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Our Education Centre. 
The central point of all our activities for PC and Apple users.

   Unit 56 HarbisonCare, 2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, 2576, NSW. 
www.shcug.org.au 

How to join SHCUG.                                                                                                                                          
Visit our Education Centre and drop in at one of our weekly activities to collect an application form. 
Payment can be made in cash or by cheque and handed to a tutor. Fees are $40 single or $60 couple. 
Alternatively use EFTPOS transaction IMB Bank:  BSB number is: 641 800 and the account number is.
200456000, or send the application form and cheque, made out to SHCUG, to following address:  
The Treasurer,SHCUG,c/-HarbisonCare, 6/2 Charlotte St, Burradoo, NSW, 2576. 

Renewing memberships. 
Renewal forms are sent out each year in early December to all current members by email, with all the 
relevant information needed to renew membership for the upcoming year.  

Correspondence: Letters to the committee can be addressed to shcugcontact@gmail.com   

Weekly activities held in Unit 56                                                                                    Contact 
Monday mornings, from 10 to 12 noon	 Members Helping Members.          J & M Oprey         4862-1584 
Monday afternoons, from 1 to 5 pm.	                           Apple Group	             Richard Spear      4872-1960 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              Martina Oprey     4862-1584 
First Tuesday of the month, from 10 am onwards.	 Genealogy	             	  4871-2873   and   4868-1229	  

Upcoming events. 
AGM, Monday 3 February, from 10am onwards in Scott hall, Harbison Burradoo, followed by the usual 
“Members Helping Members” sessions. 

In this issue. 
1    Cover-page and committee members. 
2   Joining and payment options, activities and contents. 
3   SHCUG’s Social Gathering 2020.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	     
4  AGM notice to all members.	     	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
5   Guide to free upgrade from Windows 7/8 to Windows 10. 	 	 	 	 By Joseph Peacey 
6   Time to upgrade your OS, but want something new?                                                   By Joseph Peacey 
7   App to have on your mobile devices.     	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey	  
8   Notice Board.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Martina Oprey 
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The 
Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc. 

Notice to all members. 

The club’s AGM 
will be held on Monday 3 February 

at 10am 
in Scott Hall, Harbison, Burradoo. 

Morning coffee will be served after the meeting. 

Your Committee. 



Guide to free upgrade from Windows 7/8 to Windows 10
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On 14 January 2020, Microsoft will end support for Windows 7. What does this mean for those who may still 
be using windows 7? Windows 7 came after Vista and before Windows 8, both of  which where considered bad 
by most (at the time of  their respective releases). Windows 10, when it first released had many issues, update 
1709 was good but it wasn’t till update 1903 came along that a lot of  features and bugs where fixed and the 
design around the start menu was cleaned up. After Microsoft ditched Windows 8, Windows 10 returned to the 
familiar user interface of  its predecessors (i.e. 95, 98, 2000, ME, XP, Vista, 7). 

One of  the most frequent comments I have heard why some people won’t upgrade from Windows 7 to 10, is “I 
know Windows 7 and therefore don’t want to change to 10”. For the average user the difference between 
Windows 7 and 10, in terms of  functionality and design, is rather minimal. The biggest difference would be the 
“control panel” as it is hidden for the promotion of  “settings”. Programs like Chrome, Audacity and Photoshop 
will still work after upgrading to Windows 10. 

Can Windows 7/8 still be upgraded to Windows 10? The answer is yes, and as long as you have the “licence 
key/Serial Number” (usually a sticker somewhere on the machine) it is still a free upgrade. On most modern 
computers this information is also stored in the computer’s Hardware (H/W). Windows 10 will look for the H/
W key, only asking if  it can’t find it. Before you start, do a back up of  all the important stuff  on your computer 
by copying it onto an external USB drive. My preferred back up is Acronis True Image. Copying files from the 
computer onto an external USB drive is perfectly valid but it has limitations should you miss something or your 
computer is too old to run Windows 10. By using Acronis True Images you can roll back and recover. 

To create a boot USB, you need an 8GB flash drive or more (Windows 10 won’t fit on a DVD) and an internet 
connection. The URL (Web address) for the media creation tool is in the links below, and click “Download tool 
now”. Run the tool with the flash drive plugged in. When asked to “Upgrade” or “Create” installation media, I 
prefer ”Create”, as this will work on other machines. Selecting “Upgrade” and clicking “Next” will be enough 
for most people. The only thing you may want to change is the “Architecture” to “Both” when asked, as a few 
older machines may not be x64 bit compatible. 

With a Backup done and a boot USB created to install Windows 10 from, your next step is to install the new 
OS. For an install to try and keep all programs installed and files where they are, plug in the flash drive and run 
setup.exe, follow the prompts to install windows 10. For a clean install, you need to boot from the USB you 
created. How to do this is different for each computer, but a quick Google for X (HP/DELL/Samsung) boot 
menu might help, or you might see it at the splash screen before the Windows logo appears when you turn on 
your computer. Once you know the boot menu key, turn on the computer while tapping the key for the boot 
menu until you see it or a message “boot menu selected". If  you see the Windows logo, you either missed the 
chance or have the wrong key for your boot menu. Once in the boot menu, select your Flash Drive. You will be 
asked a few questions but just read them carefully and answer them before clicking “Next”. If  you selected both 
for Architecture then choose x64, if  it fails then use x86, if  it still fails you have bigger problems, seeking expert 
advice is recommended. 

This is a very brief  summary of  what needs to be done whilst trying to keep it on a single page. With pictures 
this could be 5-10 pages. Once boot media is created it should take from half  an hour up to 2 hours. Once it 
goes past 1.5 hours to complete I would be questioning why it’s taking so long (especially with a clean install). 

Links: 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/software-download/windows10	 	              By Joseph Pearcey 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/software-download/windows10
https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/software-download/windows10
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Time to upgrade your OS, but want something new?    By Joseph Pearcey 

Did you know that there are free alternative operating systems for Windows and Mac that can run on just 
about any machine you can imagine? It’s true, even on a Pentium 2 from the 90s and yes, I did say FREE. The 
OS is called Linux and its various flavours. For this article I am going to stick with the Debian branch and it’s 
many off  shoots, as this has the largest community because of  Ubuntu, Mint, 3CX and Raspbian. 

Back to Linux, which was started by Linus Torvalds in 1991 when he wrote the kernel, which is a piece of  soft- 
ware that communicates between hardware and the OS. In 1993 the Debian project was established to make 
use of  this kernel. In 2008, Google Android which uses a modified Linux kernel was released. This being the 
cliff  notes of  the history of  the kernel. 

Linux is great, because it’s free and versatile. If  you don’t like something about it, you are free to modify it in 
anyway you like. For instance, you want a Linux based web server such as Arch, Debian, RedHat and FreeBSD, 
you can do this by using PHP and MySQL (Free software packages). Got an old Pentium 4 with a 1GB of  ram 
with windows 7 running on it (Windows 8 or 10 won’t run on it)!  With Linux, keep it going with Puppy OS as 
it is designed to breath new life into ageing systems. Maybe you want a telephone system in your office, 3CX 
which is based on Debian will manage your IP Phones. Want a privacy focused system, then Tails is it with Tor 
preinstalled. Or maybe you’re just the average user that wants to write a Word doc, browse the net, make a call 
and manipulate images while Puppy OS, you can do all this, just install the programs. But if  you want some -
thing out of  the box, then Debian and Ubuntu will do the job just fine. 

Let’s say you don’t like the default desktop environment. No problem, at a minimum Debian and Ubuntu has 5 
to choose from, GNOME (Default), Plasma/KDE, Xfce, LXDE and MATE. Each of  these can be adapted 
and changed with extra features. If  Debian looks a bit too classic/grey in it’s design, Ubuntu takes it and makes 
it look a bit more modern/corporate. Do you want a Mac view i.e. Dock at the bottom then Elementary OS 
might be more your speed but still based on Debian. I keep saying based on Debian, it’s because if  there is a 
program you want to use like VLC (to watch videos) which runs on Debian then it will run on anything based 
on Debian as well. 

Want to test all of  these before committing, then you can use it in a virtual machine or boot from a USB drive, 
both without affecting your current installation. I prefer the USB boot option especially if  you have USB 3.0, it 
will be a better experience over a virtual machine. The virtual machine program to use is Oracle VM Virtual 
box, the tool to create the boot USB is YUMI. 

Because the Linux community is more focused on being a free for all, they do ask for donations to help keep the 
products in active development. Also you might see this software as an alternative to a paid Windows/Mac 
software. Gimp (image editing), Audacity (Audio Recording/Mixing), VLC (Video Player), LibreOffice (MS 
Office), Firefox, Chrome just to name a few, are all free to use on Windows, Mac and Linux. 

Cons to Linux, if  you have Windows Software like Line, whilst it runs on Windows, it is not designed to run on 
Linux, however you can use WINE or QEMU to run Windows virtually. This works for a lot of  popular 
Windows programs but not such as iTunes. This also means you can’t sync iPhone or iPod with your computer 
(not a problem for android users, works the same way as it does in Windows). Yes, you can also play games on 
Linux, such as Steam. Though not all Windows games are compatible, but this is slowly changing.  
 
Just give Linux a chance, I prefer Kubuntu because it is the most visually similar to Windows and is more up-to-
date than Debian KDE and just as stable as windows. If  interested in these programs, see me at SHCUG. 

Links: 
https://kde.org/  
http://debian.mirror.digitalpacific.com.au/debian-cd/10.2.0-live/amd64/iso-hybrid/ (look for *.iso) 
https://www.pendrivelinux.com/yumi-multiboot-usb-creator/  
https://www.virtualbox.org/ 

https://kde.org
http://debian.mirror.digitalpacific.com.au/debian-cd/10.2.0-live/amd64/iso-hybrid/
https://www.pendrivelinux.com/yumi-multiboot-usb-creator/
https://www.virtualbox.org/
https://kde.org
http://debian.mirror.digitalpacific.com.au/debian-cd/10.2.0-live/amd64/iso-hybrid/
https://www.pendrivelinux.com/yumi-multiboot-usb-creator/
https://www.virtualbox.org/
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App to have on your mobile devices

There is no shortage of  apps, as there are over 2 million available to download from the Google PlayStore and 
the Apple App Store. You can almost find an app for just about anything, from the weather to finding a toilet in 
the City. They come in many categories such as for Work, Play, Development, Entertainment and many more. 
Some of  them have proven to be very useful, others can be dismissed as just rubbish.  

At the moment Australia is in the grip of  the most devastating bush fires and we in the Highlands have not 
been exempt from the affects of  these blazes. One app that has proven to be very valuable to many during 
these weeks, including myself, is the NSW Rural Fire Service app. For those who are not familiar with this app, 
the following below. 

 

This app is free to download from the Google PlayStore and from the Apple App Store. The app is 
very user friendly and therefore easy to use. It has icons to tap for certain information, such as Maps, 
List, Terrain Type, Search and Fires Near Me.  

When tapping “Map” it will show areas where fires  
burn (dark green).                                                                                              

Use the arrow to mark your position on the map. 
On the map, press down on the location where you live. A red pin will mark the spot. You can add 
a Watch Zone by tapping on the button “Add to Watch List”. Name the Watch Zone where 
required and set the distance in km. If  you want to receive alerts, switch on notifications. 

Terrain Types 
Tap on this icon to select from the various views of  the map, such as Map (see above), Terrain 
(contour map), Satellite map and Hybrid, showing roads and villages.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	               Martina Oprey

When tapping “List” it will show a list of  fires, 
where they burn, ranking and the distance. 



Wanted 

Have you got an article that you wish to publish in Keyword. 
Or you might have a suggestion for an article. 

Have you got something to sell, want to swap or give away, advertise it in Keyword. 
Please send it to 

shcugcontact@gmail.com

     The  
    Southern Highlands Computer Users Group Inc  

      is proudly sponsored by

Bushfire Appeal 

Joseph Pearcey, 
your local IT guy,  

will donate his “call out” fee of  $20 
to the RFS of  NSW. 

RFS volunteers will be charged 
no labor costs for a job done. 

Valid until 29-2-2020 

Contact Joseph on 0422955843 

Notice Board
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