
Please note: We are not computer professionals and our expertise is limited. If your                   
computer has a major problem, we can suggest a repairer to investigate your problem.  
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   Unit 5 and 6 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.   

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to  2015committee@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6. 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.    J&M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	 Apple Group		                   Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month,	 	 Genealogy	 	 	      Maxine Gray 	  4869-4958 
from 11 am to 1pm.	        	 	 	 	  

Upcoming events. 
SHCUG will participate in Senior week with an open day on March 11, from 10am to 2pm. 

In this issue. 
1  Cover-page and committee members. 
2  Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   AGM of 2017	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
4  From the President 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Rodney Andrews 
5  Kingston Mega Flash Drive	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Brian Graham 	  
5  Belarc Advisor	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	 	 	 By Maxine Gray 
6  Desktop Mail or Web-based Mail 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
7  Apple TV, what it is	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
8  Notice Board.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	
	 	 	 	 	 	  

Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.
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From the President

The annual general meeting, held on February 7, was attended by twenty-two members and chaired by Victor 
Schweikert. The reports which had been circulated more than two weeks before the meeting were accepted by 
the members without amendments and the seven nominees for committee positions were declared elected 
without challenge. They included Rodney Andrews, President, Peter Jackson, Vice President and John Oprey, 
Treasurer. No person was nominated as Secretary, so I will continue attending to mail matters with assistance as 
required. Committee members assisting are Martina Oprey, who researches the technical articles she publishes 
in Keyword for you to enjoy. Sue Ticehurst who will record and distribute meeting minutes as well as assisting 
me with other secretarial activities. Ron Hampton returns to the committee and will assist John Oprey in the 
financial area. Ron is also the Public Officer, a role he will retain until he relinquishes the role or is dismissed by 
the members at an AGM or other special general meeting. Knowledgable and hard-working as he is, the latter 
is unlikely, so I hope he will agree to stay on for a long time to come. Wendy Ryan is highly valued, attending to 
the membership list and mail address entries, essential for the efficient distribution of  information to members. 
I am glad she has stayed on the committee. I advised the meeting that this year we will not be pursuing funding 
assistance from IMB Bank Community Funding Organisation- at present we do not have needs that meet their 
criteria and others need help more.  

Ron Butler would like a volunteer with aged person contact experience to help him at Moss vale, whilst Sue 
Ticehurst is assisting him at Burradoo. She also assists members with their learning needs at SHCUG.  

I have had three persons offer to do presentations for us after suitable preparation time and I will be looking 
elsewhere for some more help. Your assistance will be especially welcome in this regards. 

So let us enjoy this year as usual and try to remember, “putting more in” makes it easy to “take more out”.  

My best wishes to you all 

Rodney Andrews 
President. 

Rodney

SueJohnPeter Wendy Ron Martina
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Kingston Mega Flash Drive

How Big Can Flash Drives Go?  
There’s a new flash drive in town – and boy, is it a big one. Kingston’s latest removable storage drive holds a full 
2 TB of  date. That’s right, two terabytes. That’s 2,000 gigabytes. It’s like putting a little server in your pocket. 

The company unveiled the new drive at the CES show in Las Vegas last week. Despite all that data, this drive is 
still pocket size measuring 3″ x 1″ x .83″.   The drive is USB 3.1 for maximum speed.  

   So how much can it hold? 
   70 hours of  4k vide0 
   1.7 million pages of  Office document 
   400, 000 songs 
   600,000 photos 
   96 PC Games 
   64 backups of  your PC 

In short, it holds a heck of  a lot of  stuff.  If  you’re carrying that much valuable data around, you’ll want it to be 
sturdy and this drive is constructed out of  a zinc-alloy metal. According to a spokesperson for Kingston, “At 
Kingston, we push the limits of  what’s possible.”                                                                                                 

This device seems like a great tool for video professionals. It’s also an alternative as the hard drive space on 
devices seems to get smaller and smaller as the devices get thinner and lighter. If  you aren’t comfortable 
keeping everything in the cloud, this can be a convenient alternative. 

It works with Window 7, 8, 8.1, & 10, as well as Mac OS 10.9 and above, Linux 2.6 and above, and the 
Chrome OS. 
Sounds great, right?  Well, before you pick one up, you might want to check out the price. Kingston says they 
expect the drive to sell for around $900. That is less that they’re charging for their Predator 1TB USB drive – it 
still runs over $1,000 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sent in by Brian Graham

Belarc Advisor

This little note was passed onto me by Maxine Gray, some time ago. 

Something to tuck away for inclusion in Keyword - this little program has been around for years and is so 
handy. If  only I'd had it just recently when I lost most of  my stuff  - hard to remember what you had on the 
pc!!!!! 

BELARC ADVISOR 
This is a nifty and very helpful program which does an ‘audit’ of  your computer – all free – it tells you all the 
information about various programs, your hard disk, drives etc  If  your computer crashes you will always have 
the keys for various programs and the list of  applications you had installed. 
Read about it on https://www.lifewire.com/belarc-advisor-review-2625784 
And download it from https://belarc-advisor.en.softonic.com/

https://www.lifewire.com/belarc-advisor-review-2625784
https://belarc-advisor.en.softonic.com/
https://www.lifewire.com/belarc-advisor-review-2625784
https://belarc-advisor.en.softonic.com/


                         Desktop Mail or Web-based Mail            By Martina Oprey

The first email I sent to family overseas was in 2004, via a dial-up system, using a fruity coloured 1998 iMac. In 
those early days, the only way to read and send emails was by using software programs such as Outlook Express 
(Microsoft) or Mail (Apple), known also as a dedicated email client, that was installed on your computer. As the 
development of  the internet accelerated, the way emails could be sent and received also changed. Besides the 
mail programs found on a computer, Web-based services quickly followed that carried email off  into the cloud. 

To use a Web-based Mail service such as Gmail, Hotmail and Yahoo is quite common nowadays. The idea that 
emails can be stored and processed through a server in some remote part of  the world, is easily accessible from 
a Web browser wherever we happen to be, is not so foreign any more. Pushing emails off  into the cloud makes 
it very convenient and simple, even for seniors like us, to access mail at home and on the move. 

Three of  the most popular free Web-based Mail services. 
	 	  Gmail is owned by Google and was created by one of  its engineers, Paul Buchheit. It was first 
	              launched on April 1, 2004, as an ‘Invitation-only’ service. It became available to the public in 
	              February 2007. As of  February 2016, one billion people where using Gmail, in 72 languages.  

Hotmail, founded by Sabeer Bhatia and Jack Smith, was launched in 1996 and was the first 
free web-based email service. Microsoft acquired Hotmail in 1997, and revamped Hotmail in 
August 2012, renaming the service as Outlook.com. 

Yahoo was founded in January 1994 by Jerry Yang and David Filo, both graduate students in 
Electrical Engineering at Stanford University. They created a website called ‘Jerry’s guide to the 
World Wide Web’ which was basically a directory that listed most of  the websites listed on the 
internet. In January 1995 the site became known as ‘yahoo.com’. The term ‘Yahoo’ stood for 
‘Yet Another Hierarchical Officious Oracle’. 

What are the differences between Desktop Mail and Web-based Mail programs.  
• Accessibility would be the major difference. Desktop Mail is not that easily accessed when away from home as 

it is coupled to your ISP,  being Telstra, Optus or iiNet for instance. Web-based mail, on the other hand, is 
accessible to you, via a browser ( Safari, Google Chrome or Firefox) from anywhere in the world where there 
is a computer that you can use and is connected to the internet.  

• Desktop mail can be accessed off  line. Web-based Mail needs the internet on, if  accessed via a browser. You 
can access Web-based Mail, via your desktop mail application that you run on your computer, by adding that 
account to your Desktop mail application. The downloaded emails will stay in the application.   

• Web-based Mail has the additional advantage that it can sync all your emails stored in the cloud, across all 
your devices, whether you use a computer with a Windows or Apple platform, an Android or iPhone, or a 
Tablet or iPad, synced emails can be accessed on all of  these devices. Should any of  these devices suddenly 
stop working, being webmail, all your emails will remain safely stored in the cloud and thus easily retrievable. 

Is there an advantage to use one or the other? That depends again on personal needs. For myself  I do favour a 
Web-based mail service. Firstly, because we have as yet not been able to connect to a broadband network. We 
still use mini WiFi modems from Optus or Vodafone and thus aren’t tied to an ISP. Secondly, during the past 10 
years I have been regularly away from home each week. With my Web-based mail service, Gmail, I was able to 
access not only my own mail on either my laptop, iPad or Android phone, but also mail of  two other accounts I 
had added to the Mail application (Macbook). On my iPad I downloaded the Gmail app to access my mail and 
can toggle between the three Gmail accounts I do use. On my Android phone I use the default Mail app and 
elected to see all incoming mail from the three Gmail accounts I use in the “combined” mail box of  the app. A 
very easy way of  keeping track of  all the incoming emails, especially if  you have multiple accounts, like I have. 

In general, Desktop Mail or Web-based Mail works in similar ways. Perhaps a good solution is to have two mail 
accounts, a Desktop Mail service for home use and a Web-based Mail service you might choose to use when on 
holidays.  
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Apple TV, and what it is.

During the Monday sessions tutors are asked all sorts of  questions related to all things IT. One question I was 
asked recently was “we are thinking of  buying an Apple TV, is this a good idea”. Not having one myself  nor 
knowing very much about it, I did some research on the topic.  

Apple TV was started by Steve Jobs in 2006 as a "hobby project” because his vision was to create a dead-simple 
entertainment hub, one that could access your media in a few simple steps. This came to fruition in 2007 with 
the first generation Apple TV.  Much has changed since with upgrades made to the internal Wi-Fi antenna in 
later models (802.11b to 802.11a/b/g/n before landing on 802.11ac for the 4th generation Apple TV). The 
processor too has been radically changed in that time, starting at a 1 GHz "Dothan" Pentium M equipped with 
256 MB and ending on a vastly improved 64-bit Apple A8 processor. There is less hard drive space on the new 
unit, because streaming has overtaken the notion of  owning content. You can choose between a 32GB or 64GB  
Apple TV model (4th generation) and considering how small most streaming apps are, the 32GB model will 
most likely have sufficient hard drive space for years to come and therefore offers the better value of  the two.  

Apple, being conscious about its products, ensures that the 4th generation Apple TV works seamlessly with the 
newer iPads and iPhones, thanks to Apple AirPlay, allowing you to easily stream content from your iPhone to a 
big TV screen. To be able to use Apple TV you need a TV set with high-definition (HDMI). People who do use 
an iPad or iPhone, getting to know Apple TV, should come easy. Double clicking the Home button on an iPad 
or iPhone to get a list of  open Apps and swiping up to close them works the same for Apple TV.  

When you sign in to the iTunes and AppStore on your Apple TV, you can access TV shows, movies, or music 
that you purchased from the iTunes Store. If  you have the newest 4th generation Apple TV, you can also listen 
to music with your Apple Music membership. Apple Music members can listen to the tens of  millions of  songs 
in the Apple Music catalog. As part of  your membership, you can stream as many songs and albums as you like, 
all free of  charge, from the iTunes Store. 

At present, on the tvOS App store, there are 1300 video channels and over 6,000 native apps you can choose 
from. Adding apps from the App Store is quite easy, as long as you know which ones you want and don't mind 
adding your iCloud password. It is easy to move the downloaded apps around on the TV interface, including 
placing the ones you use most often in the top row - previously Apple had reserved this row for its own apps. 
Apps in the top row also get to present their wares in the content preview space above. So if  you click on 
Netflix you will see the content of  Netflix in the preview box so that you can quickly choose what you want to 
watch. These little touches are typical of  Apple’s interface design. 

In order to enjoy all that Apple TV offers, you need a good internet connection. For a broadband Internet 
connection, the following connection speeds are recommended: 8 Mbit/s or faster for 1080p high definition 
(HD) content. 6 Mbit/s or faster for 720p content. 2.5 Mbit/s or faster for standard definition content (SD). If  
you are using Wi-Fi, follow these steps: Make sure that your Wi-Fi router is 802.11a/g/n/ac compatible. If  you 
have an Apple TV (4th generation), connect your Apple TV, if  possible, to a 5GHz Wi-Fi network instead of  a 
2.4GHz network. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 M Oprey 

On the Apple TV you sign in to the App store with your Apple ID 
and password, just like on an iPhone or iPad, to download apps 
for entertainment, travel, gaming, shopping and much more.  

To sign in to the Apps store is as follows: 
1 From the Home screen, choose Settings > Accounts > iTunes 
and App Store. 
2 Select Sign In, then sign in with your Apple ID and password. 
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Notice Board
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        The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Membership renewals  

Membership fees for 2017  
can still be payed by sending  

cash or cheque to treasurer by post. 

Alternatively,  
visit our Education centre at 

HarbisonCare Burradoo 
on Mondays, between 10am and 5pm.  

See Martina for application form and 
receipt.


