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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assist with how to Navigating Android and iPhones and Tablets and iPads.  

Upcoming event: 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   In memoriam. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey  
4   From your committee.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By your committee   
5   Cashless by 2024. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
6   Data Leaks.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sent in by Ron Cunnew 
7   Watch out for Covid-19 Vaccinations Scams.  	 	 	 	 Sent in by Ron Cunnew 
8   For Sale, Dell Inspiron all-in-one PC.   	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
9   Notice Board.     	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
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 From your committee, 

Your committee met on 15 February. As requested by SHCUG, the electricity in unit 56 was discontinued in 
February but HarbisonCare did not reconnect the unit to the electricity grid. To overcome our present internet 
problem (our modem needs the telephone connection in unit 56 and electricity), we now run our modem on an 
external battery in order to provide internet to our members in Scott Hall. This of  course will only work as 
long as unit 56 remains vacant. A request was send by SHCUG to HarbisonCare in late February asking to use 
the “Harbison Resident” connection, but no answer has yet been received. We did a test run, using “Harbison 
Resident” and found that it worked during the morning session but in the afternoon several members found it 
very slow and at times lost connection altogether. Not an option to pursue further. Let’s just hope that unit 56 
will remain vacant for some time yet.  

As was mentioned during our last AGM, our club needed to spend some of  its money. Ron Cunnew made the 
point that SHCUG had no Windows machine for the PC users, only two iMacs. The committee is pleased to 
let its members know that SHCUG has purchased 2 new Windows 10 notebooks. These devices will be 
available for members to use at Scott Hall from 1 March.  

Installed software is as follows: 
Windows 10 home.  
WPS Office (Word processing-Spreadsheeting- Presentation), will edit docx, xlsx and pptx files and it includes a 
PDF reader.  
Scribus (Desktop Publishing). 
PhotoFiltre (image editing).  
GIMP (image editing). 
MalwareBytes 
Glary Utilities (Disk cleanup tools). 
McAfee antyvirus.  

Members are instructed not to save any work to the computer no matter the location….save your work to an 
external drive e.g. USB Flash drive.  

Four members did attend the funeral of  Kim Montgomery (see page 3).  
Still carry coins and notes in your  wallet? On page 5 read how this is about to change. Scammers and 
fraudsters are forever on the lookout for victims, find on page 6 and 7 how you can protect yourself.  

Your committee. 
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Cashless by 2024
Several years ago I had an interesting talk with a SHCUG members about a “cashless economy”. This member 
was absolute certain that one day we would no longer carry coins in our pockets or banknotes in wallets. Every 
thing would be paid digitally. When this would happen, he wasn’t sure.  

Scrolling through some websites, trying to find something of  interest to write about, I found the following 
article: Australia forecast to be cashless by 2024. Written by Stuart Marsh, 4 March. 

Stuart writes that the forecast is that by 2024 Australia will be 98 per cent cashless. The reason given is the 
effect Covid-19 has had on our economy and how this has accelerated the growth of  payment options like “tap 
and go”. New data from financial payment giant FIS has forecast that in the next three years cash payments 
will dwindle to just 2.1 per cent of  all transactions. That would place Australia as the fourth most cash-averse 
economy in the world, behind Sweden, Denmark and Hong Kong.  

According to Phil Pomford, General Manager APAC, Worldpay Merchant Solutions at FIS,  “Australian 
consumers are ushering in a new dawn of  commerce, as they embrace modern ways to pay, consume and 
engage in businesses”. As Australia heads towards a predominantly cashless payment market, we must focus on 
financial inclusion. Important parts of  the economy will continue to rely on cash, such as charity donations 
(bucket drives) and restaurant tip jars. Fintechs and regulators do need to collaborate to build new frameworks 
that will allow for this rapit shift, using technology to boost financial inclusion for underserved communities.  

It is expected that Australia’s eCommerce market will grow from 47 billion dollars in 2020 to almost 70 billion 
in 2024. This is because many Australians prefer to use their debit cards for online purchases rather than cash 
for goods purchased in stores.  

The fasted growing online payment method was the “Buy-Now-Pay-Later” services, such as Afterpay, Zip and 
Humm. A recent inquiry into these services have found serious shortcomings for some customers. These 
operators have now agreed to abide by new code of  conduct after facing criticisms about their lending 
practices.  

A crackdown on the “black economy” is another reason why the Australian Tax Office would like to see a 
cashless economy. It has repeatedly said that it is fighting against the “black economy” and the practice of  
earning income via “cash in hand” jobs, with cafes and restaurants top of  the list.  

Should cash be protected?  
Data from the Reserve Bank of  Australia showed that in November 2019 - before the onset of  the coronavirus 
pandemic-the share of  in-person payments made in cash accounted for 32 per cent of  payments. The RBA 
found that while contactless payments were snaring purchases less than $10 from cash, the Aussies who were 
defined as “heavy cash users” remained so. The most common reason given for preferring payment in cash was 
for budgeting and financial management purposes and a preference for cash for smaller transactions.  

Many SHCUG members would be familiar with online banking, paying bills via direct debit and paying for on 
line purchases via PayPal. Train tickets have been replaced by Opal cards with the option of  automatic top-up. 
We all have at least one credit/visa card. If  you have a Smartphone/iPhone there are Payment apps.  

But how safe is this system? 
To keep it simple, as save as the people who look after the system can make it. The reality is that hackers and 
scammers are constantly at work to trick people into handing over their entire savings. The only protection we 
have is to educate ourselves and recognise a scam when we see it. Personally, I do prefer the old system, being 
in charge of  and responsible for my own savings.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey  
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We’re barely over six weeks into 2021, and already hackers have been hard at work this year racking up one 
massive data breach and systems intrusion after another. National headlines were generated in recent days, for 
example, upon word that a hacker used Teamviewer to try to poison the water supply of  a Florida town. And 
just a few days ago, it was reported by BGR, what might be the biggest-ever compilation of  hacked user 
credentials ever posted on the Internet before.  

Dubbed the ―Compilation of  Many Breaches, or COMB, this data set includes 3.2 billion email-and-
password combinations posted online. It’s not the result of  a new hack — rather, these are credentials that had 
been stolen as part of  previous breaches and leaks from companies like Netflix and LinkedIn. The size of  this 
published data set, though, means at least one thing: At least some of  your data is almost certainly caught up in 
this trove. But there’s good news, too.  

Normally, when people hear about a new hack or data breach of  some kind — like the credit card numbers 
and other personal data of  a hotel chain’s guests being stolen, for example, or an email service provider getting 
hacked — there’s not always an easy way to see if  you were caught up in the net. Customers are just given 
vague warnings about keeping an eye out for suspicious activity on your accounts and bills, change your 
passwords, and that kind of  thing.  

With this data leak, though, the good news is that the news outlet CyberNews has a searchable database where 
you can easily check and see if  your email credentials have been posted as part of  these recent data breaches 
that led to the COMB publication. All you need to do is head to this link, and you’ll see a black box with a 
prompt at the top of  the page.  

You’re asked to simply enter your email address, and then CyberNews will tell you if  your account is part of  
the database of  more than 15.2 billion breached accounts it’s found, along with more than 2.5 billion unique 
emails. The danger here, of  course, is that if  your email is part of  the data set, hackers could start trying to 
phish you or harass you with spam — or, even worse, try to steal your identity.  

Here are some of  the steps you can take to protect yourself:  

Use 2-factor authentication for your email account.  

Sent in by Ron Cunnew. 

Your Email and Password were Probably Posted Online in the Mother of  all Data Leaks. 
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According to a report on the ABC website and elsewhere, there are thousands of  fraudsters preparing to 
exploit the COVID-19 vaccine program, experts say, warning that the scams will look legitimate and the people 
behind them may even know your name, phone number and email.  

Thousands of  people were targeted with scams during the vaccine rollout overseas and experts believe those 
same scams will start happening in Australia this week People are being warned to treat every text, call and 
email with caution  

Fraud consultant Gavin Levinsohn said scammers were preparing to launch the same cons they already have 
overseas.  

"We know this because the number of  vaccine-related domains or website addresses that have been set up over 
the past few weeks ... are in the thousands, which is a precursor to phishing scams related to the imminent 
distribution of  vaccines," Mr Levinsohn said.  

Mr Connory said scams would be very hard to distinguish from genuine communication. "It will look like a 
legitimate email coming from a government agency," he said.  

He said he expected the scams would convince people to click on a link to give personal information or install 
malicious software that steals information. He said people should expect scammers to call or even text them.  

"That text will say something like: 'Hi Michael, here is your COVID information' with a link," he said.  

"Now because you can't really see the link in detail on the text, it's much more likely that you will click on the 
link, and it will take you to a compromised website."  

He said that rather than acting immediately on any such communication, talk to your local doctor, go on to the 
Australian government's website or the DHS website, and have a look at what's actually happening and how 
things are rolling out," he said. Then, make an informed decision.  

Sent in by Ron Cunnew. 

Watch Out for Covid-19 Vaccination Scams 
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FOR SALE, 
1 x Dell INSPIRON ONE 2320 AIO.  

Windows 10 installed with Avira and Firefox preinstalled. 
27” Touch Screen, 250GB SSD 8GB RAM, Built in WiFi, Webcam and CD/DVD/BluRay 
drive. 
All buttons and USB ports working. With SD Card reader. Can be used with second VGA 
screen.

CD drive

Available ports

If  interested, contact Joseph Pearcey. 
See page 8 for contact informations.  
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Wanted 

Have you got an article that you wish to publish in Keyword. 
Or you might have a suggestion for an article. 

Have you got something to sell, want to swap or give away, advertise it in Keyword. 
Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com

     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by
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