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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

   Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 56                                                                                    Contact 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.          J & M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	                           Apple Group	             Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.	 Genealogy	             	  4871-2873   and   4868-1229 
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, 	 	 Games Morning	  
from 10am to 12 noon.        	 	 	 	  

Upcoming events. 
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From your committee

PeterJohn

Rodney

Sue

Ron Martina

We find ourselves already in the last month of  autumn. How time flies. 

Rodney Andrews is still on the sick-list and we have been informed that the road to his full recovery is going to 
be somewhat lengthy. A get well card, on behalf  of  all our members, was sent to him recently. In the meantime 
we would like to wish him well. 

Despite the school holidays, our Monday meetings during April were well attended. The weekly Wednesday 
afternoon one on one sessions are also becoming busier with new members coming along who are in need of  
some extra help. Up to now Martina has been able to fit all in, but if  we get any more requests for this type of  
assistance we need a few more people to help, especially for those who do need assistance with basic Microsoft 
Windows skills. If  you can spare a few hours on Wednesday afternoons and are willing to help please let your 
committee know.  

Your committee met on 4 May. Ron Hampton took the lead this time and chaired the meeting.  
• First item on the agenda was whether to have an open day again. Since it is already May it was decided that 

is was too late for this financial year and agreed to have one in November. This will give your committee the 
time needed to advertise the event properly and might also help to boost membership for 2019.  

• Our last donated printer has given up the ghost. The treasurer has been given the task to find a replacement.  
• During April four new members joined SHCUG and we do warmly welcome them.  
• The web designers ‘Manifest’ have been chosen by your committee to help with updating SHCUG’s website. 

Martina is preparing a list of  tasks that need doing which she is not confident of  tackling on her own. Your 
committee is also considering to arrange a training session with this company for a few committee members. 
This will give those that go the skills needed in order to manage SHCUG’s website in the future.  

• During April four enquiries were received that came from people who had visited SHCUG’s website. Good 
enough reasons to keep it up to date. 

If  you like gadgets, especially those that can be connected to the Internet via Bluetooth, on page 4 you will find 
an article about Smart Speakers. Interesting enough, they might not be as innocent as you think. If  you are 
having trouble telling fake news from real news, read page 5. Have you got a creative mind? If  so, page 6 is for 
you and read about drawing programs that can inspire you to create beautiful works of  art.  

Find on page 7 some more freebies advertised. If  you see anything you could use, visit unit 56 HarbisonCare, 
Burradoo on a Monday or email us: shcugcontact@gmail.com 

Your committee. 



            To have or not to have “Smart Devices” in the home.    Martina Oprey

The other day, chatting with our son about the recent Facebook debacle, he tipped me off  about other products 
I might like to research. Wireless speakers, Baby monitors, Smart TV’s and many other so called smart devices 
that can be installed in the home, making your home a “Smart Home”, do have some privacy issues people 
might not be aware off. Following up on our son’s suggestion, I did a Google search about “Smart Homes” and 
“Smart Devices” and found an array of  websites which did offer some very interesting reading. So find below 
some of  my findings. 

Amazon, Google and Apple are all selling Smart Speakers. Amazon has the Echo and Dot, Google does call his 
the Google Home and Google Mini and Apple named its Smart Speaker the Apple HomePod.  

What is a Smart Speaker? 
A “Smart Speaker” greatly expands what we normally think of  as a music playback gadget. Apart from playing 
your favourite music, a “Smart Speaker” can also answer “verbally” introduced questions. More importantly it 
can also be made to take control of  certain common household tasks in the home we usually perform ourselves, 
via the built-in “Home Assistance” feature. Smart Speakers can also serve a central information source, letting 
you know about the weather, traffic conditions, dictionary, directions and more. 

The core features of  a Smart Speaker are. 
• Small in size. 
• Plays back music like any ordinary speaker 
• Can be connected to the internet, via WiFi. 
• Can be used for Music Streaming. 
• A Smart Speaker may also provide Bluetooth support. 
• Has Voice Control. 
• Can function as a “Home Assistance”.  

Gadgets that will turn your home into a “Smart Home”. 
By definition, a “Smart Home” is fitted out with devices and appliances that are connected to the internet and 
these can than be controlled via a Smartphone and iPhone (through apps) or whose function can be automated 
using a hub. Products such as light bulbs, front/back door locks, door bells, thermostats, light switches, security 
cameras, TV’s, smoke detectors, robot vacuums, kettles and cookers, all being smart devices, can be controlled 
by simply asking Alexa (Amazon Echo), George (Google Home) or Siri (Apple HomePod) to switch them on. 

Although the concept of  the “Smart Home” is still in its infancy, the idea is becoming more and more popular 
as new products are continually hitting the market with features that we might like to add to our  Smart Home. 
On the flip side there are people who are sounding the alarm bells. We know by now that anything to do with 
the Internet is subject to misuse and the products I mentioned above are not exempt from the threat of  being 
hacked either. Every device that has even the smallest piece of  firmware and a network capability can become 
compromised. One website I read mentioned that even Baby monitors have been accessed remotely and that in 
2016 thousands of  smart devices were enslaved by hackers into a botnet (robotic network).  

Besides being a target for hackers, these devices also have privacy issues and some question how safe they really 
are. Just about every smart device you use in the home that is connected to the internet via WiFi and does offer 
personalised services has the ability to spy on you and some definitely do (Lifewire’s website of  Febr. 14, 2018). 

Why are Smart Devices set to spy on us? 
Google and Amazon value your data so highly that at times they have sold the Amazon Dot and Google Mini 
Smart Speakers at loss-making prices, just to entice you to buy one. The value of  the data that is collected via 
these Smart Speakers is predominately about advertising and marketing. Putting it in very simple language, 
your data becomes revenue for someone else. 

Before setting up a Smart Home, researched the pro’s and con’s of  these smart gadgets first, before using them.  

Google Mini                         Google Home

Apple HomePod

Amazon Echo

Amazon Dot
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Is it Fake or Real News?
Growing up in a very small rural village, as children, we heard next to nothing about 
news stories. Our parents at first heard the latest news from neighbours or from local 
gossip. After the war, when they again had a local paper to read and got a radio with 
two government stations to listen too, my parents became better informed of  what 
happened in their region and country. News that happened beyond the border was 
seldom heard. In general, my parents never discussed news stories with us children.  

Our children grew up with radio and TV and the latest news events they watched or 
listened too came from every corner of  the world and was freely talked about. Our 
grandchildren are growing up with yet another source where news can be obtained, 
the Internet. Social media sites like Twitter and Facebook are places where news, 
fake and real, is posted that’s traveling around the world quicker than ever before.  

Since 2017 we have a new phrase that is on everyones lips “Fake News” and it has turned into an epidemic. 
So, how can we tell “real” news stories from “fake” ones. After reading several websites about this subject, 
find below some guidelines you might like to follow on how to “spot fake news”.  

Always read more than the headlines. 
• Sensationalism unfortunately often starts with the headlines. At times journalist quite deliberately start with a 

captivating heading in order to get the reader’s attention. The headings unfortunately don’t always contain all 
the important information. Therefore, no matter where the source of  an article does come from, for example  
the Sydney Morning Harold or an obscure website, do read the whole article to the very end. 

• Question where the story comes from before you believe it and/or share it, especially on the Internet. If  the 
news comes from a website, take note of  the sites URL (Universal Resource Locater). If  the news site has a 
strange URL (meaning address), it is most likely fake news.  

• Check the article’s source. When reading a news story, it helps to pay attention to the quotes the writer is 
using or the total lack there off. Do a Google search on the quotes mentioned in the story. If  there is a link in 
the story to verify the quote, this is not sufficient evidence that the story is true. Unfortunately some dishonest 
writers do include links that absolutely go nowhere.  

• Don’t succumb to satire. On the social media site of  Twitter, you might come across a bit of  comedy at times. 
Some people like to pose as comedians, spreading satirical and weird stories on purpose. Don’t fall for it. 

• In general, take tweets and social media posts with a grain of  salt. In this age of  social media, there are some 
users, when hearing a bit of  news, even if  it hasn’t been confirmed, do feel an impulse to broadcast this by 
posting it immediately onto their sites. Than there are those who intentionally spread lies to suit a specific 
agenda. So, if  you see something outrageous on a social media site, do check it out first before passing it on. 
Better still, don’t pass it on at all. 

Facebook and other social media networks are trying to combat the posting of  fake news and misinformation 
on their sites. Facebook previously attempted to mark fake news stories by flagging the stories as fake. Strangely 
enough, it was found that the bright red flags attracted users to share the stories rather than discouraging them. 
Facebook’s fact checking process is now using a combination of  algorithms and third party reviewers in order 
to determine whether a news story is fake or real. The news story will also appear smaller on a users timeline.  

Unlike our children and grandchildren, we seniors are less likely to join a social media network, yet many of  us 
are using the Internet for information. Therefore we need to educate ourselves on how search engines, such as 
Google, Bing and Ask.com, work. We need to know, when we click on a website’s “link”, where this will lead us 
too and how to check whether a story that has used information from other sites can be relied upon.   

Together with the guidelines given above but also relying on our own knowledge and experience gathered over 
our life time, seniors like myself, should be able to recognise what “fake” news and “real” news is.   

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Martina Oprey 
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For those who have a creative mind

For the last few weeks one of  our members, who comes regular to the Monday sessions, has been creating some 
lovely work with the aid of  her computer and with SHCUG’s iPad Pro, using the Apple pencil. This made me 
wonder if  we have more members with talents, say for drawing, who haven’t done much about it. This thought 
turned my mind to computer programs and apps for the iPad that could help talented members become more 
creative. After a “Google search “ I found helpful information about some of  the latest drawing apps available. 

To begin with, software programs by itself  can’t make a person creative, but it might well help to stimulate your 
creativity or even wake hidden talents you didn’t know you had. Tools found in digital drawing programs, such 
as an airbrush, paint brushes in various shapes, pens and crayons, are very different to use when working with a 
computer and mouse than drawing with these on an ordinary piece of  paper. Being a total new way of  creating 
works of  art could help provide you with a burst of  inspiration. Depending on what it is you want to create, you 
do need the right software program or app to be able to achieve this. Find below a list of  software programs for 
computers (PC and Apple) and apps for iPads and Tablets which creative minds might like to use.   

	 	 Affinity Designer, launched in July 2015, is a beautiful program for creating stunning art work. 	 	
	 	 It will run on Apple computers (Sierra) and Microsoft Windows 10. Serif, the creator of  this 	 	
	 	 software program, is working on the Affinity Designer app that will be able to run on the iPad 	 	
	 	 Pro but the release date has not yet been announced. Affinity Designer will cost you $65.40. You 	
	 can be 	 can install it on five computers that have the same ID and password (Apple). Affinity Designer is 
installed on SHCUG’s new iMac for members to try out and use. It is quite a complex program and in order to 
conquer it, you will need a certain amount of  determination.  

	 	 Sketchbook Autodesk is a free software program that will run on Apple computers (OS 10.11), 	 	
	 	 iPad (iOS 10 ), Microsoft Windows 10 and Android Tablets (OS 4.0.3). Sketchbook is a much 	 	
	 	 simpler program than Affinity Designer and therefore easier to learn and use.  It has quite a lot 		
	 	 of  good tools to work with, such as pens, brushes, airbrush, rulers and templates. It has a good 	 	
	 	 colour pallet with the ability for blending colours together. This app is also available to members.  

	 	 Tayasui Sketcher is another drawing application I like and do use at times. I have installed it on	 	
	 	 my iPad, iPhone, laptop and iMac desktop. The Apple App Store marked Tayasui Sketcher as a 	
	 	 free download but the app is actually a demo, meaning it is not the full program.	You can buy 	 	
	 	 the full version for about $30. Despite this the demo has a good set of  tools to start with. It has 	 	
	 	 incredible fine pens, calligraphy and paint brushes, a knife and eraser. You can also choose a 
coloured paper to work on or a patterned canvas. Another nice feature of  this drawing app is that you can copy 
and paste the images you created onto a Pages document. Members, who would like to give this app a try, can 
come along to unit 56 on a Monday, as it is installed on our new iMac. As far as I know Tayasui Sketcher can 
only be installed on Apple devices, as I have found no information about a Microsoft Windows version. 
  
	 	 The last drawing app I looked at but have not used, is called Drawing Desk. It is a free download 
	 	 from the Apple App Store with the option of  buying add-ons. An example is the “Fantasy Brush 	
	 	 Pack” and the “Illusion Brush Pack”, each costing you $0.99. It is advertised as having a unique 	
	 	 collection of  tools such as 3D brushes, Neon, Glitter, Gradient and Pattern brushes. It also has	 	
	 	 Typography tools, Ruler, Shapes, Smudge tools, Paint roller and can do water colours. Drawing  
Desk is a mobile App and therefore will run only on the iPhone, iPad and iPad Pro (iOS10), supporting the 
Apple Pencil. From what I gathered from the apps website’s information, it’s more of  a fun app rather than a 
serious drawing program.  

Having tinkered with Affinity Design, Sketchbook Autodesk and Tayasui Sketcher, I am quite happy to give a 
demonstration on how these programs work and what can be created with them. If  interested please talk to me 
on a Monday or email to: shcugcontact@gmail.com.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     Martina Oprey 

mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com
mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com


Sell-Buy-Swapp-Freebies

Page 7

Free to a good home: Dell computer screen and two Modems. 
If  interested email to shcugcontact@gmail.com, or collect from unit 56 HarbisonCare Burradoo.

Free to take 

Two sets of ink cartridges 
 for Canon printers  

BJC-2000SP 
BJC-4000(SP) series 

BJC-5000 series 
MultiPass C20/C30/C50 

If  interested email to 
shcugcontact@gmail.com,  

or collect from unit 56 HarbisonCare 
Burradoo. 

mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com
mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Wanted 

Have you got an article that you 
wish to publish in Keyword. 

Have you got something to sell, 
want to swap or give away, 

advertise it in Keyword. 

Please send it to 
shcugcontact@gmail.com

mailto:shcugcontact@gmail.com
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