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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number 
is.200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following 
address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assisting with navigating Android Phones and Tablets and iPhones and iPads. We do have 
tutors who are skilled in Software programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Pages, 
Keynote, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher and Affinity Design. 

Upcoming event: 

In this issue. 
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2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents.	 	 	  By Martina Oprey 
3    From your committee.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  By Rodney Andrews 
4   Twitter                                                                                                                             By Martina Oprey 
5    Installing Chrome OS Flex on an older Apple desktop or Laptop.            By Martina Oprey 
6    Using the Zoom tool on an iPhone, iPad or an iMac.                                       By Martina Oprey 
7     Notice Board.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   By Martina Oprey 
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Greetings to members on this sunny day on which I type, so welcome after all the gloom and rain we have 
experienced recently.  I thank my lucky stars I do not live in certain north coast locations where despair 
might well be their middle name. 

In April we welcomed two new members and I can also report that at the end of  that Month the daily 
trading bank account balance stood at $ 2747.15 with known future expenses likely to be only $ 240.00 for 
internet access and $200.00 to our website host so it seems we can look forward to a healthy financial start 
to the new year.  There will undoubtedly be some expenses for morning tea components and consumable 
for the printers, but they should only be small amounts. 

The Covid virus is still a force to be reckoned with.  Today I heard that it is estimated about 15 million 
people have died from it world-wide.  China is taking very heavy steps to try to eliminate it – why do I think 
of  the will-o’ the wisp, known everywhere but caught and bottled nowhere.  Many people continue to wear 
masks in crowded places – I do when I remember to pick one up off  the console in the car when I go 
shopping. It’s not that long ago that they were compulsory everywhere. We do RATs (rapid antigen tests) 
almost every second Tuesday to attend an ophthalmologist and so far so good, we have passed each time.  
A certain lecturer at U3A recently informed the class that research shows that up to ten years has been 
added to the apparent brain life of  people who have had the virus and quite a lot have had it twice.  We 
have already had the third booster and the flu shot. Can one be too careful? 

Telstra has started steps to reduce the number of  successful attacks to which hackers have given birth  - 
hacking through text messages.  Apparently certain text messages have been sent to recipients inviting or 
demanding that they reply to those messages or to supply particular information, sometimes under pain of  
penalty if  these things are not done.  Many people have been duped.  Good on Telstra, more strength to 
them.  Let’s hope all ISP’s will get on the band wagon with a high success rate. 

While it is likely most people browsing the net use Safari or Chrome they have their weaknesses where 
privacy is concerned, not that I have had reason to complain so far.  But new kids on the block include 
Brave and Duck Duck Go which seem to offer improved protection.  I often use Brave on my laptop and 
also have it on my iPhone.  It works just fine.  Duck Duck Go is still a stranger to me but having just-read 
the background information about it,  supplied by Chris Carvan at U3A, I intend to install it on the laptop 
for that little extra icing on the cake.  You can look these two up using any browser and they are easy to 
download.   

The Department of  Fair Trading is one more entity that refuses to accept payment of  bills by cheque.  Our 
Public Officer sent in our essential government paperwork with a cheque, well in excess of  one hundred 
dollars last month only to have it returned two weeks later with instructions to pay online or take it to 
Service New South Wales.  This he did and received prompt, courteous attention.  With this sort of  thing 
in mind we recently organised online banking with IMB Bank and have so far paid two SHCUG bills 
seamlessly by that method.  It saves a lot of  running around and is so fast.  

The committee looks forward to seeing more folk turning up on Mondays from 10.00 am. 

Best wishes to all, 

Rodney Andrews
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The big news on 25 April, 2022 was that the South African entrepreneur, Elon Musk, had put in a bid to buy 
Twitter. He offered a stagering $44 billion (US) for the company to become the sole owner. Apparently the deal 
is not sealed yet as the board of  directers of  Twitter still have to agree to the sale. So, what is Twitter and why 
did someone offer so much money for it? Doing a Google Search, I learned a few things about Twitter. 

A brief  history of  Twitter. 
Twitter emerged from the podcasting venture Odeo, which was founded in 2004 by Evan Williams, Biz Stone 
and Noah Glas. When Apple announced in 2005 that it would add podcasts to its digital media application 
iTunes, Odeo’s leadership felt that their company could not compete with Apple and a new direction was 
needed. They asked their employees if  they had any interesting side projects going. Jack Dorse, an engineer at 
Odeo, proposed a short message service (SMS) on which one could send and share small blog-like updates with 
friends. Glass proposed the name Twttr. Dorsey sent the first tweet (“just setting up my twttr”) on March 21, 
2006, and the completed version of  Twitter debuted a few months later, in July. Seeing a future for the product, 
Williams, Stone, and Dorsey bought out Odeo in October 2006 and started Obvious Corp to further develop 
it. In April 2007 Twitter, Inc., was created as a corporate entity, thanks to an infusion of  venture capital. 
Dorsey became Twitter’s first chief  executive officer (CEO). In 2008 Williams ousted Dorsey as CEO, and two 
years later Williams was replaced as CEO by chief  operating officer Dick Costolo. Perhaps the most note-
worthy step in the evolution of  Twitter was its increased use as a tool for journalists. On January 15, 2009, a 
tweet made by a commuter ferry passenger, Janis Krums, broke the story of  the successful water landing of  US 
Airways flight 1549 on the Hudson River in New York City. In September 2013, Twitter filed to become a 
public company. Its initial public offering (IPO) in November that same year raised $1.8 billion (US), giving it a 
market value of  $31 billion (US). As of  to date, the service had 229 million daily active users. 

What is Twitter. 
Twitter is an American microblogging and social networking service on which users post and interact with 
messages known as "tweets". Registered users can post, like, and retweet tweets, but unregistered users can only 
read those that are publicly available. Users interact with Twitter through a browser or mobile front end soft- 
ware, or programmatically via its API’s. Prior to April 2020, services were accessible via SMS. The service is 
provided by Twitter, Inc., a corporation based in San Francisco, California, US and has more than 25 offices 
around the world.  

What is a Tweet 

A tweet is a status update (message) on Twitter that is broadcast to other users. Tweets can express how users 
are feeling, what they're doing, and anything in between.Tweets were originally restricted to 140 characters, but 
the limit was doubled  in November 2017 to 280 for non-CJK (Chinees, Japanese and Korean) languages. 
Audio and video tweets remain limited to 140 seconds for most accounts. 

How to get connected to Twitter. 
Twitter is a free programme and all you need to do to join is to create an account with them. You can connect 
and communicate with family, friends and work mates through the exchange of  quick, frequent messages. 
People post Tweets, which may contain photos, videos, links, and text. These messages are posted to your 
profile, sent to your followers, and are searchable on Twitter Search. People using Twitter range from the 
ordinary folk, artists, politicians, the rich and famous and world influencers, anyone can join. 

                                                                                                                                                By Martina Oprey 

Twitter 
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Installing Chrome OS Flex 
on an older Apple desktop or laptop. 

 By Martina Oprey
Do you have an older iMac gathering dust somewhere that isn’t any longer getting much use?  You may be 
interested to know that Google Chrome OS Flex will run on older devices, which basically turns them into a 
Chromebook. One potential advantage to this is that these older models, which might still be perfectly great 
running computers, get an operating system that still receives security updates, but do no longer receive security 
updates from Apple, and that might matters to some users. By installing Chrome OS Flex onto an older Apple 
computer, the device will no longer have macOS as its operating system because Chrome OS Flex replaces it 
and becomes the new operating system on those devices. 

What is Chrome OS Flex? 
Chrome OS is basically an operating system centred around the Chrome web browser, and will give you access 
to all of  the Google apps and tools you might be familiar with, including the Chrome browser, Google Docs, 
Google Sheets, YouTube, YouTube Studio, Google Drive, Google Calendar, Google Meet, Gmail, and more. 
Is it worth doing? Will you dust off  an old Mac and turn it into a Chromebook using Chrome OS Flex? Or do 
you prefer your old Macs to run older macOS system software, such as Mountain Lion? The decision is yours! 

Requirements to run Chrome OS Flex. 
Google Chrome OS Flex runs on any Mac from 2010 or newer, so you can get Chrome OS running on hard-
ware that has long stopped being supported by Apple. If  you are serious about converting an older Mac into a 
Chromebook, you will need a USB flash drive that is 8GB or larger (this becomes the installer drive for Chrome 
OS), the Chrome web browser (this is where the initial config tool and installer is made), and your computer 
must have at least 16GB of  storage and should be manufactured in 2010 or later. 

How to Install Chrome OS Flex on Older Apple devices. 
This is not for the faint hearted, if  not sure get someone with more experience in IT to help 
you. To start with, you will need the Chrome browser. You will also need to be comfortable erasing everything 
on the old device because you need to erase macOS and all data in order to install Chrome OS Flex, the new 
operating system, on the computer. Do not proceed if  you don’t wish to permanently erase all data 
from your computer, and do not proceed without a backup of  your stuff  either. 

If  you do want to proceed with installing Chrome OS Flex, then follow the instructions below. 
• Launch the Chrome web browser on any Mac (you can use a different Mac to create the installer from the 

destination Mac) 
• Get Chromebook Recovery Utility here for the Chrome browser and install the extension. 

• Open Chromebook Recovery Utility within Chrome, and select “Google Chrome OS Flex” as 
the Chromebook you wish to setupInsert the USB drive you want to turn into the Chrome OS 
Flex installer then proceed with the creation of  the installer drive. 

• When the USB installer drive has finished being created, connect it to the Mac you want to 
format and turn into the Chromebook.  

• With the Chrome OS Flex USB installer drive connected to the Mac, reboot the old Mac and 
hold down the OPTION key, then select the Chrome OS installer from the boot options menu. 

• Proceed with the installation as shown on screen 

• Your old Mac will boot into Chrome OS Flex when finished 

    You’ll soon be booted into the Chrome OS Flex operating system, and the Chrome OS desktop. 
	 	 	 	 	 	  
References gathered from articles found on the internet 
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Using the Zoom tool 
on an  

iPhone, iPad or an iMac.

As we get older our eyesight might not be as good as when we were younger. If  you find you have difficulty 
reading or typing text on the screen of  your Apple devices, know that you can do something about this. Apple 
added a number of  accessibility features in iOS 15 and macOS that you can explore and customise by going to 
Settings > Accessibility. Apple's Zoom feature has a new reworked accessibility feature in iOS 15. This tool 
is also available in macOS.  

Apple's Zoom tool: What is it and where to find it?  
The Zoom feature lets you magnify specific parts of  your screen. You can customise the feature to magnify the 
whole screen or with draggable windowed view.  Zoom also allows you to turn on gestures like double-tapping 
three fingers to activate Zoom, move around your screen, and change the magnification. To find Zoom, open 
the Settings app on your iPhone and iPad or double click System Preferences on a macOS device, tap or click 
Accessibility and choose Zoom. 

How the Zoom tool works. 
Here's what you'll turn on or off  to make the magnification feature work best for you. 
• Follow Focus lets you track your selections, such as your text insertion point, as well as your typing. 
• Smart Typing becomes available if  you turn on Follow Focus. This lets you switch to Window Zoom 

when the keyboard pops up. Window Zoom magnifies a section of  the screen in a window that you can 
drag around to expand what you need to see, like a digital magnifying glass. Also, once the keyboard 
pops up, you can double tap or click to magnify where you're typing, but the keyboard stays put.  

• Keyboard shortcuts  This is only for those who have connected an external keyboard to their iPad. 
To make this work, simply toggle the option on to find and customise keyboard shortcuts like toggling 
Zoom, moving your Window, resizing your Window and more. If  you open Zoom on yourmacOS 
devise, you can turn on Zoom keyboard shortcuts, scroll gestures, enable hover text and zoom on the 
touch bar. For example, toggle zoom is Option + Command + 8. Pressing this combination lets 
you zoom in and back out. You can also choose whether you want to magnify full screen, split screen, or 
picture-in-picture mode.  

• Zoom controller gives you quick access to controls which will activate a single, double or triple taps 
on the screen. You can also choose to Show Controller on the screen. This puts a little icon on the 
screen which is helpful when moving the Window around the screen. Think of  it as a little map to keep 
you oriented when you've magnified a section of  the screen. You can choose between five different 
colours to make the icon more visible, as well as change the opacity.  

• Zoom Region lets you choose between a Window Zoom, Full Screen Zoom or Pinned Zoom. 

Window Zoom will magnify a r section of  your screen, but you'll still be able to see some of  the 
unmagnified screen and pan over that area. Full Screen Zoom eliminates the window and works like 
double tapping to magnify and pan around on a photo. Pinned Zoom lets you choose a specific section 
of  the screen -- top, left, right or bottom -- and keeps the unpinned section in regular size.  

• Zoom filter lets you customise the magnified section's colouring -- inverted, grayscale, grayscale 
inverted or low light.  

• Maximum Zoom Level is a simple slider that lets you customise the magnification anywhere 
between 1.2x all the way to 15x.  

                                                                                                                                              By Martina Oprey 
            
             References from the website www.cnet.com. Article by Shelby Brown, April 22, 2022. 



     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Page 7

Wanted 
Have you got an article that you wish to 

publish in Keyword. Or you might have a 
suggestion for an article. 

Have you got something to sell, to swap or 
give away, advertise it in Keyword.  

Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com 


