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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assist with how to Navigating Android and iPhones and Tablets and iPads.  

Upcoming event: 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents.	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
3   From your committee.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By your committee  
4  Which one would you choose?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sent in by Ron Cunnew 
5   Some macOS hidden settings you might not have known of.  	 	 By Martina Oprey	 	 	  
6   Keep the Batteries of your devices in good health.                                      Sent in by Ron Cunnew 
7   Notice Board.   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey   
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	 	 	 	 	 From your Committee,  

It is pleasing to see that SHCUG is functioning smoothly, with on average between 20 and 25 
members attending regularly, receiving help with their learning and problem-solving and even simply 
just enjoying a day’s social outing with good company.  

SHCUG has a website where information is available on who and what we are, what we do, where we 
are located and how we can be contacted. Possibly members rarely check it but it is in the process of  
undergoing updating. Every website needs regular attention because, just as in the world of  fashion, 
things change from time to time and an out of  date website is likely to deter enquirers rather than 
attract them. I am sure we have all encountered instances where information we sought about an 
organisation is simply not available because the creator is no longer associated with the firm and no-
one gets around to making the necessary changes.  

SHCUG has been in a situation where it has been known updates were required but no-one in the 
organisation was capable, or thought him/her self  insufficiently capable, of  bringing change about.  

Thankfully Joseph Pearcey has the knowledge required and is providing training to some committee 
members to hopefully eliminate this hole in our capability. As part of  the process the website has 
already undergone updates in several spots and soon the necessary photo changes will occur and then 
we should be set for some time.  

I think it is fair to say that the world of  web management seems to be a tangled web that appears too 
difficult but when boiled down to basics is no harder to deal with than any other process and I would 
recommend that interested members, and I hope there are some, would be sufficiently motivated to 
come along, ask for training and find out just how a website can be established and managed. Our 
participants have found it challenging, interesting and fun.  

Why not give it a shot?  

Our current membership numbers 56 members. We are financially healthy but the coffers are not 
excessively overflowing. We rely on member numbers remaining stable, so we ask you to continue to 
keep your friends and acquaintances aware of  our existence and spread the word with a view to 
spurring them to join. As Noah might have said, there’s always room for one more.  

Your committee. 



Apple made a slew of  announcements during its Spring Loaded event on 20 April, including announcing a 
new iMac desktop that was redesigned around the company’s new ARM-based M1 silicon, as well as refreshes 
to the iPad Pro tablet lineup that bring M1 silicon processing power to the iPad, plus new AirTags and tracker 
accessories, an update to Apple TV 4K, and even a new shade of  springtime colour for the iPhone.  

The two products that would be of  most interest to SHCUG members would be first, the new sleek version of  
Apple’s desktop iMac computer (see photo above) that is powered by Apple’s own M1 processor rather than 
Intel chips and secondly, the new AirTag trackers can be attached to your personal items to help you locate 
them with the Find My App in the event that they’re lost or stolen.  

The new iMac comes in seven eye-catching colours (remember the 1998 fruity coloured iMacs) but the redesign 
is about more than just its colour. The entire shape and size of  the all-in-one is completely new and is insanely 
thin at just 11.5 mm. The components of  the computer have been moved to the bezel below the screen while 
the screen itself  has been increased from 21.5 inches to 24 inches and with a higher resolution.  

While that means the iMac retains the large bottom bezel, the side and top bezels have been reduced. Apple 
claims it was able to squeeze the 24-inch screen inside a body that’s only slightly larger than that of  the 21.5-
inch iMac. The screen supports 11.3 million pixels in a 4.5K Retina display. The screen has a wide P3 colour 
gamut, 500 nits of  brightness, and True Tone display technology to adjust the screen’s colour temperature 
based on the ambient lighting around you for more natural colours.  

Under the hood, the iMac makes a big jump from its ageing Intel processors to Apple’s new in-house M1 
silicon chip, just like the recent MacBook Pro, MacBook Air, and Mac mini refreshes. The jump allows Apple 
to shrink the internals, which helps to make the iMac slimmer — up to 50% slimmer by volume because the 
M1 processor’s logic boards and internal fans are smaller, quieter and have moved from behind the screen.  

Apple said CPU performance compared to the previous 21.5-inch Intel-powered model is 85% faster.  

With it debuting in the midst of  the global pandemic, Apple also made some refinements to make the iMac a 
better work-from-home tool. The new desktop comes with improved microphones, speakers, and cameras for 
video calling.  

A three-array microphone system comes with beamforming to reduce background noise, focus on your voice, 
and improve video call audio quality.  

Overall, it’s a pretty impressive offering and if  you are thinking of  replacing your computer you should 
certainly check this out. Prices of  the iMac start at AU$1899 with availability by the middle of  May this year.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sent in by Ron Cunnew. 

Which one would you choose?
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Some macOS hidden settings you might not have known of.
MacOS is a powerful operating system with lots of  features, some are in plain site others are hidden. Find in 
this article some of  macOS features you might not have know of.  

Permanently delete files.  
We all have been guilty of  keeping far too many files saved on our devices. Cleaning up is therefore an essential 
task, keeping our hard drives from overflowing. Dragging the files into the trash doesn’t make them disappear, 
you need to “empty the bin” in order to delete them. There is a quicker way of  deleting files though which you 
do as follows: On your desktop select the files you want to permanently delete. Whilst holding down the 
Option key, open the File menu and find then click Delete Immediately, followed by Delete. The file will 
skip going into the trash and disappear forever.  

Free up Hard Drive space. 
At times you might find that you are running low on Hard Drive space. MacOS is able to help you with this. 
At the top of  the home screen, click on the Apple icon and scroll down to About This Mac. In the window 
that appears, click on the Storage tab. The window will show you how much storage is available on your Hard 
Drive. If  you need to free up space, click on the Manage tab revealing further options. To automatically 
remove cloud-based files that don’t require local storage, for instance TV shows and movies you have watched, 
click the Optimise tab. You can also reduce clutter by sorting through documents on your iMac/Laptop that 
are no longer of  any use, for this click the Review tab.   

Silence Siri. 
If  Siri irritates you speaking responses aloud, you can silently display them on your screen. You can do this 
option by clicking on the Apple icon and scroll down to System Preferences, click then click on the Siri 
tab. Look for the Voice Feedback button. To silence Siri click in the Off button.  

Sync folders to the cloud. 
It is now possible to sync desktop folders to iCloud right from your iMac/Laptop. To do this, open System 
Preferences, find and click on Internet Accounts. When open, click on iCloud Drive and click on the 
Option button. Put a tick in the boxes of  the apps and files you want automatically synced to your iCloud 
account.  

Stop autoplaying content. 
Ever get annoyed when ads and videos start playing whilst viewing websites? You can stop this by doing the 
following: click on Safari to open it. Click on the word Safari in Safari’s menu bar, click on Preferences. In 
the top menu bar of  next window, click on the Website icon. On the left side of  the window click on Auto 
Play. At the bottom of  the window, click to open the drop down menu and select Never Auto Play.   

Deleting history from the Messages app. 
The instant messages you receive via the Messages app stick around forever unless you do something about it. 
Have Apple automatically trim your history by doing the following: open the Messages app then click on the 
word Messages on Messages top menu bar and select Preferences. When open click on the General icon 
in the top menu bar. Click on the Keep messages tab and from the drop down menu select to keep messages 
for 30 days, a year or forever.  

Choose where Spotlight searches. 
Spotlight is a convenient way locating files you might have forgotten about. You can open Spotlight by holding 
down the command key than the space bar. Its search perimeters are rather broad but you can limit this. Open 
System Preferences, find and click on the Spotlight icon. When open, click on the Search Result tab, it 
will show a long list of  categories where Spotlight searches. Uncheck those categories where you feel you don’t 
need Spotlight’s help.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey. 
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Many people don’t realise the awful truth (though it’s usually explained in the fine print). The Li-ion batteries 
in smartphones, tablets, laptops, and even electric vehicles lose a significant amount of  capacity after a certain 
number of  charge cycles.  

Definitions vary, but as a rule of  thumb, one round trip — a single charge cycle — is consumed when you boost 
a battery from 0% to 100% and then run it down to 0% again. Fractions of  cycles add up. Let’s say you charge 
a battery from 30% to 80% (an increase of  50 percentage points). You run the battery down and then charge it 
from 30% to 80% again (another 50 points). The sum is 100 points: another way to consume one cycle.  

What people need to know is that all charging is not the same. According to smartphone app maker Digibites, “ 
Charging to 81% causes 0.22 cycles of  wear”. Charging your device the rest of  the way, from 80% to 100%, 
causes much more wear and permanently damages your battery capacity.  

You can expect to get the following number of  charge cycles from a smartphone’s battery before your battery 
permanently loses 30% of  its capacity, according to Battery University:  
- 300 to 500 cycles if  you charge your battery to 100% (approximately 4.2 volts per cell)  
- 850 to 1,500 cycles if  you charge your battery only up to 80%.  

If  you’ve been blasting your battery to 100% every night, after a year or so your device will be lasting far fewer 
hours on a charge. You’re not imagining things!  You just wonder why you need to buy a new phone every year 
or two. You would think smartphone manufacturers would introduce hardware or software that ensured the 
batteries in their phones were never charged to 100%, but phone makers supersize their revenue by selling new 
models to you every year or two. The name of  the game isn’t making a phone that will serve you well for a 
decade.  

Take Apple. Since they introduced iOS 13 in 2019, iPhones have included a feature called Optimised Battery 
Charging. This app is intended to charge an iPhone up to 80% at night, while the user keeps the device plug-
ged into a charger. Sounds perfect does it not? Not so fast, the Apple software “learns” when the user gets up 
each morning and starts poking at the phone. Long before the user is predicted to wake up, the app automa-
tically charges the battery to 100%.  

Isidor Buchmann, CEO of  the battery-analyzer company Cadex Electronics, studied various charging 
methods. Citing IEEE technical papers, he reports that repeatedly charging a Li-Lon battery from 65% to 75% 
was the best strategy to avoid permanent capacity reduction. The worst strategy was repeatedly charging from 
25% to 100% (like the iPhone feature)  

So what to do?  

If  you own an iPhone, simply turn off  Optimised Battery Charging, and your battery capacity will last 
significantly longer. On an Android phone, I suppose you could just watch your screen and unplug the thing 
when it hits 80%. But a much easier solution is to install a free app called AccuBattery, a product of  Digibites. 
This automatically warns you when you have hit 80% charge and offers a whole bunch of  other features. You 
can get it from the Google Play store here: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.digibites.accubattery&amp;hl=en_AU&amp;gl= US  

There doesn’t appear to be a comparable app for the iPhone but if  anyone knows of  one, please let me know.  

This article is an edited version of  one that appeared in AskWoody newsletter.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sent in by Ron Cunnew 

Keep the Batteries of  your digital devices in good health.



Wanted 

Have you got an article that you wish to publish in Keyword. 
Or you might have a suggestion for an article. 

Have you got something to sell, want to swap or give away, advertise it in Keyword. 
Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com

     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by
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