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Scott Hall 
Our weekly meeting place for activities for PC and Apple users.

HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
You can join us at one of our weekly “Monday help sessions” and collect an application form. Payment 
can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Annual fee is $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number 
is.200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to the following 
address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Our Weekly ‘Members Helping Members’ sessions are held in Scott Hall , all members welcome.                                                                                   
The sessions start at 10 am and continue until 5 pm. We can help members with PC and Apple software 
problems. Assisting with navigating Android Phones and Tablets and iPhones and iPads. We do have 
tutors who are skilled in Software programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Pages, 
Keynote, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher and Affinity Design. 

Upcoming event: 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents.	 	 	               By Martina Oprey 
3    From your committee.                                                                                                             By your committee 
4   My Bose sunglasses.                                                                                                               By Sue Ticehurst 
 5  Have Hackers Stolen Your Passwords?                                                                              By Ron Cunnew 
6   Have my Passwords Been Stolen?                                                                                       By Ron Cunnew 
7   Notice Board.                                                                                                                              By Martina Oprey     
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Your committee met on Monday 7 November and discussed various issues concerning the future of  SHCUG. 
At the end of  this discusion the committee members where in agreement that, although regrettable,  the time 
had come to close SHCUG. Reasons are given below. 

First of  all, the members of  the 2022 committee will not be able to stand again, due to health and personal 
reasons. Unless a new committee is formed by the end of  this year there is no other option than to close our 
Club.  

Over the years we have seen a steady decline in membership renewals and also in attracting new members. We 
are catering for the seniors in our local area and that is a limited area. This year we had seen the lowest 
number of  new members coming to our club. Does that mean we are no longer relevant? 

Attendance also has declined during the last months of  this year. Joseph is surely being missed yet we have been 
very fortunate to have had him join our group, it has given us an extra three years of  excellent service. Joseph’s 
help was exceptional.  

Financially we could run SHCUG for another year, possibly with a loss, depending on membership renewals. 
For example, a body of  thirty members would pay $1290.00 in fees while outgoings – insurance, cost of  an 
internet service and sundry expenditures for paper, inks and kitchen supplies would be close to $2000.00.  
Funds on hand exceed $10,000 so costs can be covered with a reduced bank account.  

At the present we are still using Scott Hall for our weekly meetings, but that will come to an end one day also. 
When that happens we are not in a position to hire a hall.  

By now all members would have received notice of  the Extraordinary General Meeting to be held at 
Scott Hall on Monday, 21 November at 2 pm. Because the club belongs to you, we would like to see a 
good turn up of  members, giving all the opportunity to have their say.  

On a lighter note, Sue Ticehurst wrote an article about her Bose sunglasses which can be connected to her 
Apple watch. Whilst out in the sun she can listen to her watch via the sunglasses. Ron Cunnew wrote a bit 
more about stolen passwords and what to do about this problem. 

From your committee. 



I wrote an article some time ago about my Apple Watch. A couple of  years ago I purchased a pair of  
sunglasses that I can use with my watch. I don’t like to go walking with ear plugs as I can’t hear sounds 
around me. Also, I work in the garden a lot so I often like to listen to music. I receive regular emails 
from Bose and when I saw the audio sunglasses advertised I thought this is just what I need. When the 
Black Friday sale came along I purchased the sunglasses. I love them. When I show them to people 
they are often astounded as they are unaware such things exist. The question I am asked most 
frequently is “Can you replace the lenses with prescription lenses?” I have since found that you can. 
The glasses are made by Bose and can be found online at Bose.com.au. There are several models. 
Mine is Tenor. There is also Soprano and Alto.  
My Apple Watch is cellular so I can go for a walk, work in the garden etc. without taking my phone. 
You can can also connect your phone by Bluetooth to your glasses. This enables you to listen to music, 
podcasts etc. I can adjust the volume on the watch by using the crown.  
Wearing the sunglasses enables you to hear sounds around you. Other people can’t hear the music as 
the speakers are just in front of  the ears. As you are probably aware, Bose make very good quality 
sound equipment and these glasses continue in that vein. They have never let me down and the sound 
is great. If  you are like me and prefer not to wear ear plugs, this may be the answer for you. Maybe put 
in a request for Christmas. Happy listening. 
Sue.

My  
Bose sunglasses 

By Sue Ticehurst

Page 4

http://bose.com.au/


Given we are talking about the replacement of  passwords it’s worth checking if  your passwords are included in 
lists of  passwords known to have been stolen. 

You can do this easily at a great free website run by Troy Hunt, a Microsoft regional director and MVP. The 
site called “Have I Been Pwned” is  searchable data breach database. With 150,000 visitors every day, three 
million email subscribers and details of  more than 9 billion compromised accounts it is, by far, the biggest and 
most popular way to find out if  your password has been stolen.  

You start by simply entering your email address or username, and within seconds details of  any data breaches 
that your credentials were stolen in will appear. Don't worry though, the passwords that correspond to your 
email address are not stored in the database so as not to add to the risk of  further compromise. You can, 
however, also search for your actual passwords in the related "Pwned Passwords" service that Troy also 
operates. Thanks to the use of  a mathematical property called k-anonymity and the help of  Cloudflare, you 
don't have to be concerned about entering your real password into the search box. You can read the technical 
explanations here, but be reassured that the search is safe and the password you search for cannot be connected 
to you.  

You can access the “Have I Been Pwned” website at https://haveibeenpwned.com/ 

If  you use the Google Chrome browser you can be somewhat comforted by the fact that since version 79 of  the 
browser (the current version is 84)  it will warn you if  your passwords have been stolen as you try to log in to a 
given website. Anyone whose password has been leaked in a breach previously known to Google, will receive a 
warning, suggesting they change their login information. Google Chrome users can control this feature in 
Chrome Settings under Sync and Google Services. 

Though Google will be watching as you enter your password, it won’t actually be able to see the login 
information. It’s able to do this using tried and tested encryption techniques that allow it to check one password 
against a massive trove of  stolen credentials without seeing the plain text. 

To do this, Google first turns the password you’re entering into an encrypted version called a hash by putting it 
through an encryption algorithm that turns it into a string of  letters and numbers. That string—which might 
look something like 855c3697d9979e78ac404c4ba2c66533—is the hash. If  the same hashed password exists in 
Google’s trove of  previously stolen logins, it would’ve gone through the same hashing algorithm and so a hash 
match will be found. That will show the password has been leaked without having to look at the actual login 
info. 

It is important to understand that when hackers steal passwords from a website, they almost never are getting 
access to the passwords themselves. What they can steal is the hashed (i.e.encrypted) versions of  your 
passwords. To determine your actual passwords they need to decrypt your passwords.  If  you use common or 
simple passwords, they can easily be decrypted. However if  you strong and unique passwords it is unlikely 
hackers will successfully decrypt them. Even if  they could, it is unlikely they would spend the computer 
resources it takes to crack more difficult passwords. Instead they tend to concentrate on weak and common 
passwords that can be cracked with little effort – the low hanging fruit waiting to be plucked. 

Have Hackers  
Stolen Your Passwords?  

By Ron Cunnew
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https://haveibeenpwned.com/


In the last issue of  “Keyword” I suggested that the only way to remedy the problem of  pwning was to change 
your email address… subsequently I have discovered an easier way as follows:- 

If  you get a bogus email which “looks” as though it has come from someone you know but you are not sure 
about how genuine it is… do the following:- 

● Go to “haveibeenpwned.com” and enter your email address in the ID field 
● Click on “Pwned?” 

If  you get the dreaded “Oh No” screen: 

 

Scroll down further because a list of  websites which have pwned you will most likely be beyond the bottom of  
the screen  e.g. 

 

● Go to each of  the websites listed and change your password to something different in each case plus 
change your password anywhere you have used the same password 
● Use STRONG and different passwords… more than 8 characters which don’t make any sense in 
English, e.g. two of  the registration numbers of  the cars you own or have owned. Certainly not like 
“2Bont2Bie?”… easily recognized as a famous Shakespearean line 
● Finally… send an email to the supposed sender of  the bogus email and let that person know that all this 
has happened and that he/she should also carry out the foregoing procedure to find out if  pwning has 
occurred and how to fix it. 

Have my passwords  
been stolen?  

By Ron Cunnew 
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc is proudly 

sponsored by
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Wanted 
Have you got an article that you wish 
to publish in Keyword. Or you might 

have a suggestion for an article. 
Have you got something to sell, to 
swap or give away, advertise it in 

Keyword.  

Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com 


