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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee for 2023 is $5 single or $10 for a 
couple. Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account 
number is.200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the 
following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 4 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assisting with navigating Android Phones and Tablets and iPhones and iPads. We do have 
tutors who are skilled in Software programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Pages, 
Keynote, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher and Affinity Design. 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents.	 	 	              By Martina Oprey 
3   Invitation Christmas Party.                                                                                                    By Martina Oprey 
4   From your committee.                                                                                                             By Rodney Andrews 
5   Membership renewal application form 2023. 
6   Internet browsers, search engines and security.                                                            By Ron Cunnew 
7   Internet browsers, search engines and security, continue.                                          By Ron Cunnew 
8   How to Install and Configure the Brave Privacy Browser.                                             By Ron Cunnew      
9   How to Install and Configure the Brave Privacy Browser, continue.  	 	   By Ron Cunnew  	  
10  Notice Board                                                                                                                               By Martina Oprey                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



Christmas Party. 

The Southern Highlands Computer Users Group 
is inviting all members  

to join the committee for a light lunch. 

 
To be held in Scott Hall  

on 
Monday, 19 December at 12 noon.  

If you wish you can bring something to share.  
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From your committee
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From the committee members, our best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone 
and your families. We used to know that Christmas would be hot and dry; rarely do I remember any rain about 
that time and we were already in and out of  the council swimming pool seeking to cool down, but these days 
one just can’t be sure. I saw today that Victoria and Tasmania are getting another bout of  winter weather.  
Well, let’s hope we all can enjoy the warmth of  good company at home, at least. Invitations for our annual 
Christmas party was sent out to all members on 8 December. We hope to see you all at the luncheon in Scott 
Hall on Monday, 19th of  December, our last meeting for the year.  

 Membership fees are due on 1 January, 2023, You will find the renewal form on page 5 of  this Keyword. 

This month from the bank account we withdrew Two Hundred Dollars with which to top up the Petty Cash 
Box. From that we paid for four months’ internet access and for some supplies for the kitchen. We received two 
hundred dollars in membership fees and donations plus two cents interest from the bank, so our bank balance 
now is $2881.57. The term deposit of  $7500.00 is intact and there is an amount of  $94.45 in the cashbox. 

David Wills, our vice present, is engaged in encouraging members to join the committee next year and I am 
pleased to hear that there is a lot of  interest amongst members. SHCUG has been going now for 27 years. It 
has been of  great benefit to so many people over that time and I look forward to seeing it flourish into the 
future. Find below the nomination form for those interested in joining the 2023 committee. 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS COMPUTER USERS GROUP NOMINATION FORM. 

Election of executive and committee for the year 2023 

I have pleasure in nominating   

For the position of -  
PRESIDENT    □ 

VICE PRESIDENT   □ 

SECRETARY   □ 

TREASURER   □ 

COMMITTEE MEMBER   □ 

Signature of Proposer  ………… ...................................................

Signature of Seconder    ….. .  .................................................................. ............................ ............

I am willing to accept the above position  ……………………………………………...  

 Date   ..............................................................................

Ron Cunnew has submitted two excellent articles on computer security which we encourage you to digest and 
apply at home. I have made several changes in my own setup based on that article and was very pleased to 
receive the information. After the Optus and Medicare attacks, there should be no doubt in anyone’s mind that 
we have to be more than a little careful ourselves. 

Happy computing, 

Rodney Andrews 



SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS COMPUTER USERS GROUP INC  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION 2023 

Membership renewals are due on 1 January each year 

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2023 are SINGLE $5.00. FAMILY $10.00  

Use this form to notify change of name, address, phone and email details. 

First Name  .  ..........................................................................................................................
(Include additional family member's name if applicable)  

Surname  .  ............................................................................................................................

If paying by cheque send this form with your fee $  Cheque No  …………. to  .......................

The Treasurer, Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc,  
c/ - Harbison Care,  
2 Charlotte Street, BURRADOO, 2576.  

If paying by Electronic Funds Transfer, enter your Membership Name in the  
TO ACCOUNT field and transfer your fee to SHCUG'S Bank details  

BSB 641-800 Account No. 200456000 
(be sure to include your name(s) in the depositor’s account description field 

Renewals can also be paid on any Monday at the club house at Harbison between  
l0am and 5pm  

IF THERE HAVE BEEN ANY CHANGES TO THE PREVIOUS YEAR'S DETAILS  
PLEASE COMPLETE THE SECTION BELOW, OTHERWISE LEAVE BLANK  

 Surname  .  ...............................................................................................

Address  ..............................................................................................................  

 Town/Suburb  POST CODE  .  .......................................................................... ....................................

 Phone  (preferably a land line)  ......................................................

Email address ………………………………………………………………………………
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Internet browsers, search engines and security. 
Submitted by Ron Cunnew

Over the years most of  us, me included, have voluntarily allowed the big tech companies to gather huge 
amounts of  data about our activities, preferences and other aspects of  our life. 
We have largely done this voluntarily in exchange for free services and products such as Gmail and web Search. 
It’s sort of  an implied deal. Give us your data and we’ll give you good free stuff  in return. 

By and large most of  us have been happy with this deal but two recent developments have meant we 
need to look again at this arrangement as it’s now looking more like a Faustian Bargain than an 
irresistible deal. 

The first thing that has changed our awareness of  the sheer scale and audacity of  this data gathering. 
The second, is our understanding of  the privacy and security risks presented by having our data stored 
on a commercial website over which we exercise little control. 

Exemplifying the first problem is the swath of  fines imposed on the big tech companies for privacy 
breaches. Just recently Google was fined US$391 million, Instagram $403 million, Equifax $575 million, 
Amazon $877 million and the Chinese ride-hailing platform Didi Global $1.19 billion. And these are not 
isolated incidents – here are 30 more! https://www.tessian.com/blog/biggest-gdpr-fines-2020/ Some of  the 
companies are serial offenders over the years demonstrating the commercial value of  customer’s personal 
information is worth more than the fines. 

The second factor that has changed is our awareness of  the risk of  our data being stored and we need 
look no further than the recent Medibank and Optus breaches to understand this. Not only are we risking our 
private information being revealed but face the financial risk of  identity fraud, personalised scamming or even 
blackmail. 

I suspect many SHCUG members are like me, and are wondering how they can reduce the 
risks without sacrificing too many of  the benefits offered by these free services. 

Our starting point will focus on stopping using the Google Chrome web browser and Google’s web search, 
both big gatherers of  our private data.. 

What? No Google. 

First we need to get two things out in the open. 

The first is that Google’s Chrome browser and Google web search are very arguably the best products of  their 
kind and they are available to anyone without the need to pay a cent. Consequently, moving away from Google 
will likely mean moving to products that are no longer the best. 

The second thing is that Google is arguably the most egregious collector of  our private data both in scale and 
scope. Yes, nobody does it better than Google when it comes to impinging on our privacy. 

So here is the problem. If  you want to better protect your privacy you are going to have to 
stop using Google products, or at the least stop using the products that gather the most data. 

The good news is that you don’t have to go without Google to recover your privacy. That’s because it’s possible 
to use some of  Google’s products without giving up your privacy. Here’s how: 

Google provides two versions of  its Chrome browser. One is the proprietary version only available from 
Google. That’s the Google Chrome Browser most of  you use and it collects a lot of  your private data. 

Page 6

https://www.tessian.com/blog/biggest-gdpr-fines-2020/


But there’s another version of  the Google Browser that Google makes available to other developers. It’s very 
functionally similar to Google’s own version but doesn’t have the built-in data collection that’s in Google’s own 
private version. 
The good news is that several developers make available the public version of  the Google Chrome 
browser configured not only to not spy on you like Google’s own version but actually has features to 
enhance your privacy. 

My top pick here as a replacement for Google Chrome is the Brave Browser. It runs just as well as 
Google Chrome, maybe even faster and has most of  the same features, spying excepted and yes, it’s 
free. In fact, you can even make a small amount of  money using it (and I mean small) as it will pay you a tiny 
amount each time you view ads on certain sites. That’s an option though – it has an inbuilt ad blocker so you 
can choose not to display any ads. 

Brave is free and is available for Windows, Mac OS, iOS, iPadOS and Android here: https://brave.com/ 

But what about replacing Google Search? 

Good question but there is a very good answer. There are two excellent replacements for Google search: 
Startpage and DuckDuckGo. 

My pick is Startpage though DuckDuckGo is a good choice as well. 

The reason I prefer Startpage is that it gives the same search results as Google search. That’s because it uses 
Google search but in an anonymised way so Google doesn’t get to collect your data.  

DuckDuckGo however has its own search engine and while good at giving relevant results, it’s some way 
behind Google search. 

The good news is that you can easily make Startpage or DuckDuckGo the default search engine in just 
about any browser including the Brave Browser. 

But I use Safari. What does this mean for me? 

Many SHCUG members use Safari as their browser either on their desktops, laptops or their iPhone or iPad. 
So how does Safari rate from the point of  view of  privacy? 

It certainly rates a lot better than Google Chrome and although it is not as good as Brave on the privacy front, 
it is arguably sufficiently good as to be acceptable. 

There is one catch though, the Apple Safari browser uses Google for its search engine and this offsets some of  
its other privacy advantages over the Google Chrome browser. 

But this limitation can be overcome by changing the default search engine in Safari to something other than 
Google such as DuckDuckGo. 

Changing the default search engine is quite easy from the Safari settings using the method illustrated in the 
videos below. One limitation is that you only have a limited choice of  alternative search engines. Thankfully 
that includes DuckDuckGo though not Startpage. If  you want to use Startpage you have to use this work-
around but the end result is a little clunky. Better to go with DuckDuckGo. 

MacOS: h)ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhT1KCkRXVM 
iOS/iPadOS: h)ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-ZAsWtaAhs 
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The Brave browser is a free, chromium browser that can replace Google Chrome, Firefox or Microsoft Edge. 
The main advantages that it offers users is an ad-free browsing experience and much better privacy. There is 
also a performance improvement because it removes ads and is notably faster than the standard versions of  
Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge. 

Its privacy credentials are excellent. It not only blocks ads, it stops sites dropping cookies on your computer, 
stops trackers including cookie-less tracking, prevents websites collecting your IP address and has anonymous 
searching via the StartPage search engine. As an added bonus, it has some anti-malware features built-in plus 
one-click access to the Tor network. 

It will even pay you to surf, providing you are prepared to accept viewing some curated ads. The amount it 
pays you is very modest indeed – typically around $5 per month - and setting it up is time consuming. Still, it is 
there if  you want it. 

Brave is currently the best free privacy browser available and is a great replacement from the once-great Epic 
browser which is no longer being maintained and hence is a possible security risk. For this reason I suggested in 
our last CCC session that you should stop using Epic, uninstall it and replace it with the Brave browser. 

Installing and configuring the Brave browser 

Brave is available for free for Windows, MacOS, iOS, iPadOS, Android and more. You can download it from 
here: https://brave.com/# or from the Apple App store or Google Play store. 

Once you have downloaded and installed Brave, start it up and the Welcome Tour will offer to walk you 
through the initial setup, including how to import your data from another browser, set your default search 
engine, browser theme, enrolling in Brave Rewards, and more. 

Once you have gone through the Welcome Tour you are pretty well set to go.  However, if  you want maximum 
privacy there are some additional settings you may wish to configure. 

By default, Brave saves your browsing history on your local computer. This is a reasonable approach as many 
people find their browsing history to be a useful asset, for example when you want to locate a website you 
recently visited but whose name you have forgotten. 

However, web history can also be a privacy trap as anyone who has access to your computer can view exactly 
what sites you have visited. 

For that reason some SHCUG members may want to turn off  history. To do this click on the “three horizontal 
lines” menu icon in the extreme top right of  the Brave browser and click “Settings”. 
Then go to Additional settings > Privacy and Security > Clear browsing data. 

This will delete all existing history data which is good but you may now want to set up Brave to automatically 
delete your history in future browsing settings. 

You can do this from the same location where you just cleared your browsing data.  Just click on the arrow at 
the end of  the line “Clear browsing data” and click the heading “On exit” 

How to Install  
and 

 Configure the Brave Privacy Browser  
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You will then see the following screen: 

 

Now check all items in the list, click Save and you are done. 

Now every time you close down the Brave browser all your history and other browsing data will be 
automatically cleared with no trace left behind. 

Note that this only works if  you shut down the Brave browser – minimising the browser is not enough and your 
data will not be cleared. You must close the browser entirely for the automatic history clearing to work. 

Do try Brave, it offers everything thing you really need in a browser and is not only much more private than 
your existing browser but is faster as well. 

Submitted by Ron Cunnew.
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc is proudly 

sponsored by
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Wanted 
Have you got an article that you wish 
to publish in Keyword. Or you might 

have a suggestion for an article. 
Have you got something to sell, to 
swap or give away, advertise it in 

Keyword.  

Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com 


