              By Martina Oprey 
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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.
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From your committee.

As announced in our March newsletter SHCUG applied for a grant offered by the IMB bank. Some weeks 
later we were notified that we had been shortlisted. Imagine our surprise and delight when we received a letter 
telling us that we had been successful but had to stay silent about it until a certain date. So, read the following. !
On Tuesday 28th June, our President Rodney Andrews, accompanied by John and Martina Oprey, attended 
the IMB grants presentation ceremony held at the Novotel Hotel at Wollongong. The availability of  grants to 
community groups was advertised early this year. Approximately 250 groups did apply and SHCUG was one 
of  about twenty who were successful which we should all recognise places our organisation high in the esteem 
of  the grants committee of  the IMB Bank Community Funding Foundation. !
Our application explained the activities SHCUG conducts and the weekly help Harbison residents receive that 
members past and present provide. It specifically nominated, as its aim, to replace a 9 year old iMac computer 
with a newer version. The grant we received will cover the cost of  a 21.5” iMac and the change left over nearly 
enough to add an external CD/DVD drive to enhance the new iMac’s capability.  !
In his acceptance speech to the management members of  the IMB Bank, our President described SHCUG’s 
activities offered to its members. He stressed above all the importance of  the roles taken up by our volunteers, 
all members of  SHCUG, who tutor, those who assist helping others and the role Maxine Gray plays in promo-
ting Genealogy as a stream of  interest to all who are interested. Without this help SHCUG could not exist.  !
After the ceremony the manager of  the Bowral branch of  IMB, a board member and several other recipients 
spoke to us in warm terms, expressing their appreciation and the value of  our place in our community. The 
certificate received from the IMB Bank Community Funding Foundation will take pride of  place in unit 5/6. !
For the past three weeks Martina has been doing some research, looking at iMacs best suited for our members 
needs that we can afford and where we can buy it for the best price. Officeworks and Harvey Norman, both in 
North Ryde, have been approached as to prices. Apple, after inquiring, will price match and if  they do is the 
preferred place of  purchase.  !
As mentioned before, the free update to Windows 10 is getting ever closer (see page 5 for further information). 
Your committee decided to upgrade two of  their PC’s running Windows 8.1 to Windows 10 and leaving the 
PC’s with Windows 7 as they are for the benefit of  members who are staying with this OS. Microsoft promised 
to support Windows 7 until January 1, 2020.  !
Chris Carvan will do a presentation about Malware, as a ‘follow up’ of  the article “getting to know them” that 
was published in our May newsletter. Quite a few Monday people have already put their name down to attend. 
Scott Hall will hold about 35 people, so if  you want to be sure of  a seat, book now (see page 4). !
And that is the lot for this months. !
Your committee. !



!
!
!

The Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  
invites members  

 to 
   CHRIS CARVAN’S 

  presentation about 
MALICIOUS SOFTWARE 

!
to be held in Scott Hall 

on Tuesday August 23, at 10am. 
!
!

Learn what malware is and can do to your computer system  
and  

how you can avoid being infected by them. 
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!

Seats are limited, so be early and book your seat by emailing to; 2015committee@gmail.com 

!
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It is decision time for Microsoft Windows users as the date of  the free update to Windows 10 is getting closer. 
Brian Graham and John Sutanto, both very familiar with Windows 10, did sent information about this to me. I 
have woven the two articles somewhat together as there was similar information in it, but also additional stuff. 

On August 2nd, Microsoft will be releasing the Anniversary Update for Windows 10 that the company has 
been publicly testing with Windows Insiders for seven months. This is the second major update to the platform 
(the first arrived in November of  2015) and as the name suggest, these new features for Windows 10 arrive on 
(nearly) the one-year anniversary release of  Windows 10. 

The update brings with it many enhancements including a refined Start menu, new features for the taskbar 
such as badging for UWP apps to highlight notifications, improved pen input with Windows Ink, Edge now 
supports extensions and the list goes on and on. But arguably the biggest improvements come in the form of  
security enhancements that will make the platform more secure for both consumers and corporations. 

There are two new security enhancements: Windows Hello for apps and Windows Defender.                             
1 Windows Hello for apps allows modern applications to use the biometric support built into Windows 10 to 
login into an application. For example, if  you own a Surface Book, you can authenticate to an app with your 
face using the built-in Windows Hello camera.                                                                                                       
2 Windows Defender, the company’s free anti-malware service, now has the ability to schedule periodic quick 
scans. Also, there are new reporting summaries and notifications if  malware is found on your device. 

Microsoft has been pushing Windows 10 aggressively to consumers and to businesses by placing advertisements 
on the desktop and automatically downloading the OS via Windows Update. The company says that there are 
more than 350 million devices running the OS and that they are still on track to hit 1 billion devices running 
Windows 10 in the next two years. 

The Anniversary update brings more polish to Windows 10 and also the end to the free upgrade offer for 
Windows 7 SP1, 8 and 8.1 users. If  you have been thinking about upgrading to Windows 10 but have not done 
so as of  yet, you need to act soon because after July 29th, the update will no longer be free. 

There are two ways to upgrade your PC or laptop to Windows 10:                                                                            
1 Download/install it from the internet by clicking on the offer icon on your device, then follow instructions.       
2 Another way is to download it from a special made bootable USB-ISO file. 

John Sutanto has a bootable USB-ISO file of  Windows 10 (from November 2015) that he has made available to 
SHCUG members. Members who wish to take up option 2 are advised to first clean up/speed up their device 
before upgrading, no viruses etc. To upgrade from the bootable USB-IOS file will take about three hours. You 
will have to do further updates but these can be done in stages from the internet. You might experience some 
small problems after upgrading to Windows 10, such as: current installed apps might need updating or to be re-
installed. Drivers might need updating. Some programs might not be compatible with Windows 10.  

If  unsure about upgrading to Windows 10, do come to the Monday sessions and have a chat with John. Test 
drive the windows 10 PC SHCUG has in unit 6, and check for apps compatibility. If  you find that you are not 
happy with Windows 10 after updating to it, know that you always can revert back to the original Windows OS.  

Anniversary Update for Windows 10 
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        The ‘Apple enthusiasts’ of  
                     the 
          Southern Highlands Computer Users Group  by  Martina Oprey 

Some of  our members might not know that under the umbrella of  SHCUG is a small band of  enthusiastic 
Apple users. This group was started many years ago, in 2004 if  I remember rightly, by Margaret Weatherall, as 
there was no support at all for Apple users in the Southern Highlands, at that time. She soon had a following, 
attracting quite a few SHCUG members who did use Apple computers. I joined this group in 2005. !
At first Margaret organised monthly meetings with demonstrations on Apple software conducted by Jeff  Hinde, 
an Apple technician from Burradoo. These demonstrations, held in unit 5, were great and we did learn a lot. 
After a few years Jeff  was no longer available and so the monthly meetings changed to weekly get-togethers, for 
a more “hands on” approach to learning. SHCUG bought the group an eMac and together with two donated 
fruity coloured iMacs (1999) there was sufficient equipment, set up between the PC desktops, to conduct weekly 
help sessions. Newcomers to the group were taken under the wings of  the more knowledgeable ones and shown 
how to go about the things they wanted to do and/or learn. !
One day a visitor dropped in by the name of  Anthony Fouracre. He needed help with Adobe Photoshop but no 
one from the group was able to help him. Despite this, he became a regular. Anthony was a great teacher and 
his passion and enthusiasm for all things Apple soon infected other members, including myself. He wasn’t only 
teaching us how to use the software on Apple computers but also to appreciate its shape and what was inside it. 
With great amusement I think back to an afternoon when Anthony showed us how to lift the hood of  an eMac 
he had rescued earlier from a skip at the Moss Vale tip, to find out why it didn't work. Discovering the fault, he 
managed to repair it and donated the eMac to the club. It was used for many years. !
Anthony had the ability to encourage us to look beyond the basic computer skills and to make us curious as to 
what computers were “really” designed to do. Sadly we don’t see Anthony any longer as he is back in a full time 
job. The knowledge learned from him during the years he was with us is by no means forgotten. !
In 2007, Margaret passed the baton on to Richard Spear and myself. By that time SHCUG had allocated the 
end room of  unit 6 to the Apple group. A new iMac was added in 2007 and another in 2009. A book case was 
bought in 2011 and filled with manuals, PC and Apple, for members to borrow. What more could we wish for. !
During the last years we have seen some of  the original group ‘fade away’ as they are well into their eighties or 
nineties now. Occasional some visit, whilst others keep in touch via email. Newcomers do fill the empty places. !
Time “never takes a lunch break” (a Friesian saying) and neither does the Information Technology which is  
evolving all the time. In order to stay relevant in what we can offer our Apple users and teach them, we do have 
to make frequent adjustments. We now have members bringing along their iPhones and iPads to learn on, 
besides those who bring laptops. We have members with an iMac desktop at home and when they visit they 
have the use of  the club’s iMacs. We are fortunate in having several people in our group with advanced skills in 
iOS (iPhone and iPad) and OSX platforms, who assist those in need of  help, as one does in a ‘self-help’ group. !
The Apple group sessions are not exclusively about problem solving. We do also share our acquired knowledge 
about software programs and demonstrate what we know. We talk about the latest developments of  Apple and 
its products. In short, we just love to share all we know about all things Apple. !
If  the above is the kind of  group you have been looking for but did not know it existed, come along and join us. 
For further information about the Apple group sessions, see page 2.	 	 	 	 	 	
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Each year during the World Wide Developers Conference in LA, Apple announces its design award to honour 
outstanding design and innovations. The winner of  this award in 2015 was Serif  (Europe) Ltd, for producing 
the Affinity Designer app for Apple/Mac. Ever since AppleWorks was dropped by Apple, I have been looking 
for a replacement drawing tool. When I discovered Affinity Designer, around October 2015, I took an interest 
in this program. It was available from the Apple App Store as a download, for $79.95. For a while I read the 
reviews, written by people with more expertise than myself, to get a bit of  an idea what this program was about. 
Most comments were very positive and many praised Serif  for having produced an excellent drawing program. !
For many years Adobe Illustrator has been the preferred drawing program for graphic designers and according 
to the critics, Affinity Designer is as good if  not better than Adobe Illustrator. To date, Affinity Designer is only 
for Apple users, but there will be a Windows version also, available at the end of  this year.  !
The requirements to run Affinity Designer are: Mac OSX 10.7.5 (Lion)- to OSX 10.11.2 (El Capitan). It needs 
a 64 bit processor (Core2Duo-2007 or higher), 2GB Ram and 325MB of  hard drive space. It does work with a 
magic mouse, multi-button and wheel mouse and with a pressure-sensitive graphics tablet and pen (Wacom).  !
Having an iMac that can run Affinity Designer, I decided to take the plunge and downloaded the program 
from the App Store onto my computer. According to Apple you could download it on more than one device, 
providing they all had the same ID and password. Since all my devices, desktop-laptop-iPad, are registered in 
my name with the same ID and Password, I could  download it also onto my laptop. I must confess I had to go 
and ask the boys at the Apple store “how to go about it” and as in most cases, once shown it was ever so simple.  !
So, having tinkered with it for a few months now, I must confess that it is not for the faint hearted. It is a very 
powerful program and therefore not easily mastered. Available tutorials are mostly in youtube form and many 
go far to fast to see what is done to make this or that happen. After a lot of  searching on the internet, I finally 
found a site that had seven drawings with instructions on how to create them. Needless to say this find has been 
great in helping me to understand how the many tools and commands work. !

 
The above pictures are by Yulia Sokolova and are from her website tutorial on Affinity Designer. !
Despite the program being difficult to get to know at first, I am very impressed by what the tools are able to do. 
Once you get a handle on it, it allows for endless creativity. In our May newsletter, the pictures of  the various 
types of  malware were drawn with the Affinity Designer app. My very first artwork, produced with it.  !
If  there are SHCUG members with an interest in graphic design and don’t mind a challenge, let me know as I 
am most happy to do a demonstration on Affinity Designer. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Martina Oprey
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the new drawing program for the creative  
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Notice Board
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             The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

!!
Sharing our collective          
IT knowledge.	

Have you got a pet subject                 
or a special gadget you use a 
lot? 
If so, do contact your 
committee.  
We love to run presentations              
and demonstrations                         
on all things IT,                                  
but need members input.               
Email suggestions to,	

2015committee@gmail.com	

!
  

 Joke of  the month
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