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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

   Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 56                                                                                    Contact 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.          J & M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	                           Apple Group	             Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.	 Genealogy	             	  4871-2873   and   4868-1229	  

Upcoming events. 
Open Day, 2 November from 10 am to 3 pm in Unit 56, HarbisonCare Burradoo. 
Games day, 1 November from 10am to 12 noon in Unit 56, HarbisonCare Burradoo. 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   Open Day.   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
4   From your committee. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By your committee	  
5   Microsoft is killing EPUB support in Edge Classic.  	 	 	 	 By Brian Graham 
6   Should I upgrade to macOS Catalina?     	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
7   Affinity Publisher.    	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              By Martina Oprey 
8   Notice Board.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	  
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The Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc. 
The Support  Group for Microsoft and Apple Users. 

Open Day
Come and join our tutors on 

Saturday, 2 November, between 10 am and 3 pm 
in unit 56 

within the grounds of HarbisonCare, Burradoo. 

Discover how SHCUG can assist you in understanding  
and  

enjoying the digital devices you are using. 

For further  information see our website: www.shcug.org.au 
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From your committee

September brought us some very warm days and thankfully in early October some much needed rain.  

Your committee did not call a meeting in October, just not enough stuff  to talk about. Our next 
committee meeting will be on Friday, 1 November.  

Pamphlets about our open day have been distributed to several places, such as the Moss Vale Council 
Chambers, local libraries and a few other places. We just have to wait and see how many people will 
turn up on the day.  

Your committee has decided to start the monthly games day again, starting on Friday, 1 November. To 
be continued on every first Friday day of  the month. Besides computer games, members can also do 
research or request to learn a specific computer program. On  SHCUG’s newest iMac there are some 
outstanding programs waiting to be used. For example Affinity Photo for the photographers, Affinity 
Designer for the artists and Affinity Publisher for the budding authors. Martina has some knowledge 
about these programs and is more than happy to share what she knows. Then there is Pages and Key -
note with which to create nice looking documents and presentations, in a similar way as with Microsoft 
Word and Powerpoint.  

Maxine Gray did send us an email with the following link; https://www.customguide.com/quick-
reference . She told us that it has some fantastic 'reference cards' for MS programmes, easy to print out 
especially the one for Windows 10. 

Are you reading ebooks on your PC? You might find Brian Graham’s article of  interest. Martina has 
written about Apple’s new OS Catalina and some of  the disadvantages it might cause after upgrading to 
it. Have you got an interest in publishing? Read about the new Affinity Publisher app and what it can 
do. 

That is all folks. 

Your committee. 

https://www.customguide.com/quick-reference
https://www.customguide.com/quick-reference
https://www.customguide.com/quick-reference
https://www.customguide.com/quick-reference


The new, Chromium-based version of  Microsoft Edge won’t support the EPUB document format, but 
Microsoft is also killing support for this format in Edge classic. 

“Download an .ePub app to keep reading,” a notification in Edge classic reads when you load an EPUB 
document, “Microsoft Edge will no longer be supporting [sic] e-books that use the .ePub file extension. Visit 
the Microsoft Store to see our recommended .ePub apps.” 

Aside from the contorted grammar and word usage in the notification—it’s “support” not “be supporting,” 
Microsoft—the linked webpage is a “Reading Room” area on the Microsoft Store that includes audiobook apps 
in addition to e-book apps. So good luck with that. 

Microsoft provides a more grammatically correct explanation for the change on its Microsoft Edge support site, 
which notes that “Microsoft Edge will no longer support e-books that use the .epub file extension.” The site 
also links to the same terrible Microsoft Store area, but adds that “you can expect to see more added over time 
as we partner with companies like the DAISY Consortium to add additional, accessible apps … These apps are 
expected to be available in the Microsoft Store after September 2019”. 

Given that, it’s likely that EPUB support will disappear in Edge classic sometime after those apps appear in the 
Store. 

As you may recall, Microsoft killed support for e-books in Microsoft Edge (classic) and the 
Microsoft Store in April, and it started issuing refunds to customers who actually purchased e-
books in July. That e-book functionality was based on a protected version of  the EPUB document type. But 
it’s still unclear why Microsoft is killing EPUB in Edge: As is the case with PDF files, Edge is/was a great EPUB 
reader. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Brian Graham 

Microsoft 
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Killing 
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Classic 
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https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/collections/thereadingroom
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/collections/thereadingroom
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/204207/microsoft-is-closing-its-ebook-store-edge-support
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/204207/microsoft-is-closing-its-ebook-store-edge-support
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/web-browsers/microsoft-edge/209098/microsoft-ebook-refunds-coming-in-july
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/web-browsers/microsoft-edge/209098/microsoft-ebook-refunds-coming-in-july
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/collections/thereadingroom
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/collections/thereadingroom
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/204207/microsoft-is-closing-its-ebook-store-edge-support
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/204207/microsoft-is-closing-its-ebook-store-edge-support
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/web-browsers/microsoft-edge/209098/microsoft-ebook-refunds-coming-in-july
https://www.thurrott.com/cloud/web-browsers/microsoft-edge/209098/microsoft-ebook-refunds-coming-in-july
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Should I upgrade to macOS Catalina?
On Monday 7 October, Apple released the new OS for its desktop and laptops computers. Called macOS 
Catalina (10.15), bringing a slew of  new features, apps and user-friendly improvements to the company’s line of  
Apple computers. The update is totally free and is available for download via System Preferences-Software 
Update. Be aware, it is a large one at 8.09 GB. 

Whilst the dozens of  features are tempting, should you rush in and do the download? I must confess, I am 
never the first one when it comes to upgrading to a newer OS and prefer to wait a little until the first bugs have 
been fixed. However, Catalina is a bit more than your average software update, it fundamentally changes what 
apps (programs) you can, or more importantly, can’t use on your iMac or laptop.  

What does this mean for you and me? An app that is 64-bit is more capable than its 32-bit counterpart because 
it can take better advantage of  a more powerful 64-bit multi core processor, tap into larger amounts of  RAM 
and more. In simple terms, 64-bit apps perform their tasks a lot better and faster. Apple has been working 
towards exclusively 64-bit apps for their devices for about a decade. Developers of  apps have been slower. 

The problem lies with third party apps and especially older 32-bit ones you might have downloaded or bought 
some years ago. If  you are like me, using Microsoft Office 2011 (Mac version) and some Adobe programs that 
are several years old, being still 32-bit programs, these programs will no longer work on your  iMac or laptop, 
once you have upgraded to Catalina.   

Before attempting to do any major upgrade, such as Catalina, check first of  all whether you iMac or laptop is 
capable of  running the upgrade. 

The following models listed below are suitable for the upgrade:  
Mac Pro models from late 2013,  
iMac models from late 2012 or later, 
Mac mini models from late 2012 or later, 
MacBook pro models from mid-2012 or later 
MacBook Air models from mid-2012 or later 
MacBook models from early 2015 or later. 

Having checked your model and found it compatible with Catalina, do a complete back-up first before down- 
loading the OS. 

      Martina Oprey

If  you are running High Sierra or Mojave, you might have seen a pop-
up box on your screen like the one seen to the left. It tells you that you 
need to update an app. After upgrading to Catalina, apps that prompt 
these errors will no longer run at all. The reason for this has all to do 
with Apple’s transition from 32-bit to 64-bit apps.

If  you use third party apps, you can check whether they are 32-bit 
apps or 64-bit apps by clicking on the small       apple icon on the left -
hand top corner of  your main menu bar. From this menu, select “About 
this Mac”. A small window will drop down. Click the button “System 
Report”. In System Report scroll down to “Legacy Software” and see 
which apps are 32-bit apps (see image).  

If  you don’t use your 32-bit apps frequently, you might try and use an 
alternative, if  possible. For example use Pages instead of  Word. This 
might solve the problem. 



	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey

About two years ago I wrote an article about Affinity Photo and its companion Affinity Designer. Since June 
this year the third program in this suite, called “Affinity Publisher”, has been released by its developer ‘Serif ’. 
Since I had already bought Affinity Photo and Affinity Design, I also purchased Affinity Publisher when it 
became available.  

For those who might not be familiar with these products, a bit of  background information first. Serif  Ltd is a 
privately owned British developer and publisher of  software, providing its products direct to customers through 
website and contact centre in the United Kingdom. Initially Serif  produced software programs exclusively for 
Windows. This changed in 2014 when the company released its first macOS soft-ware program ‘Affinity Photo’, 
followed a year later by ‘Affinity Designer’. In late 2016, these two programs became available for the iPads, as 
well as for PCs, running Microsoft Windows.  

Affinity Publisher took roughly three years to develop and is a competitor for the well known Adobe software 
program InDesign. Affinity Publisher is designed to help content creators build captivated visual and graphic 
documents such as magazines, books, posters ect. The app offers an intuitive interface, which resembles the 
interfaces of  its two companions, Affinity Photo and Affinity Designer. Because of  the similarities of  the apps, 
going from app-to-app makes it a lot easier to get to know the programs.  

The Serif  developers added something special to Affinity Publisher, called StudioLink. This technology allows 
you to instantly switch to the advanced photo editing features of  Affinity Photo and the precise vector tools of  
Affinity Designer without ever leaving Affinity Publisher. This means that graphic designers will be able to 
toggle between publishing tasks and imaging and/or drawing tasks within Affinity Publisher by simply clicking 
on the Affinity Photo or Affinity Designer icon, found in the top lefthand corner of  its main menu bar. 

Serif  is presently working on a dedicated iPad version of  Affinity Publisher and a launch is expected in 2020. 
The iPad version of  Affinity Publisher will feature the same StudioLink technology as the desktop app. Serif  
has already released updates for the iPad versions of  Affinity photo and Affinity Designer to enable them to 
open, edit and export Publisher documents. 

Shortly after I purchased Affinity Publisher, I was asked to help produce a small coffee-table book and because 
it is to be printed and bound, I choose to try and do it with Affinity Publisher. Having worked with page layout 
programs before, I had some understanding of  how these programs work. But there are always differences to 
unravel and hurdles to get over. Luckily there are lots of  YouTube tutorials about the Affinity apps to watch 
and also websites with instructions on certain topics. So far I have found it not too difficult and have been able 
to create the title page, introduction page and 22 content pages, learning as I went along.  

At SHCUG we have all three Affinity apps mentioned above installed on the newest iMac. As announced on 
page 4, your committee is restarting the monthly games day but adding a few more topics. I am more than 
happy to give a few demonstrations of  what these Affinity apps are capable off  during one of  these games days. 
If  interested email your preferences to; martinaoprey43@gmail.com 
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     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Notice Board


