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How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor.  
Alternatively, send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.   !
Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  !
Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to  2015committee@gmail.com   !
Weekly activities held in Unit 5 and 6. 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.    J&M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	 Apple Group		                   Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month,	 	 Genealogy	 	 	      Maxine Gray 	  4869-4958 
from 11 am to 1pm.	        	 	 	 	  
Wednesday mornings. 	 	 	 Tutoring by appointment.	      Maxine Gray          4869-4958	  !
Upcoming events. 
Open day and Social gathering on 3 December in unit 5 and 6 (See page 3) 
!
In this issue. 
1  Cover-page and committee members. 
2  Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   Flyer for Open day	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
4  From your President 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Rodney Andrews 
5  Reid Family Reunion 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By David Reid	  
6  Converting Vinyl to Digital	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
7  iBooks Author	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
8  Notice Board	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	
	 	 	 	 	 	  

Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.
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The 
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc. 

Assisting all members to explore and enjoy Information technology. 

Our Education Centre will be open to the public 
On Saturday 3 December 

from 10am to 1 pm

Interested to know more about us?

Visit us at Unit5 and 6, 
within the grounds of HarbisonCare,  

2 Charlotte street, Burradoo 
!

Committee members will be on hand to show visitors around,  
answer questions,  

demonstrate software Apps of  Windows, Android and Apple platforms 
using  

 Computers, Tablet, iPad, Smartphone and iPhone. 

For further information visit our website: www.shcug.org.au
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From the President

November is already upon us and your committee is making themselves ready for the Open day, followed by a 
Social Gathering for members, early next month. Several members have already put their names down on the 
list provided in Unit 5, intending to come along. Martina has been busy gathering a few mystery door prizes to 
be won. So we are looking forward to an enjoyable afternoon. Your invitation is on the Notice Board (page 8). !
We are now in the second week of  using our new internet system and have heard no complaints from members 
about not being able to log onto it. On average we had about 6 to 8 people using it at the same time and no 
evidence of  ‘slowing down’ was noticed. Needless to say we are very pleased with this result, confirming that 
the switch over has been worth while.  !
Another six weeks and we will have reached the end of  another year. This means that membership renewals 
are coming up fast. To help us with the bookkeeping, may we ask our members to pay the 2017 membership 
fee before December 31, the due date. Renewal sheets are available in unit 5 and 6. Martina is only too happy 
to hand these out on request during the Monday sessions, collect the fees and write out the receipts.  !
To keep SHCUG operating the way it does, we appeal to our current members for continuous support. By 
retaining our current member numbers, we will once again be able to cover the running cost for 2017, which is 
around $4000 for the fixed expenses, from the fees paid. This year we have been very fortunate in receiving two 
grants, totalling $2500. The new PC and the 21” slim iMac, running the latest OSX, were purchased with 
these grants to benefit our members. Having up to date devices at the club is of  great benefit to our helpers and 
tutors in assisting members who have upgraded their computers or bought new ones. Members also have the 
use of  these, either as a try out or to learn on. As we have mentioned before, developments in IT is ongoing.  !
Our Monday sessions are an important part of  SHCUG, where ‘hands on learning’ is the norm. During the 
nearly three years that these sessions have been running, we have seen members seeking help in turn becoming 
helpers and helpers learning from those who came along for assistance. The very idea our founding fathers had 
when SHCUG was born, almost 22 years ago. The Genealogy Group is another successful venue, conducted 
under the guidance of  Maxine Gray.  SHCUG members, who have an interest in family history are eligible to 
join this group without any further cost.  !
The first Tuesday of  February 2017 will be our yearly AGM. During that time the present committee will retire 
and a new group elected. We urge members to consider a term on the committee, giving those who are serving 
at present, a break or less work. Most jobs that need doing are not hard.  !
That’s all there is to report this far.  !
Your President, Rodney Andrews
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	REID	FAMILY	REUNION	
	Celebrating	the	175th	Anniversary	of	the	arrival	from	Scotland		

of		
							Alexander	&	Smith	Reid	in	Australia	6	October	1841

Photos and story by David Reid

SHCUG’s Genealogy Group have been supporting David Reid throughout the year in his preparations for a 
family reunion. This is just one way in which the Genealogy Group provides support, not only for their own, 
but any SHCUG members requiring help. In David’s instance he has been preparing for an event to celebrate 
the 175th anniversary of  the arrival in Australia of  his ancestors from Scotland. The celebration was very 
successfully held in Uniting Church Hall in Yass on Saturday 8th October 2016 and many positive comments 
have been received following this happy occasion.  !
The Genes Group was able to provide David with support in many ways. Not only were they able to provide 
lots of  helpful tips on holding the event, but Marg Muntz took it upon herself  to research and write up an 
article on the ship that brought the Reid ancestors to Australia and on the voyage itself. Maxine Gray and 
Marg Muntz also performed an editorial role, providing very professional comment on several other articles 
which were written for the reunion. Providing support to the end, Genes Group members Trish Williams, 
Marie Clark and Marg Muntz travelled to Yass to provide ‘on the ground’ assistance during the event. Their 
valuable help on the desk and in the kitchen throughout the day, enabled the event organisers the time to ‘ 
organise’ and socialise with their near and distant relatives. !
This is just one example of  the friendship and support the Genealogy Group provides. The Group meets on 
the first Tuesday of  the month from 11:00AM to 1:00PM in Unit 5, HarbisonCare Burradoo. Enquiries, please 
contact Maxine Gray. 
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	      Converting Vinyl to Digital, using your 	 	    	
	 	 	      computer

Many of  us would have collected LPs as teenagers and played these on our parents turntable or, if  you were 
that lucky, your own. My introduction to this kind of  entertainment happened when I was in my early twenties. 
From that time on I collected quite a few. CDs eventually replaced the vinyls and turntables were obsolete. But 
what about a treasured LP you kept, because the music on it can't be found on a CD! The answer is to ‘convert’ 
it to ‘digital’ format using your computer and a software program that is especially developed for this purpose. 
Audacity and VinylStudio both fit the bill and can be downloaded for free from the internet. Both programs 
can be used on a PC or Apple computer. Additionally Apple users can also use ‘GarageBand’, a preinstalled 
program on all Apple computers.  !
The art of  converting vinyl to digital has been around for a while and although advances have been made, you 
still need a fair bit of  patience and skill to be able to do it. You also need additional hardware in the form of  a 
turntable. These can be an ‘all in one turntable/CD burner’ or a ‘USB turntable’ or by using an older style 
turntable with an ‘Audio Interface’ and/or ‘PhonoPreamplifier’ in-between to connect it to a computer. !!

Of  the three methods mentioned, the first option is the easiest as these units came with a built-in 
turntable and CD burner, allowing a CD to be burned from the vinyl in the unit itself, then 
played back on a computer. A disadvantage of  this method is that you may not be able to mark 
individual tracks. !!

The second option, USB turntable, is the next best as it can be connected to a computer, via a 
USB slot. These turntables are quite inexpensive, around $50, as advertised recently in a Post 
Office catalogue.  !!
Older turntables might not have a ‘line output’ instead having a ‘phono level’ output. In this 
case you will need an extra gadget such as a Phono Preamp in between the turntable and your 
computer. Turntables with an output labelled ‘line’ or have a headphone jack can still be used 

if  you have an ‘audio interface’. Some of  these ‘audio interfaces’ have special phone inputs for 
connecting to a record player and via USB to the computer. !
Whatever hardware you are using, you will also need the appropriate software in order to convert music ripped 
from mono or stereo LPs to a digital format, so that it can be played on a computer.  
	 	 	 	           
	 	 	 	       
	 	 	 	        On the left is a small section of  the preferences window of  Audacity showing 
	 	 	 	        its many commands for all sorts of  actions and at first glance, not so easily 	
	                                            understood. Members who want to know  more about this subject can go to 
the web and Google “How to record vinyl records into a computer”. A website by B&H called Explora, gives 
very good information on what is needed as to hardware and good instructions on how Audacity works.  !
Allan Gilbert, a regular at the Monday sessions, has been using Audacity for some time but lately encountered 
some troubles converting his LPs to digital, especially with crackling noises. A notice was put in Keyword for 
help and one SHCUG member answered the call. Are there members out there who would like to know more 
about this subject, please let us know by emailing to: 2015committee@gmail.com !
  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 M Oprey 
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In the September issue of  Keyword 2015,  I published an article called “ For the budding Authors” and wrote 
about software programs, available to people using a computer, who have a love for writing. Amongst the apps I 
mentioned was iBooks Author, a program for Apple users that can be downloaded for free from the App Store.   !
Apple released the iBooks Author app on January 19, 2012. It can be used on computers running OSX 10.9.5 
(Mavericks) or later and is available in no less than 29 languages. Since its release, it has seen a few updates with 
new abilities added. The latest version of  iBook Author is version 2.5.1. !
The iBooks Author app is a desktop publishing tool and word processor, similar to Apple’s Pages and Microsoft 
Word, yet more powerful. It has ‘Widgets’ (application extensions) that can be used for inserting image galleries, 
3D media, interactive images, videos and even Keynote presentations. These abilities do allow the writer lots of  
scope to present contents that is better communicated through video, images and interactive media, making the 
iBooks Author app a perfect tool for producing multimedia iBooks, especially for educational purposes.  !
Books, produced with the iBooks Author software program, can be saved in the following formats, Text, PDF 
and iBooks. The iBooks format is compatible with the iBooks App that is pre-installed on desktops and laptops, 
running OSX 10.9.5 and higher and on iPads with iOS 8 and above. Standard traditional iBooks can be read 
on the iPhone but not multimedia iBooks (yet).  !
As a young child, I scribbled stories in little books and as a teenager kept a diary for a while then put it away 
and forgotten for decades. When I retired, I dug it up again and reading through it made me decide to translate 
the diary into English because it told some very interesting facts about our family that I thought might amuse 
later generations. The work was done on a fruity coloured iMac I had at the time, using Microsoft Word.  !
Now that one granddaughter is showing some interest in her heritage has provided me with an opportunity to 
put some of  the content of  the diary into a small digital book that can be read on an iPod or iPad. I choose the 
iBooks Author app to create this project, because it shares many features with ‘Pages’, a program I use often.  !
To start a new project in iBooks Author is the same as in Microsoft Word or Pages. In the iBooks Author top  
menu bar go to ‘File’ scroll down to ‘New’ and click. A window will appear with several templates, landscape 
and portrait, you can choose from including a blank one. When confirming your choice a new window opens 
that is quite different from Word or Pages, showing along the left side of  the document options for Book Title, 
Intro Media, Table of  Contents and Glossary, besides thumbnails of  the first pages of  Chapter 1. A click on the 
‘Book Title’ will give you a page for creating the jacket of  your book. I choose a ‘blank’ template, thus getting a 
blank page. I clicked and dragged a photo from my desktop onto the blank title page and adjusted the size by 
pushing or pulling the nodes (the small squares along sides and corners). I decided on a title for my book, type 
face I wanted to use, its size and colour. That done, I clicked on ‘Chapter 1’ getting a blank page. I already had 
written the diary in Word, so it was just a simple matter of  ‘copy’ and ‘paste’ the text I wanted to use from the 
Word document into the chapter pages of  iBooks Author. I typed additional text into the pages where needed, 
then inserted several photos and drawings in the same manner as you would in Word or Pages.  !
To read an ibook on an iPod or iPad, it has to be saved in a format recognised by the iOS of  these devices. In 
iBooks Author menu bar, click on ‘File’ and scroll down to ‘Export’ and click. A small window will drop down 
with ‘iBooks’ format already selected (shaded grey), click on ‘Next’. This gives you another small window where 
you name the file and the place to save it to, I chose ‘desktop’ then clicked the ‘Export’ button. My ibook was 
saved to my desktop but found it also in my iBooks App library.   !
To share my book with my granddaughter, I could email the file to her, if  less than 35MB, or using Dropbox. 
Serious authors can publish their book by submitting it to iTunes, either to be read for free or to sell.   
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina 

iBooks Author 
The perfect software for creative writers.
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Notice Board
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             The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

!
!
!
!
!

The Southern Highlands Computer Users group Inc. 
!

On behalf  of  the 2016 committee 
we cordially invite our members to  

the end of  year 
Social Gathering 

!
To be held in Unit 5&6, HarbisonCare, Burradoo 

on  
3 December, from 3 pm to 5pm 

!
This is a perfect opportunity to catch up with fellow members. 

Enjoy the afternoon tea provided. 
Chance to win a mystery door prise. 

!
  RSVP before December 1 by emailing to: 2015committee@ gmail.com 

!

!
  

Can you name these 
 Web Browsers 

               1                        2 

	       3                       4 

!
Maxine Gray 

will be conducting a 
Family History Workshop 

on January 17, 2017  !
SHCUG members are most welcome


